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Foreword from President, Tel Aviv University

Since autumn 2000 the world, and particularly western Europe and
North America, has witnessed a dramatic escalation in antisemitic
manifestations, regarded by Jewish leaders as unprecedented since
World War I1. This rise has been evident in violent assaults — leading to
severe injury or even death — on persons identifiable as Jews, in schools
and on the streets, as well as in acts of vandalism against Jewish property,
communal institutions, monuments and cemeteries. Social dislocation,
combined with anti-Jewish prejudice and virulently anti-Israel sentiment,
appears to have motivated young Muslim immigrants and white
extremists to vent their frustrations on Jewish individuals and Jewish
property.

No less disturbing has been the dissemination of hate propaganda in
the media and on the Internet against the Jewish people and against
Israel as a Jewish state, as demonstrated in the reports of the Stephen
Roth Institute. Threats, insults and calls to kill Jews and destroy Israel
figure in speeches made by public figures; Iranian President Mahmud
Ahmadinejad is the most extreme example of this trend.

A prominent role in the delegitimization of Israel is being played by
the radical left and right. Frequently, the attacks in their publications and
speeches are a disguise for deep antisemitic feelings. Demonizing Israel
as a Nazi state or labeling it an apartheid state is also a means to
delegitimize the right of Israel to exist as a Jewish state. The continuing
onslaught on academic and cultural life in Israel, which culminated
recently in a number of initiatives to boycott Israeli universities and
scholars, is part of this campaign.

In the last 15 years the Stephen Roth Institute at Tel Aviv University
has become a leading center for monitoring and evaluating antisemitic
manifestations worldwide. Its reports and research are used by scholars
and academic institutions both in Israel and abroad, as well as by
national and international bodies seeking to combat bigotry, racism and
antisemitism. The Insttute also fosters contacts and exchanges of
opinions with Jewish communities worldwide, and has developed
extensive ties with scholars and universities both in Israel and abroad.
This has enabled the advancement of research on antisemitism and
racism, which have become issues of even greater concern than they
were a decade ago.

Itamar Rabinovich
July 2006



Foreword from President, World Jewish Congress

At the end of World War II, when the enormity and the horror of the
Holocaust become evident, it was widely believed that antisemitism had
finally disappeared. The world had seen the terrible, murderous potential
of that malaise; it would draw the appropriate conclusions and Jews
would never have reason to fear again.

Sadly, that was an all too optimistic, even naive assessment.
Antisemitism did not disappear. On the contrary, it has demonstrated an
extraordinary vitality and adaptability to local conditons. It flourishes in
places where there are a negligible number of Jews, or even none at all.
Moreover, in recent vears, synagogues have again been set alight, and
Jews tormented and even killed for no other reason than that they are
Jews.

Meantime, Israel, the Jewish State which was born out of the ashes of
the Holocaust, has become the country that it is so fashionable to hate.
Not far from Jerusalem, the president of an important and powerful
country questions whether the Holocaust ever happened and, chillingly,
calls for Israel to be wiped out.

Who could believe that more than 60 years after one-third of the
Jewish people were annihilated in a genocidal burst of hatred such a state
of affairs could prevaill

Since its inception, the World Jewish Congress has been at the
forefront of the struggle against worldwide antisemitism. We are proud
to be a sponsor of the Roth Institute, which meticulously and
independently monitors and analyzes antisemitism in countries across
the globe and helps us fight this pernicious, age-old hatred. It is one of
several strategic partnerships that the WJC is building to deal with a
rapidly-changing world.

Paul Johnson wrote that the position of Jews in any society is a litmus
test of sorts. “No intellectual society can flourish where Jews feels even
slightly uneasy.” As this important book demonstrates, in many parts of
the world, Jews still feel, and with good reason, uneasy.

Edgar M. Bronfman
July 2006



Preface

The annual journal Awntisemitism Worldwide presents an analysis of
antisemitism and racism around the world. Every two years, in addition
to the wotldwide analysis, it provides a forum for academic discussion of
historical aspects of antisemitism and racism in different places and
periods. Our journal policy is guided by the notion that no coherent
examination and understanding of contemporary trends and
developments is possible without a thorough acquaintance with the
history and manifestations of antisemitism throughout history.

The present volume is divided into two parts. The first part is a
general analysis of trends for the year in review, with a specific focus on
increasing violence and organizational and governmental responses. The
second part is a country-by-country survey, divided according to region,
since each part of the world has its own characteristic problems in
addidon to those common to all countries. The survey contains
summaries of more detailed reviews which appear on our Internet site
(htep:/ /andsemitsm.tauacil/CR.hun). It provides information on
extremist movements, antisemitic activities, attitudes toward the Nazi
period and the Holocaust, and the struggle against antisemitism and
racism. Countries where there was no evidence of antisemitism in 2004,
or where it was not reported, are not included. The survey describes the
phenomenon of antisemitism in the various countries without delving
into their history, and focuses only on the situation in 2004. A seties of
graphs in the appendices providing statistical data complements the
picture for 2004.

Categorization of antisemitic activities sometimes varies from one
source to another. Our classification scheme divides these activities into:
a) all expressions and modes of propaganda, most notably Holocaust
denial, b) violent acts without the use of a weapon, and ¢) attacks using
violent means. It should be emphasized that the survey is based on
reported cases only, and that the data presented in the appendices
include only violent atracks intended to cause loss of life and cases of
actual damage to property. In fact, many more hundreds of minor
incidents, such as graffid, slogans and swastikas painted on walls, as well
as personal insults and harassment, were also registered by Jewish
communities and individuals. In many cases, it is difficult to assess
whether the injury or damage was motivated by antisemitism, or was an
act of hooliganism, since the identity of the perpetrators is often difficult
to establish.
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It should be noted that the variety of data and materials coming from
different areas entails a diversified approach on the part of the authors
and editors, thus ruling out complete uniformity in the presentation of
the contents, especially with regard to names and references.

Israeli, Jewish and non-Jewish organizations, tesearch institutes and
individuals supply the relevant data and material, useful contacts,
opinions and assessments, and above all the motivation, for combating
antsemitism and racism. Thus, the annual review represents an
internadonal effort in this regard. We conclude by expressing our
deepest gratitude to all the organizations and individuals who have taken
part in this undertaking.
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General Analysis

OVERVIEW

The year 2004 was the worst in terms of the number, frequency and
nature of antisemitic expressions and events since the outbreak of the
current wave of antisemitism in October 2000. Each vyear has
degenerated further, with numbers and severity of manifestations
increasing exponentially. Whereas in 2003 there were 330 major violent
incidents (such as physical attacks and vandalism perpetrated against
property and insttutes) and 30 major attacks (such as shootings,
knifings, arson and use of explosive devices), in 2004, according to the
Institute’s data, 482 major violent incidents and about 20 major attacks
were recorded worldwide.

The decrease in the number of major attacks from 30 to 20 could be
a positive sign, vet it indicates a negative development. Indeed, there
were fewer large-scale acts of violence organized by groups that sought
to hurt as many Jews as possible, but many more attacks on individual
Jews by persons acting spontaneously. Attacks on persons identfied as
Jews on the streets and in schools have become the salient characteristic
of antisemitic activity in recent years and especially in 2004, and
outnumbered vandalistic acts against Jewish property, communal
institutions, monuments and cemeteries. According to data gathered by
the Institute (see detailed analysis below), while assaults on Jews are
perpetrated typically by young, politically unaffiliated immigrants, mostly
but not only from Muslim countries, vandalism of Jewish property and
communal institutions is generally carried out by extreme rightists.

Identifying and bringing to justice the perpetrators behind the attacks
has proved to be a difficult task for the police and local authorities in
most countries. This exacerbates the distress experienced by Jews who
find themselves or their children attacked in public places, and who
know that the perpetrators will go unpunished. According to the
Institute’s data, more than 180 people were attacked in 2004, and 40
schools and communal centers, 140 cemeteties and monuments, 60
synagogues and 60 Jewish businesses were vandalized. Many community
authorities in Europe especially claim that the numbers ate, in fact,
significantly higher since many victims choose not to file complaints
which they feel will go answered.

The countries characterized by a significant rise in antisemitc
manifestations in 2004 were: France, where major violent incidents rose
from 64 in 2003 to 96 in 2004. According to the SPCY (Service for the
Protecton of the Jewish Community), the overall number of antisemitic

[9:
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events increased from 503 in 2003 to 590 in 2004, half of them violent,
and among those, a large percentage of physical assaults on Jewish, or
mistakenly Jewish, individuals. In the UK the number of major violent
incidents rose from 50 in 2003 to 84 in 2004. The CST (Community
Security Trust) tallied a total of 532 antisemitic events, the highest
number since 1984, marking an increase of 42 percent from 2003 to
2004 (compared to 15 percent from 2002 to 2003). Physical aggression
was a leading category, replacing to a certain extent that of arson attacks
against synagogues, which marked the years 2001-2003. In Canada the
number of major violent incidents doubled: from 26 m 2003 to 52 in
2004 (out of an overall total of 857 incidents, according to B’nai Brith
League of Human Rights). As in the UK, escalation was rapid, tripling
from 2000 to 2003, and doubling from 2003 to 2004. Cases of physical
aggression and harassment comprised more than half of the incidents in
2004. In Russia the number of major violent incidents increased from
32 to 45; however, unlike western Europe, most involved vandalism of
cemeteries, monuments and property. It is noteworthy that the increase
in numbers of physical acts perpetrated by local extremists in Russia
included attacks against many other groups of minorities and foreigners,
Muslims included. Further, Russia is perhaps the only country where
officials openly express antisemitic opinions and slurs at meetings of
state institutions, such as the Duma, and where anti-incitement laws exist
but are not enforced. In Germany the number of major violent
incidents increased from 34 to 50, and, as in Russia, the majority were
directed against cemeteries and monuments. In the US, where the
numbers had been steady for about a decade, an increase of 17 percent
was registered by the ADL. It should be emphasized, however, that the
overall number of 1,823 in the US includes mainly cases of verbal abuse
and harassment (and 60 of vandalism of synagogues and community
institutes), while very few Jews were physically attacked.

The data noted above bolster our claim that Jews tend to be assaulted
in countries where groups of young immigrants, mainly Muslims but
others too, are not well integrated and envy the perceived success of the
Jews (such as in France, England and Canada), while property,
communal institutions, monuments and cemeteries are vandalized in
places where the extreme right is active (such as in Russia, Germany and
the US).

During 2004 European governmental bodies and non-governmental
organizations (NGOs), as well as international organizations,
demonstrated heightened awareness of the possibility that attacks on
Jews were not necessarily connected to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict but
were FEuropean/global in origin. The number of Muslims in western
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Europe today is about 15 million and rising at about half-a-million a year
— a very high birth rate compared to aging Europe. Demographers
predict that this number will double by the year 2015. Immigrants, both
Muslim and others, come from India and Pakistan (to the UK), from
northern and central Africa and the Caribbean Islands (to France and
Canada), and from Turkey, mostly to Germany. Muslim immigrants tend
to foster a strong group identity and remain apart from the surrounding
society, either because they do not wish to integrate or because of the
host country’s difficulties of absorbing them and other minorities. The
ideal of a multi-cultural societv advanced in Europe since the 1990s,
especially by human rights oriented NGOs, which had relied upon the
concept of gradual assimilation, is now being replaced by a growing
awareness that immediate steps should be taken, principally, in the
general education and education-for-democracy systems in order to
enhance integration. Legislation and law enforcement have so far proved
inadequate in curbing the severity of the violence directed against Jews
and other ethnic minorities and the rising rate of crime in general, and
the authorities, it seems, are wary of taking further measures. Improving
the socio-economic lot of millions of immigrants is clearly a mammoth
task; thus, the left and NGOs feel greater guilt regarding the distress of
the Muslim newcomers than they feel for that of the Jews in their midst.
Moreover, the European left’s view of the Muslim immigrants as the
new ‘working class’ contributes to its sense of solidarity with them.

Since attacks on Jews constitute the spearhead of the aforementioned
development, violent antisemitism was deemed to be the first matter to
be addressed in order to reduce the friction. Therefore, a series of
seminars and conferences dedicated to the struggle against antisemitism
was initiated by governments and European organizations in 2003, and
especially in 2004, accompanied by public polls and sutveys, research
studies and reports. Of special note is the conference held in Berlin in
April 2004, initiated by the 55-member Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and sponsored by the German president
and foreign minister. It was the first conference to adopt operative
decisions, such as appointing overseers, establishing a database and
reaching, by consensus, a clear definition of antisemitism which juridical
and law enforcement authorities would be able to employ.

The progress made toward implementing those decisions will be
examined at an upcoming conference initiated by Spanish Foreign
Minister Miguel Moratinos, president of the OSCE this year, to be held
in Cordoba in early June. Expert input and opinion have been called for
in order to elaborate on and perhaps even approve the definition of
antisemitism discussed by OSCE organs.



Antisemitism Worldwide 2004

Therefore, it may be stated that in parallel to the severe increase in
antisemitic expressions and violence, there has been an awakening and a
growing awareness on the part of governments and organizations that
this problem must be dealt with, and that it originates in intensifying
tensions, especially in western Europe and Canada, between immigrants
and local societies. The prevailing notion that the Middle East dispute
was the main root of the problem (see ASW 2002/3 and 2003/4), is now
being re-examined: a substantial proportion of the immigrants flowing
into Europe come from countries unconnected to Middle East
problems; the rise and fall of andsemitic violence does not necessarily
correlate with the eruption of violence between Israelis and Palestinians;
and since the death of Palestinian Authority Chairman Yasir Arafat in
eatly November 2004, a process of rapprochement between the two
sides has been launched, bringing with it cautious hopes for an
agreement in the future. Nevertheless, there has been no sign of a
decrease in antisemitic violence since the end of 2004. This may be
attributed to today’s reality in which immigration and absorption,
alongside globalization and privatization lead to unemployment and
frustration; in which tensions between multiculturalism and the attempt
to preserve national cultures generates stormy discussions in
democracies; and in which industrialized, rich, aging societies badly need
working hands from the poor countries in the southern hemisphere but
are still unwilling to pay the full price of genuine integration. Rather than
contradict factors noted in previous reports, such as anti-Americanism
and anti-Israel feeling which inflame violence indirectly, those factors
discussed above serve to augment them.
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Between Increasing Violence and Organizational
and Governmental Responses

The year 2004 was marked by two parallel developments. On the one
hand, there was a continued intensification of antisemitic manifestations,
culminating in the highest number of violent incidents recorded — mostly
in Europe - since the end of the World War I1. On the other hand, there
were clear signs that in contrast to the first years of the current wave that
began in autumn 2000, some European countries are much more
determined today to combat antisemitism. There appears to be growing
awareness among them of the impact of this antisemitic upsurge on the
well-being and safety of the Jews and their relationship with their
governments and fellow citizens, and no less importantly, on public
order in the streets.

This analysis is divided into two parts. The first part examines the
characteristics of the continuing wave of antisemitic manifestations. In
regard to acts of violence and vandalism, there will be an attempt, albeit
a cautious one, to relate to a difficult and controversial question: the
identification of the perpetrators and their motives.

The second part will be devoted to national and international
activities initiated to combat antisemitism. Here a comparison will be
made between various reactions to aatisemitism around the world.
Special attention will be given to the new phenomenon of international,
particularly pan-European, cooperation in the struggle against
antisemitism, characterized in 2004 by international conventions.

PART I

JEWS AS VICTIMS OF INTIMIDATION AND VIOLENCE

Three locations — western Europe (especially the UK, France and
Belgium), Canada and Russia — stand oug, in particular, in 2004 in terms
of their levels of violence and vandalism directed against Jewish
individuals and Jewish sites and institutions.

Western Europe

On 25 June 2004 a 16-year-old yeshiva student, Noach Schmal, was
stabbed in the back and seriously injured in Antwerp. This attack, which
left him hospitalized with a damaged lung, represents only one of an
unprecedented number of such incidents with clear intention to kill or
harm the victim severely that took place in 2004 throughout the world
and especially in western Europe.
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The testimonies given tegarding this particular attack resembled those
that followed many other brutal incidents that took place in 2004,
although the majority did not end in such serious injury. For the most
part, the victim was a ‘visible’ Jew wearing a skullcap and in many cases
traditional Jewish clothing. He was attacked by one or more perpetrators,
without any provocation on his part. In Britain, for example, six young
thugs attacked a Jewish family on their way home from synagogue in
Chigwell, Essex, on 9 April.

Frequently, antisemitic slogans were shouted during the attack. On 29
June, two secondary school pupils were on their way home from school
on Flandres Street in the 19th arrondissement in Paris when a car
blocked their way and several people brandishing sticks with metal
points got out. They caught one of the boys, pushed him against a wall
and beat him unconscious. The attackers shouted “Dirty Jew” during the
attack. The other child escaped.

Undl recently, the phenomenon of Jews suffering physical attacks
accompanied by antsemitic verbal abuse had been unthinkable in
postwar Europe. Today Jews are threatened with gassing, cremation or
murder near their homes and synagogues and on the streets of their
hometowns. Moreover, the victims of antisemitic violence are Jews of all
ages, including the elderly and the sick. In Copenhagen, Denmark, a man
of Middle Fastern appearance threw shoes at an 80-year-old Jewish
woman on 26 April; in Boulogne, France, an 81-year-old Jewish man was
attacked in his building on 26 November; and in Paris, a handicapped
Jewish woman was cursed and shaken in the street on 8 October.

The main targets, however, tended to be ‘visibly Jewish’, mainly
religious, children and young adults. They were harassed by fellow
pupils, spat on and insulted on their way to school and beaten up on
their way to or from synagogue. They were also hounded during soccer
games and on public transport, and received e-mails and SMS messages
with threats and insults. Fear of violence and abuse has caused Jewish
pupils to leave the public schools and register at Jewish schools.
According to Patrick Petit-Ohayon, coordinator for Jewish schools at the
Fonds Social Juif Unifié, the number of students in Jewish schools in
France rose from a total of 1,500 students in 1980 to more than 30,000
in 2003.

Numerous Jewish sites were desecrated throughout Europe in 2004.
Holocaust memorials and Jewish prayer houses and neighborhoods were
smeared with Nazi slogans and antisemitic graffiti. Some were severely
vandalized, such as a synagogue in Toulon, France, which was
firecbombed on the night of 22-23 March, and the offices of the

10
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Orthodox outreach organization Esh Hatorah in London, which were
destroyed by fire on 24 June 2004.

In 2003, 25 out of 34 incidents of anti-Jewish violence and vandalism
perpetrated in Germany were directed against cemeteries and memorials;
in 2004 there were 35 such incidents out of a total of 50. On 24 June, for
example, swastikas and other Nazi symbols were smeared on more than
40 graves in the Jewish cemetery in Ditsseldorf and on 10 April 2004, a
Holocaust memorial in Shoénberg was defaced by swastikas and SS
symbols.

Canada

Since the onset of the autumn 2000 wave of antisemitism, Canada has
become one of the major scenes of anti-Jewish violence and vandalism.
This trend reached a peak in 2004, with an increase of 100 percent over
2003. The most serious incident took place on 5 April 2004 when an
arson attack destroyed the library of the St. Laurant branch of the United
Talmud Torah elementary school in Montreal. There was a three-fold
increase in cases of cemetery desecratdon. For instance, at the oldest
Jewish cemetery in Montreal, Nazi symbols, including swastikas, SS signs
and “Heil Hitler,” were sprayed on tombstones on 30 April 2004. Of
particular concern was the 60 percent increase from 2003 in targeting of
Jewish private property. On the night of 21 March 2004, for example,
thirteen Jewish homes in Vaughn, a Toronto suburb, were defaced with
antisemitic graffiti. Swastikas and racist messages were painted on garage
doors, cars and front doors. A week previously, houses and cars in a
Jewish neighborhood were similatly damaged in the Toronto suburb of
Thornhill.

Russia

Russia was another major scene of anti-Jewish violence and vandalism in
2004. The 52 serious violent incidents recorded represent an increase of
40 percent over 2003. Attempting to kill Jews and severely damaging
Jewish institutions were the hallmarks of antisemitic violence in Russia.
On 4 February 2004, for example, three petrol bombs were thrown at
the Chelyabinsk synagogue, igniting a fire in the library, while on 5
March 2004, a bomb of about 200 kg exploded near the Institute for the
Study of Judaism in the center of Moscow. The attack, which took place
on the eve of the Purim holiday, caused no injuries.

As in Germany, cemeteries and memorials constitute prime targets.
On 14 February 2004 vandals broke 50 gravestones at the St. Petersburg
Jewish cemetery, painted swastikas on some of them and left antisemitic
leaflets nearby, while on 17 December 2004 swastikas and antisemitic

11
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slogans were daubed on 40 Jewish gravestones in the Preobrazhenskii
cemetery in St. Petersburg,

THE PERPETRATORS

Since the wave of antisemitic manifestations broke out in late 2000 and
its continued tise, identification of the perpetrators has become a central
but controversial issue in fighting this phenomenon. Its importance is
clear: the task of analyzing the reasons for the upsurge in antisemitism as
well as efforts to counter it might reach a deadlock if the identity of the
perpetrators is not first clarified. When facing hate crimes, especially
when they occur with such frequency, the researcher needs to determine
whether the offenses were carried out by organized groups or by
individuals, and whether intentionally or spontaneously. In addition, it is
important to examine the motive, or possibly motives, for the crime
(ideological, sociological, psychological). This task has proved difficult in
the UK, for example, since the perpetrators almost invariably attacked at
night and from behind, and many of the victims were elderly and/or
ultra-Orthodox Jews who were unable to provide many details. In
France, according to Interior Minister Dominique de Villepin, the
motive behind 80 percent of antisemitic incidents was unclear as the
perpetrators had not been caught. In Canada, too, the report of the
League of Human Rights states that “one of the hallmarks of a hate
crime is that the perpetrator strikes out anonymously. Therefore, most
cases of hate-motivated activity rarely result in any criminal investigation
because no perpetrator can be identified.”

Western Europe

The debate over the identification of the perpetrators intensified in the
wake of the controversy over the findings of the Center for Research on
Antisemitism at the Technische Universitit Berlin (Werner Bergmann
and Julianne Wetzel, “Manifestations of Antisemitism in the European
Union,” March 2003). The report was commissioned by the European
Monitoring Centre on Racism and Xenophobia (EUMC) of the
European Commission, and covered only the first half of 2002. The
authors came to the conclusion that while desecration of synagogues,
cemeteries, swastika graffit, and threatening and insulting mail during
this period could be attributed to the far right, more extreme attacks on
Jewish sites as well as physical assaults on Jews were committed mainly
by young Muslims, mostly of Arab descent. Bergman and Wetzel pointed
to the growing tensions between Israclis and Palestinians which had
culminated in the outbreak of the second intifada, as a principal factor
mobilizing the majority of antisemitic perpetrators, namely young
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Muslims. In this context they emphasized that “antisemitic statements
came from the pro-Palestinian left as well as politicians and citizens from
the political mainstream.”

At the beginning of 2004, the EUMC published a second report on
antisemitism in 15 European Union (EU) member states in the years
2002-3 (Alexander Pollak and Alexander Joskowicz, “Manifestations of
Antisemitism in EU 2002-20037). Concerning the perpetrators, the
report was more equivocal, claiming that while in some countries such as
France and Denmark the centrality of “voung Muslim males” was more
evident, this was less certain in regard to all other countries, among them
the Netherlands and even the UK. According to the authors, the fact
that in many cases the bulk of the evidence was from the victim’s
‘description’, which could not always be substandated, was a principal
reason for caution.

The lack of clarity concerning the identification of the perpetrators,
namely the role played by youths of Arabic/Islamic origin compared to
that of extreme rightists, described in the EUMC report as “young white
males,” contradicted three major findings repeated in reports sent to us
from various EU member states. One was that according to the
testimonies of victims of violent antisemitic attacks, not only in France
and Denmark but all over Europe, the perpetrators, when identified by
their victims, often belonged to ethnic minorities — ‘young Muslims’,
‘young Asians’ or ‘young North Africans’. While under attack, the victim
may not have been able to distinguish between North Africans, Arabs
trom Middle East countries or persons from other countries in Africa, it
is unlikely that s/he would confuse them with ‘young white males’.

Secondly, data gathered worldwide by the Institute for over a decade
about the targets of antisemitic activities and the modus operandi of the
perpetrators indicate that the percentage of physical assaults against
Jewish individuals has increased dramatically compared to incidents of
cemetery and synagogue desecration. Although the number of cases in
which the police succeeded in establishing the identification of the
perpetrators of physical attacks is significantly small (in FPrance,
according to the interior minister, only 20 percent), the involvement of
Arabs, Muslims or members of other ethnic minorities in those acts was
much higher than that of members of the extreme right. Therefore, one
can point to the central role of young people from families of
immigrants in antisemitic activities, and particulatly in physical violence
against Jews.

Thirdly, over the last few years, and even during the 1990s, there have
been clear indications of a link between tensions in the Middle East and
the rise in antisemitic manifestations in western Europe. In 2003, for
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example, some European countries witnessed two waves of antisemitic
incidents, first in March when the war in Iraq began, and later in
October—November, following the suicide bombing at a Haifa restaurant
and the Israeli retaliation in Syria (see ASW 2003/4). The impact of
events in the Middle East on the level of antisemitic manifestations in
BEurope was noticeable again in 2004 when the assassination of Hamas
leader Shaykh Ahmad Yasin resulted in a significant increase in hate
crimes directed against Jews in the UK. A similar trend was noted in
Canada, too (sce below).

Nevertheless, the link between events in the Middle East and the rise
in antisemitic incidents should be analyzed very carefully. It certainly can
not serve as the sole and probably not even as the main explanation for
the continuous rise of antsemitic incidents. While Middle East events
may have prompted the eruption of antisemitic incidents, socio-
economic and psychological disaffection of immigrants in Europe today
should be examined as the wider background for antisemitic activities. In
the UK, for instance, events in the Middle East may explain the increase
in some cases, but in many others the motive is unclear. There was no
obvious reason, for example, for the relatively high number of incidents
that occurred in the UK in June 2004, including two serious attacks, or
for the monthly peaks of February and May in France.

Socio-economic dislocation as the principal condition for the
perpetration of hate crimes was stressed in one of the latest studies
published in Europe on racism and antisemitism. Composed by Jean-
Christophe Rufin, president of Action against Hunger, at the request of
the French interior minister, it states that the so-called new antisemitism
“appears to be more heterogeneous than believed by those who see it as
a problem specifically among people of Maghreb (North African) origin
and as a natural consequence of events in the Middle East.” Moreover,
based on various sources, among them the French police and the
gendarmerie, he concluded that only a “relatively low number of the
perpetrators were of North African otigin.” Many were immigrants from
countries without any connection to the Arab-Israeli issue, such as
African and Caribbean states. His basic thesis is that in the three
“statistical categories of perpetrators of antisemitic violence [immigrants,
extreme right and unspecified] the common trait seems to be found
more in a sense of uprootedness, a loss of reference points and an
identity crisis.”

The main reason for violence scems therefore to be mainly social
frustration, and those who belong to disaffected groups appear to be
more ready to adopt extreme means against those perceived as belonging
to a successful group. This may be seen clearly today, in districts such as



General Analysis

Kreuzberg, in Berlin, where most of the population are immigrants from
Muslim countries especially Turkey, but also Jewish immigrants from the
former CIS countries. In the UK, a mixed Afro-Caribbean/Arab group
carried out a series of attacks in Stamford Hill against ultra-Orthodox
Jews in December. In this context, too, it is crucial to stress the role of
extreme anti-Israel propaganda — which frequently includes andsemitc
motifs, and particularly the dehumanizadon of Israel — not only in
extreme left and extreme right publications but also in the mainstream
media, in inciting those who initially were not part of the antisemitic
milieu, or did not belong to any extremist religious movement, to
participate in antisemitic activities.

This conclusion correlates with our observation that antisemitism in
Europe is not imported from the Middle East, as clamed by many —
although events in the Middle East have served as a trigger for the wave
of anti-Jewish violence that began in autumn 2000. It is first and
foremost a European problem: “Nothing can be gained in the fight
against antisernitism without tackling the issue of social marginalization,”
states Rufin.

North America

In regard to the identification of perpetrators and their impact on the
level of violent antisemitic incidents, the situation in the US and Canada
is quite different. In the US, overall data on antisemitic manifestations
collected by the ADL show an increase of 17 percent over 2003,
including a marked rise of 27 percent in the harassment category and a
small increase of 3 percent in vandalism. Nevertheless, the number of
assaults on Jewish individuals was quite low, no more than a handful.
The majority of antisemitic events were verbal insults, including slurs and
mockery. In addition, the number of extreme violent acts, such as arson
against communal or private property was relatively low as well. In
Canada, on the other hand, there was a 100 percent increase in violent
incidents.

The difference levels of violence between the two neighbors may lie
in the greater role played by young immigrants, mainly from Muslim
countries, in antisemitic incidents in Canada. Although as in western
Europe, the perpetrators in most cases are not identified, the ADL did
not find evidence of significant involvement of Arabs/Muslims in
antisemitic activities in the US and its findings point to the role of the
extreme right in incidents of harassment and especially in the distribution
of propaganda. In Canada, however, despite difficulties in establishing
the identification of the perpetrators, the League for Human Rights
stated: “In 2004, as in 2003, the single most active group in carrying out
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antisemitic incidents was found to be made up of persons who identified
themselves as Arab. In fact, the number in this category more than
doubled from 36 in 2003 to 80 in 2004.”

As in the UK, the highest monthly total — 156 incidents — occurred in
March, representing close to one-fifth of the entire year’s total, probably
in response to the assassination of Shaykh Ahmad Yasin.

It is reasonable to assume that in Canada the significant involvement
of Arabs/Muslims in antisemitic activities affected the nature of the
incidents, which was much more violent than in the US. Although as
shown in the past, a Tone wolf from the extreme right in the US can
bring about death and destruction, extreme rightists there have been less
frequently involved in physical violence against Jews than have
Arabs/Muslims in Canada.

The CIS
In the CIS those responsible for xenophobic and antisemitic
manifestations may be classified into two categories. The first consists of
public figures and officials, such as members of parliament, ministers,
election candidates and members of the security forces. During a speech
in the Russian Duma in May 2004, for example, Nikolaii Pavlov, a
member of the nationalist Motherland Bloc blamed Jews working in
national television for the violence, sadism, petversion and russophobia
that he alleged were constantly being broadcast. Moreover, on 1 July,
speaking at a conference in Beirut, Russian Senator Nikolai
Kondratenko, (Communist Party of Russian Federation — KPRE)
accused the Zionists of genocide against the Russian people. In Ukraine,
during a debate on Ukrainian television Channel UT-1 screened on 20
October 2004, Vladimir Nechiporuk, an independent candidate in the
2004 presidential elections, told his opponent Piotr Simonenko
(Communist Party) that “kike-masons” were culpable for the liquidation
of the Ukrainian people under Soviet rule. He also said that if he won
the election he would deport all “Jewish oligarchs” from Ukraine.
Similarly, on 9 July 2004, while announcing his candidacy for the
Ukrainian presidentdal elections, Bogdan Boyko, chairman of the
National Movement of Ukraine for Unity (NRU), claimed that the Jews
were a “fifth column” in Ukraine (see also under ‘Responses’ below). In
Belarus, when the Union of Belarus Jewish Communities protested
against the intention to disband the International Humanitarian Institute
which included the only school of Judaism in the country, Belarus MP
Sergii Kostyan remarked that Belarus was not a Zionist country.
Members of the second category are adults and youths from the
ranks of those not necessarily affiliated to organized racist or skinhead
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groups such as the RNE (Russian National Unity), the neo-Nazi Schultz-
88 in Russia, or the National Salvation Front in Ukraine which was
responsible for the circulation of leaflets accusing the Jews of murdering
Jesus and called for their deportation.

Contrary to the situation in western Europe, the great majority of
antisemitic acts in the CIS are not carried out by Muslims. In fact, in the
non-Muslim states and in Russia in particular, Muslims and their holy
places are often the target of racist harassment and attacks. For example,
in May 2004, 11 tombstones were desecrated in the Muslim cemetery of
Obninsk, Kaluga region (Russia).

It seems that particularly in Russia antisemitism must be examined in
the wider context of xenophobia. In 2004 there was a significant increase
in violence against foreigners, including murders. Most of the attacks
took place in Moscow and St. Petersburg, but also in other cites around
the country. Among the victims were Russian citizens of Caucasian
origin and foreigners from Afghanistan, Vietnam, Jordan, China, Korea
and Syria, among others. On 8 December 2004 Viktor Papsuev, section
head in the criminal police department of the Ministry of Interior,
reported that as of the beginning of 2004 there had been 283 crimes
committed against foreign students in Russia, neatly one-third of which
had occurred in the St. Petersburg area. A nine-year-old girl of Tajik
origin was murdered in St. Petersburg on 9 February, and on 5 March,
School no. 288 in the same city was set alight, presumably by skinheads.
Most of the pupils there are of Azerbaijani origin. In 2004 an increase
was also recorded in damage to cultural and holy sites of practically all
religions. In early 2004 a Pravoslav chapel in Kirov was painted with
swastikas and the words “We are back” On 4 June 2004 unknown
persons set fire to an Armenian cultural center in Irkutsk. In August an
explosive devise was thrown into the Evangelical prayer house in
Izhevsk. In November an Adventist prayer house in Nizhnii Novgorod
was damaged by local RNE members

Latin America

In Latin America, and particularly in Venezuela, politicians and high
ranking officials openly express antisemitic views. A blatant example of
anti-Jewish attitudes under the populist administraton of Venezuela’s
President Hugo Chavez (see ASW 2003/4), occurred in November—
December 2004. On 29 November the intelligence forces of the
Venezuelan police raided a Jewish elementary and high school in the
Hebraica Cultural and Sports Club, allegedly in search of arms. Some
1,500 children were arriving at school at that time in the morning. Judge
Michel Moreno had ordered the raid in an attempt to link the Jewish
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community to terrorism following the murder of Federal Prosecutor
Danilo Anderson. The Jewish umbrella organization CAIV publicly
repudiated the crime, but the state Venezuela Television had been
reporting for days that the Mossad was behind the assassination.
Another serious incident demonstrating the antisemitic atmosphere in
Venezuela occurred on 7 May 2004, when Venezuelan state radio
accused Venezuelan born and bred Jews of trying to influence officials
of the US administration in opposing Venezuelan President Hugo
Chavez. The broadcast claimed that Jews were disloyal to Venezuela. On
15 August 2004 the words “No to Jews and defectives” were sprayed on
the Or Hatorah synagogue in Caracas.

The unprecedented police raid on a Jewish school provoked anger
among Jewish communities and organizations abroad. The American
Jewish Committee expressed outrage at “this unprecedented and
unwarranted raid on a Jewish institution by local police which
traumatized the children and their families.” Both the Argentinean
DAIA and the Jewish community of Spain conveyed their indignation
and their solidarity with the Venezuelan community.

Cemetery desecration, vandalism, particularly graffiti, and threat
letters to community leaders are the most common activities against Jews
and Jewish property in Latin America. As elsewhere, the perpetrators are
seldom caught; nevertheless, Nazi symbols and slogans such as those left
at the entrance to the Ciudadela Jewish cemetery in Buenos Aires on 14
November, or a day later near the Maimonides School in that city, reveal
that they are mostly right-wing extremists. The Jewish cemetery of
Liniers near Buenos Aires was desecrated four times during 2004 with
swastikas and other Nazi symbols, once on the night of 8-9 November,
the anniversary of Kristallnacht. Further, at the beginning of November,
three Jewish institutions received bomb threats: the Hebraica Jewish
Club, Paso Temple and the Sephardic Congregation. The leading
Argentinean Jewish organization DAIA reported a rise in antisemitic
incidents in 2004,

In Brazil, the Beth Jacob Synagogue, Campinas, was defaced with
antisemitic graffid and swastikas on 11-12 October, and in Chile, “Jews
get out” was scrawled, on 11 November, on a wall near a Jewish
community building in Vifia del Mar. In Uruguay, too, graffiti, consisting
of a swastika saying “Happy Birthday, Adolf Hitler,” “Heil Hitler,” and
“Death to all the Masonic Jews” and signed by the “Waffen SS,” was
found near the Sephardi Community Synagogue in Montevideo. The
extreme right is mainly responsible for hate messages against Jews on the
Internet as well.
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In Venezuela and Brazil, the extreme left spreads virulendy anti-
Zionist propaganda that verges on antisemitism. The journal Humanus,
for example, compared Zionism to Nazism and ran a photomontage of
Einstein/Hitler. In another example linking antisemitism and ant-
Zionism, a poster, decorated with anti-Zionist slogans, showed a man
tossing a Star of David into the garbage.

PART 11

WORLDWIDE RESPONSE TO ANTISEMITISM

Europe

After some hesitation in recognizing the fact that they were facing an
unprecedented wave of antisemitic incidents, the EU and its member
states finally realized that antsemitism had become a threat not only to
their Jewish citizens but to the democratic order. The year 2004 was
marked by considerable progress in Europe in the struggle against
antisemitism, both at the national and pan-European level. The decision
to act against antisemitism, racism and xenophobia was accompanied by
numerous governmental and non-governmental actions and educational
programs in most Buropean countries and such measures have become a
basic requirement for states seeking to join the EU.

In 1993 the Council of Europe (CoE) Vienna Summit established the
European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI), which
was entrusted with the task of combating racism, xenophobia,
antisemitism and intolerance from the perspective of human rights
protection. The political declaration issued by the 2000 European
Conference against Racism in Strasbourg called for strengthening the
ECRI, and subsequently the CoE consolidated the latter’s role as the
primary mechanism for monitoring racism and racial discrimination.

ECRI carries out its work through regular in-depth country analyses,
proposing ways of dealing with racism in individual countries and
maintaining a confidential dialogue with national authorides. It has now
embarked on its third round of country reports, and in 2004 covered
Albania, Austria, Bosnia, Herzegovina, Croatia, France, Poland, Sweden,
Macedonia, Turkey and the United Kingdom. In 2005 it will examine
Cyprus, Denmark, Estonia, Italy, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Romania,
Russian Federation and Spain.

In parallel, ECRI works on the general themes of combating racism
and intolerance, which are elaborated through General Policy
Recommendations addressed to member states and which provide
guidelines for policy makers. To date, ECRI has adopted nine such
recommendations on important trans-European themes, including
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Combating Antisemitism (General Policy Recommendation no. 9,
adopted on 25 June 2004) and Combating the Dissemination of Racist
and  Antisemitic Material on the Internet (General Policy
Recommendation no. 6, adopted on 7 November 2002). The first of
these reflected ECRI’s concern over the increase in the dissemination of
antisemitic ideas and acts of violence perpetrated against members of
Jewish communities and their institutions. The text, adopted after wide
consultation with Jewish NGOs, human rights NGOs and others,
reflects ECRI’s conviction that “while requiring actions that take account
of its specificities, combating antisemitism is an integral and intrinsic
component of the fight against racism.” The recommendation suggests
legal and policy measures that states should undertake in a variety of
areas, including criminal legislation, education and awareness-raising,
tesearch and inter-religious dialogue.

Recommendation no. 6 was followed by the publication, in January
2003, of Additional Protocol to the (2001) Convention on Cybercrime,
concerning the criminalization of acts of a racist and xenophobic nature
committed through computer systems. It requires signatories to adopt
legislative and other measures to establish as criminal offenses under
their domestic law “the distribution of racist and xenophobic threats and
insults and denial, gross minimisation, approval or justification of
genocide or crimes against humanity.” The protocol is clearly designed
to combat, among other things, the promotion of antisemitic messages
and Holocaust denial.

The EU investgated mounting antisemitism within its territory,
finally publishing, in December 2003, the report by the European Union
Monitoring Centre against Racism and Xenophobia (EUMC) prepared
by the Antisemitism Research Institute at Berlin’s Technical University.

A second report on “Perceptions of Antisemitism in the Huropean
Union,” which took account of the findings of Jewish community
monitoring bodies and others, was published together with the main
country analyses as “Manifestations of Antisemitism in the EU 2002-
2003 in March 2004. The findings of these long-awaited reports were as
controversial as the events surrounding their publication. The press
release that accompanied them suggested that the far right remained the
main promoter of antisemitism within Europe, whereas the body of the
report, and particularly the general assessments within it, suggested, as
noted above, a much more complicated picture. Another questionable
part was the theoretical discussion on definitions. While listing old
Jewish stereotypes as the defining characteristic of antisemitism, it
maintained that attacks on Jews motivated by anti-Israel feeling should
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not be considered antisemitic (see Ken Stern, “Defining Antisemitism,”
in Antisemitism Worldwide 2003 /4, 2005).

A second initiative undertaken by the European Commission (EC),
which followed a series of meetings between European Jewish Congress
(EJC) leaders and elected EC leaders from 2003 onwards, resulted in a
seminar held in Brussels in February 2004 under the joint auspices of the
EC, the EJC and the Conference of European Rabbis. Here a succession
of Jewish leaders voiced their increasing concern at the damage being
done to Europe by its failure to confront rising antisemitic levels. Jewish
NGOs urged the EU in December to establish an overseeing committee
composed of EC and E]JC officials to monitor antisemitism within the
EU.

At the parliamentary level, the European Parliament passed a
resolution on Holocaust, Antisemitism and Racism on 27 January 2004,
the anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz and the day matked by
most EU countries to commemorate the Holocaust. The resolution,
passed unanimously, condemned ignorance among the young concerning
“the most shameful and painful pages of the history of our continent.”

The resolution combined the various strands and political decisions
of recent years, including those on racism, xenophobia and antsemitism,
EUMC reports, the Berlin OSCE Declaration (see below) and the
January 2000 Declaration of the Stockholm International Forum on the
Holocaust, which called for improved education on the Holocaust. The
text noted the heightened sense of insecurity of European Jews resultng
from the rise in attacks on their communities and members and the
increasing dissemination of antisemitic propaganda via the Internet, and
called on member states and the EC to strengthen the fight against
antisernitism and racism by vatious means.

However it was the OSCE that made the most progress during 2004.
The Vienna Conference on Antisemitism (June 2003), a direct outcome
of the OSCE Ministerial Council meeting in December 2002, was the
first high-level conference by an international organization devoted
specifically to antisemitism. The Vienna meeting gave representatives of
Jewish NGOs the opportunity to define the problem for diplomatic and
governmental representatives, but it was clear that a more focused
conference was requited to examine the specifics of countering
antisemitism. This was proposed by the German delegation and was
given impetus by an OSCE Parliamentary Assembly resolution passed in
Rotterdam in July 2003.

The resulting Berlin Conference of April 2004 produced the Berlin
Declaration, which was ratified by the OSCE Permanent and Ministerial
Councils in December 2004, The declaration bound the 55 participating
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states to strive to ensure that their legal systems provided a safe
environment free of antisemitic harassment, violence and discrimination,
promoted educational programs to combat antisemitism, advanced
Holocaust remembrance through education, combated hate crimes,
particulatly those fuelled by media and Internet propaganda, and,
notably, collected and maintained information and statistics on
antisemitic and other hate crimes. It tasked its Warsaw-based Office for
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) to work with
other OSCE institutions, the United Nations Committee on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination, ECRI and EUMC, as well as
international institutions and NGOs, in gathering relevant information,
reporting its findings to the Permanent Council, and making these
findings public. It also called for the systematic collection and
dissemination of information on best practice for preventing and
responding to antisemitism throughout the OSCE area.

The Ministerial Council welcomed the work done during 2004; it
noted the Berlin and Brussels Declarations (on the fight against racism,
xenophobia and discrimination) and called on the OSCE to intensify
efforts to implement the decisions. It mentioned the offer by the Spanish
government to host a further implementation conference to be held in
Cordoba in June 2005 and approved the intention of the chairman in
office (Bulgarian Foreign Minister Solomon Passy for the 2004/5 period)
to appoint three personal representatives who would carry forward
decisions reached. In the case of antisemitism, the personal
representative is Professor Gert Weisskirchen, OSCE Parliamentary
Association vice-president and foreign affairs spokesman of the Social
Democrat Party in the German Parliament.

Thus, for the first time, an international body has been given some
teeth in the fight against antisemitism through the institution of
monitoring programs and the provision of a report-back mechanism
which, in theory, can call states to account if they fail to implement the
agreements. The ODIHR plan relates to three databases for collecting
and publishing information on antisemitic incidents, model legislation,
and educational initiatives. To implement these plans, it appointed Dr
Kathrin Meyer its advisor on antisemitism issues, to work with the
Intolerance and Non-Discrimination Program,

It should be noted that while the majority of EU governments —
Austria, Belgium, Greece, Spain, Ireland, Germany, France, the
Netherlands, Sweden, and the United Kingdom — collect and publish
data on antisemitism, others such as Luxembourg, Italy, Portugal and
Finland do not. Denmark monitors racist crimes but does not specify
antisemitically motivated offenses. The OSCE Parliamentary Assembly,
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meeting in Edinburgh in July 2004, called upon participating states to
ensure that all antisemitically motivated and hate crimes were made
illegal. The same concern guided European Justice Commissioner
Franco Frattini, who proposed a contnent-wide law against racism,
xenophobia and antisemitism at an international conference on 15
December 2004 in Rome, hosted by the Italian Foreign Ministry.

A landmark in the fight against the spread of hatred in Europe was
the stand taken by France against the Hizballah TV station al-Manar. In
an attempt to curb the level of incitement to antisemitism through the
media, the Committee for Audio and Visual Media banned, in early
February 2004, the television seties a/-Shatat (The Diaspora), based on
The Protocols of the Elders of Zion and screened by al-Manar. On 23
November al-Manar accused Israel of spreading AIDS to Arab countries
and referred to suicide bombers as ‘martyrs’. After protests by the Jewish
community, Prime Minister Jean-Plerre Raffarin described al-Manat’s
programs as “incompatible with our values,” and on 13 December al-
Manar transmissions were prohibited by the highest French court.

Internationally, the French government’s ban on al-Manar prompted
an examination of the station’s operations in the United States. In eatly
2005 the US government added the station to the Terrorism Exclusion
List, thus proscribing employees of the organization from entering or
doing business within the United States.

Hate spread on the Internet is a central issue in combating
antisemitism today. In June 2004 a special conference in the framework
of the OSCE was held in Paris, on “Antisemitic Propaganda on the
Internet.” Likewise, this meeting resulted in a declaration by the
Permanent and Ministerial Councils in December, which asked all 55
states to take action to ensure that the Internet remained an open and
public forum for freedom of opinion and expression, but also to
investigate and, where applicable, prosecute violence and criminal threats
of violence, motivated by racist, xenophobic, antisemitic or other related
bias. It called on states to train law enforcement agents and prosecutors
in addressing crimes instigated by these motives on the Internet, and to
share information on successful training programs.

The initiatives taken in Europe, with the support and sometimes
pressure of the US (see below), as well as the prominent involvement of
Jewish organizations, had some impact. In Latin America the presidents
and governments of Argentina and Brazil responded to the call of the
World Jewish Congress and expressed their full support for the
international campaign against antisemitism. The preface of the
declaration of the Argentinean Senate against antisemitism mentions the
OSCE resolutions, the Berlin Declaraton and the support of the
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American Senate for the president’s decision to monitor antisemitism
worldwide. Numerous national organizations and institutions in
Argentina endorsed the declaration of their own Senate.

The US

The Administration: The year 2004 saw groundbreaking work by the US
government in focusing on, acknowledging — and most important —
pledging to deal with antisemitism and attacks against Jews throughout
the wotld. The US government Global Antisemitism Review Act was
signed into law by President George W. Bush on 16 October 2004. The
State Department issued instructions to US embassies around the world
to explicitly report acts of violence against Jews and Jewish property and
the measures governments were taking against them. In the first report
for 2004 commissioned by the US Department of State, Special Envoy
for Holocaust Issues Ambassador Edward B. O’Donnell declared that
there had been an “increasing frequency and severity of antisemitic
incidents since the start of the 21st century, particularly in Europe,” and
that “in recent vears, incidents have been more targeted in nature with
perpetrators appeating to have the specific intent to attack Jews and
Judaism.”

Moreover, the report emphasized a major aspect of antisemitism
today, the linkage between antisemitism and anti-Americanism, namely,
that both on the left and the right there is a confluence between
antisemitic ideas and anti-Americanism, hinging specifically on America's
support for and efforts to safeguard Israel, and more generally on
criticism of America's war in Iraq and of overall foreign policy (see ASWH
2003/4). The report stated that outspoken attacks by militants of the far
right and the far left, as well as by representatives of the Islamic
community in Europe, against the policies and leaders of Israel and the
US were seen as a factor in the targeting of individual Jews or Jewish
institutions.

Recognizing the significance of antisemitism and its linkage to
internatonal developments, in which the US plays a major role, the US
administration has been a leading actor in organizing international
conferences to discuss the increase in antisemitism and means of
combating it, particularly the June 2003 OSCE meeting in Vienna,
followed by the April 2004 conference in Berlin (see above). While the
OSCE was the most far-reaching and effective multilateral instrument
for investigating and working on the issue of antisemitism in 2004, a
historic conference was held in June 2004 at the United Nations in New
York, where antisemitism was discussed for the first time by the UN
General Assembly. Further action by the UN included a November 2004
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resolution that denounced all forms of religious intolerance, and which
specifically included antisemitism.

Right-Wing Extremists and Holocaust Deniers: The response of right-wing
extremists in the US to the increase of antsemitic manifestations in
Europe and measures to contain it has been muted, in part because their
groups are in turmoil and undergoing transition due to deaths,
imprisonment and instability among the leadership. This is true for
several of the major groups, such as Aryan Nations, National Alliance
and the Creativity Movement, which have consequenty lost members
and influence. Nevertheless, some familiar themes have been expressed
by extremist groups in response to America's call for formal ant-hate
legislation and official steps to curb antisemitism worldwide. Far- right
publications have combined criticism of what they perceive as increasing
governmental interference and infringement of personal freedoms with
diatribes against Jews, who are seen as the originators of the new
legislation in the United States and Europe. There are classic allegations
of Jewish totalitarian power and of Jews striving to manipulate and
control the world for their own benefit. The term “Zionism’ is equated
both with Jews and with Israel. American Free Press in December saw
“the expanding influence of international Zionism” in attempts to
recognize and legislate against all manifestations of antisemitdsm. Also in
December, The Crusader, a Ku Klux Klan publication, wrote that “while
antisemitism is viewed by many to include everything from actual
violence to merely questioning the actions of the state of Israel.... [c]ount
yourself worthy to be hated by those who hate Jesus Chtist.” The entire
September issue of the Darid Duke Report, a publication of former Ku
Klux Klan leader David Duke, consisted of a long antisemitic tirade,
focusing on freedom of speech: “The most powerful special interest
groups in the Western world are those supporting the agendas of Jewish
supremacism.... lawmakers, at the behest of Jewish supremacist groups...
lare] passing legislation that increases penaldes for crimes if the
offending person uttered the wrong speech or even had the wrong
thoughts.”

The effort to quash antisemitic manifestations is seen by extremists as
an ominous conspiracy to destroy Christian and non-Jewish society, and
to assert Jewish hegemony. WR Newsletter, a publication of the neo-Nazi
White Revolution, wrote in February that “international, organized, and
Zionist Jewry have long had a plan and have continually engaged in
efforts to essentially destroy all homogenous White societies along their
way to world domination.” The CDL Report, a Christan ‘Identity’
publication complained in December: “Hate laws are drafted by Jewry
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for their benefit. These laws oppress American citizens and are used
selectively against Christians and European Americans.”

While racist anti-Arab comments continued to dominate American
extremist rhetoric, in 2004 some on the far right expressed support for
Muslims and the Palestinian cause. There were discussions of possible
alliances with Muslims, such as a posting in the neo-Nazi Aryan Nations
website forum in November which considered the idea of “a possible
liaison between Muslims and National Socialists in a common fight
against the Jew.” Approval of aspects of Islam surfaced more frequently,
especially with regard to issues that harmonized with conservative
Christianity. The First Freedom, a Southern heritage publication, published
an article in its August issue by Michael Hoffman II, a Holocaust
revisionist, which appeared to support Muslim and Muslim rights in
western countries, in general, and Muslim women covering their heads in
Europe, in particular. He wrote: “Who is to blame for the demise of
Europe — the healthy, fertile Muslims or the anemic, self-extinguishing
denizens of the House of Usher... Now crusader George W. Bush is on a
campaign to “free Muslim women” from standards of propriety and
modesty not so different — at least in spitit — from what prevailed
universally in the West as recently as four decades ago.”

Alongside customary invective against Judaism as a religion,
particularly against the Talmud, positive statements were made about
Islam vis-a-vis Christianity. In September David Duke claimed that
Muslims have “easily verifiable sentiments of respect and veneration...
toward Christ and those who follow him... including a shared belief in
Christ as the Messiah.” In particular, however, some on the far right
emphasized the convergence of Muslim and far-right extremist interests
regarding the Jewish people. Writing in March about the film The Passion,
the white supremacist WAR publication (White Aryan Resistance) stated:
“It is more than likely that Gibson's film can lead towards a wide
realization of the role of the Palestinian people, the new Christ, in
redeeming the world from the current evil, whether this evil is the Israeli
State, the Zionist identity..”” A posting in the neo-Nazi Aryan Nations
website forum in November read: “We applaud those of the Islamic
faith who wage jihad against that global pest who terrorizes all the other
races of the world under their six-pointed star. We applaud those of our
race who covertly aid the jihad against Zionist occupational regimes
across the globe.”

The CIS
Despite their participaton in the OSCE conferences against antisemitism
the major CIS states — Russia, Ukraine and Belarus — have not
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demonstrated their clear determination to fight antisemitism on the
domestic front. As in previous vears, the response to xenophobic and
antisemitic manifestations in Russia in 2004 was mixed. On the one
hand, the authorities issued several declarations stating their intention to
combat antisemitism and racism and uttered strong  words  of
condemnation both within the country and at international anti-racism
conferences. In March 2004, for example, then Russian Minister for
Nationalities Vladimir Zorin asserted that antisemitism and xenophobia
were major threats to the country. He called for stricter enforcement of
the existing laws outlawing extremism and antisemitism and the
promotion of tolerance education programs. On 2 February 2004
Interior Minister Rashid Nurgaliev became the first high-ranking official
to acknowledge the existence of right-wing extremist youth groups in the
country. He promised that the struggle against extremism was one of the
priority tasks of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the Federal Security
Service.

On the other hand, the authorities preferred to label the perpetrators
terrorists or hooligans without reference to racist or antisemitic
motivation. Therefore, most hate crimes remain unsolved, including
assaults, synagogue bombings, arson attacks against Jewish sites and
desecration of Jewish cemeteries. On 18 February 2004 the Russian
Jewish Congress issued a statement accusing the government of covering
up hate crimes and even collaborating with hate groups. It should be
noted, too, that on 9 July 2004 the Duma rejected a proposed law that
would have prohibited the public display of Nazi symbols

As a result of government disregard, the activities of NGOs have
come to play an important part in combating antisemitism and racism.
On 15 December 2004 an international conference on “Antisemitism in
the Former Soviet Union and the Russian Federation” was held in
Moscow, on the initiative of the Moscow Bureau for Human Rights.
Bureau director Alexander Brod stated that antisemitism was one of the
most serious problems in Russia. Further, Russian NGOs have initiated
numerous educational projects, conferences, round tables and seminars
in many cities. The Youth Human Rights Movement and the UNITED
for Intercultural Action (a “European network against nationalism,
racism, fascism and in support of migrants and refugees”) launched an
all-Russian week against antisemitism and racism in over 20 regions.
During the year pupils and students took part in campaigns to etrase
antisemitic graffiti in many cities. However, the NGOs’ scope for action
against radical nationalism is limited due to lack of cooperation on the
part of the authorities and the latter’s refusal to recognize the seriousness
of the level of xenophobia and antisemitism.
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In October 2004, for example, Vladimir Kabanov, head of the
Security Services of Oriol, told local law enforcement officials that there
were no extremists, terrorists or inter-ethnic conflicts in the region.
However, on 1 November 2004 the local human rights NGO United
Europe informed the press that they had evidence of the distribution of
neo-Nazi music and literature, skinhead attacks on foreigners, a threat
against an NGO member and a trial, under Article 282 (prohibiting
incitement of national, racist or religious hatred, or establishment of an
extremist group), of neo-Nazis, members of an illegal RNE group from
Oriol.

Another example demonstrating the problematic reaction of the
Russian authorities to racist and antisemitic manifestations was the
release of Viktor Korchagin, a well-known antisemite and head of the
Rusich publishing house. On 24 November 2004 a Timiriazovskii district
judge placed him on two years probation for incitement of ethnic hatred,
and immediately revoked the sentence under the statute of limitations of
Article 282. However, on 23 December 2004 a Moscow city court
cancelled the decision of the district court and transferred the case for
further investigation.

There were only a few cases in which hate mongers were arrested and
tried.. In December 2003, for example, Igor Kolodezenko, publisher of
Russkii Sibir (affiliated to the Nadonal Sovereign Party of Russia), was
given a two-year suspended sentence after being convicted of inciting
ethnic hatred through antisemitic articles he printed in the newspaper.
On 5 April 2004 a Novosibirsk court decided to close the newspaper for
promoting ethnic and religious hatred.

In November 2004 the Novgorod prosecutor’s office charged a 20-
vear-old member of RNE with incitement to ethnic, racist and religious
hatred. On 2 and 26 September 2003 he had planted fake explosives at
the Jewish center in Novgorod where the city synagogue is located, with
“Death to the Yids,” a swastika and a Celtic cross written on them. In
December 2004 he was sentenced to three years imprisonment.

In Ukraine, too, those responsible for antisemitic statements were
not necessarily tried or sentenced. On 17 July 2004, for example, during
a campaign rally, Member of Parliament Oleg Tiagnibok from Our
Ukraine, the main opposition bloc in parliament until the winter 2004
elections, made an antisemitic speech. While praising the Ukrainian
Insurgent Army, which fought both the Soviets and the Germans during
World War 11, and some of whose soldiers murdered Jews, he said that
the “kikes” and other “filth” wanted to take Ukraine away from the
Ukrainians. In response he was expelled from his party and in early
August 2004 was charged by the prosecutor's office of Ivano-Frankovsk
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with incitement to ethnic hatred. However, the charges against
Tiagnibok were quietly dropped in early December 2004.

Similarly, on 28 January the Shevchenskii court in Kiev ordered
closure of the newspaper Silski 17esti on the grounds of inciting ethnic
hatred, in connection with an article written in 2002 by Prof. Vasil
laromenko, entitled “Myth about Ukrainian Antisemitism,” and a
September 2003 article, “Jews in Ukraine: Reality without Myths.” In
March 2004 Ivan Boky, a Socialist Party member of the Ukrainian
Parliament, wrote an article in the same newspaper defending it against
accusations of antisemitism. He criticized the Israeli ambassador to
Ukraine, Naomi Ben-Ami, and Ukrainian Jewish leaders, referring to
them as “bird-brains” for branding the newspaper a fascist publication.
He also urged the ambassador to leave Ukraine. He praised laromenko
lavishly, describing him as a “highly authoritative scientist and a
pedagogue.” In November 2004 the Kiev Appeals Court cancelled the
decision to close the newspaper, and publication was resumed.

In Belarus, there was no action against xenophobia and antisemitism
in 2004. Neither the prosecutor's office nor the Committee for State
Security investigated any extremist groups, which continue to be active
throughout the country. These include skinhead groups, as well as the
RNE (previously banned in Belarus), which operate in Minsk, Grodno,
Gomel, Vitebsk, Polotsk and other cities. In fact, no perpetrators have
been fined or jailed in the past 15 years. In May 2003 the prosecutor-
general and the Ministry of Information decided to end distribution of
the antisemitic and xenophobic newspaper Russki Vestik in Belarus.
However, in February 2004 the governmental distributon agency
Belsoiuzpechat' began disseminating it. Sales of similar literature
continued throughout the year at government-owned institutions and in
stores, as well as at events connected to the Belarusian Orthodox
Church. The head of the Church, Metropolitan Filaret, promised to stop
sales; however, nothing has been done.

On 5 April 2004 Leonid Stonov, head of the international bureau of
the Union of Councils for Jews in the Former Soviet Union (UCS]),
based in the US, accused the government of Belarus of apathy toward
antisemitism and called for international sanctions against the country.
He noted the increase in cemetery desecration and in antisemitic
publications, as well as the law limiting religious freedom and closute of
the only institute for Jewish studies in the country. On 18 August the
minister of foreign affairs notified the local chapter of the UCS] that it
would not be re-registered because it was late in submitting required
documentation. The UCSJ is one of the primary Jewish human rights
organizations in the country.
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In late 1999 Pravoslavnaia Initiativa published 30,000 copies of the
500-page book Veina po zakonam podiesti (War under Laws of Villainy) —a
collection of antisemitic matetial, including The Protocols of the Elders of
Zion. Howevet, in the years that have elapsed neither the president nor
the Pravoslav Diocese has reacted. The Jewish community asked the
prosecutor's office to open a criminal case, but instead the office
recognized the book as a ‘scientific publication’. Pravoslavnaia Initiativa
continued to publish antisemitic works: in 2004 it published four such
books. This is the only publishing house that openly issues antisemitic
literature in Belarus. Other publications are imported from Russia.

In contrast to Russia, Ukraine and Belarus, the authorities in the
Asian republics have taken more decisive measures against the spread of
antisemitism. In Kazakhstan, many members of the Islamic Hizb ut-
Tahrir organization were prosecuted in 2004 for distributing leaflets with
antisemitic content under Articles 164 (fanning social, national, tribal,
racial or religious enmity) and 337 (creating an illicit public association
and participating in its activities) of the Criminal Code, after it was
recognized as an illegal extremist group. In October the regional court of
Chimkent sentenced Askhat Nivazov to prison after his arrest in April
for distributing antisemitic and anti-Russian leaflets printed by Hizb ut-
Tahrir in the local market.

In Uzbekistan too, antisemitic leaflets printed by the illegal Hizb ut-
Tahrir were distributed throughout the country. On 31 August 2004,
nine of its members were sentenced in Samarkand to 3-14 vyears
imprisonment for inciting hatred, for distributing anti-Russian and
antisemitic material. On 29 July another member was sentenced to seven
years imprisonment by the regional court of Tashkent for distributing
literature calling for jihad against Americans and Jews. The government
has begun teaching tolerance in eleventh grade history textbooks.
Moreover, the standard textbook contains material about the hotrors of
the Holocaust, Nazi antisemitism and figures on the number of Jews
killed.
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AUSTRIA

Austria has a Jewish population of 10,000 out of a total population of 8
million. Most registered members of the community are affiliated to the
Israelitische Kultusgemeinde Wien (Jewish Community Vienna).

According to the Ministry of the Interior, there were 17 (2003: 9)
antisemitic acts in 2004, mostly propaganda and verbal offenses (threats),
as well as vandalism of property (graffiti). The Austrian Forum against
Antisemitism reported 122 antisemitic incidents (2003: 134), including
110 threatening and insulting letters (2003: 158).

Three Holocaust memorials were vandalized. The concentration
camp memorial in Hinterbrihl, near Vienna, was desecrated twice, in
mid-January and in mid-June, when the words “Zion verecke!” (Zionist die
miserably — Juda verecke was a Nazi slogan) were painted on it. Engraved
glass plates on the memorial in Villach, Carinthia, were broken twice, in
mid-March and in early June. A memorial for 1,000 victims of Nazism in
Klagenfut was vandalized in October.

On 19 May, the mainstream Graz daily Klene Zeitung published a
cartoon equating Isracli actions in the occupied territories with the
Holocaust. Under the caption “Past,” there was a soldier with a swastika
on his armband and a Jewish child in front of a ruin. Under the caption
“Present” showing the same scene, the soldier was an Israeli and the boy
a Palestinian. The Jewish Community and Action against Antisemitism
protested the caricature. The editor responsible apologized.

In the January issue of the extreme right weekly Zur Zeit, Helmut
Miiller, the editor-in-chief of another extreme right publication Eckarr,
expressed his resentment against Jewish victims of National Socialist
racism. “I don't see... why human beings who received deeply inhuman
treatment officially should today obtain a special status which promotes
antisemitism,” he said.

In Zur Zer (38-39/2004), ‘EB’ deals with the Israeli businessman
Haim Saban, “the new media mogul of Germany.” Since taking over the
TV statdons Pro7/Sat.1, Saban has become “the biggest manipulator of
public opinion” in Germany. He ends his opinion piece with the Nazi
call, “Dentschland ermwachel” (Germany awake). DOW
(Dokumentationsarchiv des Gsterreichischen Widerstandes) submitted a
complaint based on the law prohibiting Nazi activities. However, it was
shelved by the Vienna state attorney.
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Furthet, in Znr Zeit (44—45/2004) Catholic conservative Friedrich
Romig saw a Jewish world conspiracy, which supposedly starts in the US,
where the ‘influence’ and ‘control’ of the Jews “not only covers
government policy but high finance, heavy industry, the armaments
business and all cultural- and spiritual life, including science, the media
and the entertainment industry.” Moreover, the war on terror had
advanced “decisively the ‘new wortld order’ dominated by the Israeli-
American connection.”

As of late 2003 the right-wing Catholic group Human Life
International was operating a ‘Babycaust Museumy’, also called ‘Baby
Holocaust Memorial’, on its premises. Like extreme rightists, these ‘right
to lifers’ compare the Austrian abortion law to the Holocaust. Action
against Antisemitism in Austria protested this abuse of the memory of
Holocaust victims,

The US animal protection organization People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals (PETA) ran a campaign in Austria equating
animal crowding with the Holocaust. For example, it showed battery
hens next to emaciated inmates of a concentration camp, with the
caption: “Where it concerns animals, everyone becomes a Nazi.” Action
against Antisemitism in Austria protested and asked media and
advertising firms not to publicize the campaign.

The crisis within the right-wing Austtian Freedom Party (FPO)
deepened as its electoral support continued to decline. Heinz-Christian
Strache, a former protégé of Jérg Haider, now governor of Carinthia,
became FPO chairman of Vienna in 2004. His nationalist agitation
against EU enlargement and “Brussels bureaucrats” threatened the
FPO’s partnership in its governing coalition with the conservative OVP.

Andreas Mélzer exacerbated the FPO’s problems by attacking it in
his weekly Zur Zeit and by gaining a seat in the June 2004 elections to the
European Parliament, outstripping the candidates of the FPO, which
obtained only 6.3 percent of the vote (1999: 23.4 percent). He
immediately declared that he would work from the Euro-Parliament to
unify European extreme right parties.

In January Molzer gave an interview to Deutsche Stimme, organ of
Germany’s NPD, where he claimed that the Europeans understand “that
they have to assert themselves against the hegemony of the US and the
lobbies which control it.” This was proved by recent polls, “which show
that the majority of Europeans consider Israel a danger to world peace.”

Among lecturers who took part in the “39 Political Academy,” held
by the AFP (Arbeitsgemeinschaft fiir demokratische Politik) in October
in Feldkirchen (Carinthia) were several neo-Nazis, including Herbert
Schweiger, the eminence gris of the Austro-German neo-Nazis, Claudiu
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Mihutiu, a leader of the Romanian Noua Dreapta (one of the militant
successot groups of the wartime fascist Iron Guard), and Gordon
Reinholz, chairman of the Mirkischen Heimatschutzes (MHS), one of
the German Freie Kameradschaften. After the Austrian Press Agency
(APA) published themes from the ‘academy’, such as: “The enemy is and
will also be the Jew” and “The eternal Jew should be eliminated,” the
director of the Carinthian Office for Defense of the Consttution
announced an investigation.

In spring 2004 the official homepage of the Palestinian Community
in Austtia displayed a S#immer-like cartoon showing three vultures
representing Orthodox Jews. At the end of 2003 the organization posted
a photomontage, showing US President George Bush and Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon as apes, apparently a reference to a line in the
Qur'an stating that Allah had transformed Jews into apes. The
organization’s webmaster, Dr. George Nikola, revealed his conspiracy
view of the world to the Vienna city weekly Falfer (13/2004). According
to Nicola the 9/11 attacks were planned by the US secret service in
order to “damage Islam.” He also implied his support for the conspiracy
theory prevailing in the Arab world and among neo-Nazis according to
which Jews/Israelis were warned of the impending attacks.

His affinity for extreme right notions is demonstrated by his presence
at their events in recent vears. In February 2004 Nicola spoke on
“Apartheid in Israel” at SOS Heimat, an initiative founded 2001 by the
extreme right Osterreichischen Landsmannschaft and Zur Zeit. He also
lectured at Club 3 and the Initiative Freiheidicher Frauen (IFF),
advertised in the extreme right Eckarr.

The neo-Nazi website stoerfebeker supported the protest of the
Palestinian Community against naming a Vienna squate after Theodor
Herzl. George Nicola’s complaint to then president of the republic
Thomas Klestil was published in its entirety by sterrebeker.

In June, Wilhelm Christian Anderle, 33, one of those deemed
responsible for the desecration of the Jewish cemetery in Eisenstadt,
Burgenland, in October 1992, was given a probationary prison sentence
of four years. Anderle and his friends had painted swastikas, SS signs and
slogans such as “Sieg Heil” and “Heil Haider,” on 88 tombstones. A
leaflet found at the site claimed that the “racist Socialist Aryan resistance
movement” had carried out the act. After he was implicated in the
investigation in 1996, Andetle fled to South Africa. He returned to
Austria in 2003.

Full report online at
http:// www.antisemitism.tau.ac.il/asw2004/austria. htm
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BELGIUM

Some 35,000 Jewish citizens live in Belgium out of a total population of
10 million. The two main centers of Belgian Jewry are Antwerp (15,000)
and Brussels (15,000). The Comité de Coordination des Organisations
Juives de Belgique (Coordinating Committee of Jewish Organizations in
Belgium — CCO]JB) in Brussels is the community’s roof organization.

After a notable decrease in 2003 to 29 incidents, the year 2004
witnessed a considerable rise in antisemitic manifestations (46, as
recorded by the BESC ~ Bureau Exécutif de Surveillance
Communautaire), close to the 2002 peak of 51 incidents. In 2004 there
was one case of extreme violence, 7 cases of physical assault, 2 incidents
of vandalism or desecration of property, 14 cases of threats (verbal
insults, etc.), 14 cases of abusive behavior (including graffiti), and 8
reports of receipt of antisemitic literature (in print or via the web).

The number of violent anti-Jewish acts is still considerable compared
to the pre-intifada period, particularly in Antwerp. In the most serious
incident, in June 2004, four Jewish teenagers, all students at the same
veshiva in an Antwerp suburb, were attacked by a group of 15 men,
described by the authorities as “youth of Arab origin.” One of the
students, a 16-year-old, was stabbed in the back, and seriously injured
with a punctured lung. Three days after their release from hospital, his
three friends were insulted and threatened with a gun by a similar group.
This was the worst antisemitic attack in the city since the 1980s.

The presence of a small but visible ultra-Orthodox Jewish community
in the Antwerp region, where support for the extreme right is very
strong (see above), and where several extremist Arabic organizations
incite young Muslims, constitutes an explosive cocktail. For instance, in
January 2004 during an Israel vs. Belgium indoor soccer match in
Hasselt, several dozen demonstrators, probably connected to the ant-
Zionist Arab European League, shouted “Death to the Jews” and
“Hamas, Hamas, Jews to the Gas” in Flemish. Some spectators were
painted in Hamas colors and carried Hamas, Jihad and Hizballah banners
(see also below). On 1 April 2004, e-mail threats signed by Hamas were
sent to the office of the prime minister of Belgium and to several
newspapets, threatening to attack Jews, as well as shops and buses in
Antwerp. Hamas said they were avenging the Palestinians. Police were
investigating, but attached little importance to the threats. The daily
Gazet van Antwerpen claimed the e-mail contained the name Abdakarim el
Majjati, suspected of partcipation in several terrorist attacks, including
the Madrid train bombing.
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In Brussels, the attacks were less violent in character but quite
setious. In January 2004, a father and his two sons were harassed and
insulted on their way to a synagogue by three young men, who shouted
“Dirty Jews,” “I am Muslim — Death to the Jews; we have to fight
them.” In February 2004, Beit Hillel a reform synagogue undergoing
renovation, was vandalized with antisemitic inscriptions such as “No to a
synagogue”; “F... the Jews.” In October 2004, Maccabi Brussels (14—16
vear olds) plaved a match against FC Haren. Many antisemitic incidents
occurred during the game, at the end of which the Haren team chanted
Nazi songs. After summoning both parties, the Belgian Football
Federation suspended the Haren team for the rest of the football season
and fined them 250 euro. The incident was given considerable press
coverage.

There has been a revival in recent years of old stereotypes of the Jews
and even of Judaism. For instance, in January 2004, the newly designated
Cardinal Gustav Joos explained to a popular Flemish magazine that “a
sex maniac like Bill Clinton was elected thanks to Big Capital and the
Jews.” In October 2004, referring to a new invention from Israel which
blocks the use of portable phones in public areas such as synagogues, a
popular radio animator remarked that now no one would be disturbed
by annoying business calls, implying that Jews were more interested in
making deals than in religion.

Another example was the strange way that Hoover chose to promote
its new product, the Octopus vacuum cleaner, which “kills acarids
[mites] to the last” A full page advertisement published in Metrs, a
newspaper distributed freely in underground stations, on 23 December,
showed 194 insect necrologies with religious signs. Two-thirds of the
TJewish necrologies’ wete accompanied by a picture of an acarid and a
text, in English, such as: “S. Microbstein. We will forever remember the
sharpness of his mind rather than the generosity of his heart as he won’t
give us the diamond dust he had. The sucker [si].” The campaign was
halted following protests by the Jewish organization Dialogue et Partage,
and Hoover issued an apology.

Classic revolutionary or social antisemitism in which Israel, supported
by the main capitalist power the US, is perceived as one of the evils of
the world, and the Arabs as the main victdms of capitalism, may be found
in the publications of almost all leftist ideological trends and groups,
such as the neo-Christian humanitarian movements, a large proportion
of neo-and-imperialists and other anti-globalization groups, as well as
among the traditional left. It explains the very strong link between some
radical leftist movements such as the Marxist-Leninist PTB/PVDA
(Parti du Travail de Belgique) and radical Muslim groups such as the
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Antwerp-based AEL. For the traditional left, though, opposition to
Israel is more tactical than ideological. For instance, the francophone
Socialist Party (PS) chose to co-opt to the Senate the president of the
Belgo-Palestinian association — a fanatical anti-Zionist and former head
of Oxfam Belgium known for his virulent opposition to Israel — in order
to appeal to the large Muslim community of Brussels. It should be noted
that six out of nine municipal councilors (66 percent) of the Socialist
faction of the Brussels council are of Muslim origin.

The demographic reality in Brussels explains in part various
seemingly anti-Israel decisions of the government, for example, the
Council of Minister’s nomination, in March 2004, of Jozef de Witte as
the new director of CECLR/CEOOR. Founder of Actie Platerform
Palestina, de Witte was secretary general of Operation 11 11 11, an
NGO calling for the boycott of Israeli products.

In Belgium, the Middle East conflict has become a domestic political
issue. The majority of political parties have decided to support the
Palestinian cause in order to gain the support of the large Arab-Muslim
community. Nevertheless, the year 2004 could be considered a turning
point. After the Hasselt incident (see above), the government, after four
vears of relative silence, was forced to acknowledge the reality of
‘Arab’/’Muslim’ andsemidsm. Social Integration Minister Maria Arena
called for legal action and CECLR/CEOOR issued a condemnatory
press release in February, urging scientific research on judeophobia. On
the other hand, this same minister proposed to the Council of Ministers
the appointment of Jozef De Witte as director of the CECLR (see
above).

Until the Hasselt incident, the government and NGOs were reluctant
to confront antisemitism, since it emanated mostly from Muslim groups.
For example, until then the Ant-Fascist Front (FAF) had systematically
refused to deal with the problem, considering it exaggerated, if not
suspect. According to the FAF, highlighting antisemitism only weakened
the fight against fascism, reinforced communal isolation, or worse, could
be construed as supporting Sharon’s policy in the Middle East.
Following heavy pressure, notably from the CCLJ, a leftist, secular
Jewish center linked to Peace Now, the FAF finally agreed to integrate a
slogan against antisemitism in its 24 April anti-racist demonstration.

Following Germany’s issuance of a European warrant for his
detention in July 2004 for alleged racism and xenophobia, both of which
are crimes under German law, Siegfried Verbeke, a co-founder of the
VB, was atrested when he arrived at Amsterdam airport on 4 August.
Convicted in Belgium in 2003 for Holocaust denial and racism (see ASTH
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2003/4), he also has a criminal record in the Netherlands, where the
highest court convicted him on similar charges in 1997.

On 21 April 2004, a Ghent court of appeal ruled that the Flemish
Vlaams Blok, which was part of the recent far right surge in Europe, was
a racist party proposing political solutions that were not in line with
European and international human rights treaties. The court fined three
non-profit organizations for collaborating with the VB. The verdict,
which party leader Filip Dewinter denounced as “political murder,”
cannot lead to an immediate ban on the VB because the Belgian
constitution does not permit a party to be outlawed. The case was
initiated by the Center for Equal Opportunities and Opposition to
Racism (CECLR/CEOOR), a governmental body dedicated to the fight
against antisemitism.

The ruling was confirmed in November 2004 by the Court of
Cassation which is similar to a supreme court. Thus, the Vlaams Blok
was forced to transform itself into the Viaams Belang and to change
some of its original platform so that it would comply with the law. The
motto of Vlaams Blok, Eigen volk eerst (“Our own people first”) has been
dropped. Nevertheless, the new VB succeeded in conserving both state
funding and access to television. Recent opinion polls suggest the
Vlaams Belang is the most popular party in the Dutch-speaking region of
Belgium,

Full report online at
hetp:// www.antisemitism.tau.ac.il/asw2004 /belgium.htm
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DENMARK

There ate 7,000 Jews in Denmark, out of a total populatdon of 5.25
million. Most of the community is concentrated in Copenhagen, but
smaller communities exist in Odense and Aarhus. The central communal
organization is the Mosaiske Troessamfund.

The Jewish community recorded 37 antisemitic incidents in 2004: 5
involved physical aggression, 7 vandalism of property and 5 were threats.
For example, lighted firecrackers were pushed through the letter slot of
the door to the apartment of a Jewish man in the provincial town of
Tingbjerg in February. Earlier, a Star of David had been drawn next to
his name by the intercom at the entrance to the building. In April, an 80-
vear-old Jewish woman was hit on the back with a pair of shoes in a
department store in Copenhagen by a 60-year-old man identified as
being of Arab origin. In October, a Jewish teaching assistant at the
Theological Faculty of Copenhagen University was beaten and kicked in
broad daylight by unknown Muslim assailants in the middle of
Copenhagen. The reason given for the assault was that he had read from
the Qur‘an as part of his teaching duties. He was informed by the
assailants that non-Muslims are forbidden to read aloud from the
Qur‘an.

Threatening incidents included a telephone call in February to a
synagogue guard who was informed he would be “cut from the stomach
to the throat,” and an e-mail message to the Danish Zionist Federation
office in May which stated: “You have no right to security and peace...
we will kill every one of you.” Seven e-mails sent during September—
October to the youth coordinator of the Jewish community from
Palestinians living in Denmark warned Jews in Denmark to cease all their
activities “within 72 hours or else to expect warm days [siq] the likes of
which you have never seen.”

The chairman of the Danish Social Democrats in the European
Parliament, Torben Lund, wrote an article in Politzken (3 May), which
included antisemitic statements. Proposing a complete economic boycott
of Israel, he stressed the responsibility of the Jews for the policies of the
Isracli government and argued that if criticism of murder was
antisemitism, “then call me an antisemite.” Chief Rabbi Emeritus Bent
Melchior responded with an article in Poktiken (8 May), entitled
“Congratulations Lund, You Are an Antisemite.”

According to [yllands-Posten (16 Aug.), a moderator on the local
Copenhagen radio station Karen broadcast antisemitic statements. He
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referred to Jews as “monkeys” and accused them of “building a wall
around themselves just as they did in Warsaw.”

The annual Kristallnacht (9 Nov) commemoration march in
Copenhagen, in Svendborg and on the island of Fynen was hijacked by
left-wing groups and political parties (Socialist Youth Front, Radical Left,
Unity List and Socialist People’s Party) and turned into anti-Israel
demonstrations. Instead of speaking of the Nazi oppression of Jews,
speakers compared Israeli treatment of the Palestinians with that of the
Nazis toward the Jews.

The Danish chapter of the transnational fundamentalist Hizb ut-
Tahrir made headlines on several occasions in 2004. In May the group
advocated killing Muslims who turned away from their faith. In
November it encouraged voung Muslims to join jibad in Iraq. In
December a call for the murder of Jews “wherever you find them,”
reappeared on their home page. It should be noted that in 2002 the
leader of Hizb ut-Tahrir in Denmatk received a suspended sentence for
disseminating this slogan (see ASW 2003/ 4).

According to the annual report published by the Police Intelligence
Division (PET) on 18 December, sleeper cells of Islamic terrorists in
Denmark are awaiting orders to perform small terrorist acts locally or to
assist foreign terrorists in larger attacks. Moroccan and Algerian cells in
particular are under observation. The report also warns of a likely
increase in the domestic terrorist threat since Denmark joined the war in
Iraq.

The annual government grant of $13,500 to the local neo-Nazi radio
station Radio Oasis was cancelled, following a change in regulations for
local radio stations. Neo-Nazis organized in the Danish National
Socialist Movement (DNSB), under leader Jonni Hansen, expressed the
hope of receiving alternate funding. DNSB also took advantage during
the vear of increasing anti-Muslim sentiment among the population to
try to influence school children and recruit new members.

The right-wing anti-Muslim Danish Peoples” Party began to collect
signatures in February for a petidon opposing ritual animal slaughter.
The document will be handed to the minister of justice prior to the
submission of a bill in Parliament that would make ritual slaughter
(practised by both Jews and Muslims) unlawful.

Danish-Muslim reactdon to the murder of Dutch filmmaker Theo
Van Gogh in November 2004 sent shock waves throughout Danish
society. A group of young Muslim women, among them the daughter of
fundamentalist Imam Abu Laban (see ASW 2002/ 3), was shown on
television laughing. The women stated that Van Gogh had gotten what
he deserved since he ought to have known what sort of response his

41



Antisemitism Worldwide 2004

anti-Islamist provocation would receive. Other spokespersons for
Danish Muslims agreed and a debate ensued on whether freedom of
speech should be limited by law so that statements offensive to Muslims
would become illegal.

Full report online at
http:// www.antisemitism.tau.ac.il/asw2004/denmark.htm
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FRANCE

The FPrench Jewish community, pumbering about 575,000 out of a total
population of 58.5 million (1999 census), is the largest in Europe. The
greatest concentration is in the Paris ared, followed by Marseille and
Lyon, and Nice and Toulouse with similar figares. Strasboutg, where
12,000 Jews live, 15 2 major religious and culrural centet: The three main
organizations of French Jewry are the Conseil Représentatif des
Institutions Juives de France (CRIE), the Consistoire Central and the
Fonds Social Juif Unifié (ESJU)-

On 15 March 2004, 2 law was ptomulgated which forbids the wearing
of religious symbols (such as 2 large €ross, 2 skullcap or the Muslim hijab
\headscarﬂ) i state schools and in the civil service. 1t came into effect in
Septembet 2004.

France was one of five countries charactetized by a significant rise in
antisemitic manifestations in 2004 (see General Analysis). Major violent
incidents increased from 64 in 2003 t© 96 in 2004, according O the
Stephen Roth Institute; the Prench SPC] (Service for the Protection of
the Jewish Community) which records antisemitic acts, reported 2n
increase in the overall number of antisemitic EVEnts from 503 in 2003 to
590 in 2004, half of them violent, and among those a large percentage )
physical assaults on Jewish, of mistakenly Jewish, individuals.

According t© the statistics of the French Ministry of the Interiof,
released in Januafy 2005, there were 1,513 racist and antisemitic actions
in 2004, an increase of 81.63 percent OVEL 2003. The numbet of
antisemitic incidents in 2004 was 950, of which 199 were qualiﬁed as
«iolent’, while 601 were threats or verbal abuse. A majority of
antisemitic incidents took place in the Paris area (#1.97 percent),
followed by the Rhones-Alpes (Lyon) and Provence-Cote &’ Azur
(Marseille and Nice) areas. Anti-Mushim violence was pamcu}aﬂy strong
in the Alsace and Corsica regions. Among the 302 people taken Into
police custody following racist/ antisemitic incidents, 182 were allegedly
involved in an antisemitic offense. There was a decrease in antisemitc
incidents in the second half of 2004, and figures for couft convictons of
perpetrators have increased. At the same time, DEW trends in the public
expression of antisemitism Were taking shape, notably, the emergence of
an anti-Jewish discourse within the Afro-Caribbean community (amMOLE
followers of Dieudonné M’Bala M’Bala, for example) and the growing
influence of the Salafi movement among Muslims. Far right racist
violence rargeted mainly the Mushm community-

A
(3]



Antisemitism Worldwide 2004

The victims of antisemitic violence were Jews of gl ages, including
the elderly and the sick. In Boulogne, an 81-year-old Jewish man was
attacked on 26 December by the guard of his building and called a “dirty

were attacked: nter gy, a Jewish girl in Sevran was beaten and choked at
a bus stop by three men of North African origin; four Jewish children
were beaten and robbed at the entrance to thejr building in Paris and
cursed with the words “Go back where you belong, dirty Jews”; and 4
12-year-old Jewish boy was attacked in Parjs by another youth and alse
called a “dirty Jew.” It should be noted that such assaults on children

Orthodox communist and sometimes Stalinist groups on the fringe
of the Communjst Party, such as the Péle de Renaissance Communiste

and Gauche Communiste, Promote extreme anti-Zionism as 4 part of
their ‘anti-imperialist’ and anti-American agenda. Recently, they began
Supporting the armed Iraqgi ‘resistance’, which Sometimes leads to
cooperation with Islamist 8roups; such is the cage of the Camp Anti-
Impérialiste, 5 transnational ultra-lefrist movement based in [tg]y and
Supported by orthodox Communists 55 well as by Holocaust denjer
Serge Thion,

The virulently anti-Zionist Trotskyite Socialisme par en bas (an
offshoot of the British Socialis¢ Workers’ Party), which has taken over

supported both in the Middle East against Israel and in the West. This
explains the Presence of women wearting the Jjiub and even the abayq
(combined head cover, veil and shawl) at thejr meetings.

The anti-globalization movement, though net antisemitic, is widely
known for the anti-US and pro-Palestinian stand of José Bové, former
leader of the peasant union Confédération Paysanne, Following the
participation of Sy Islamise fundamentalist Tariq Ramadan, spiritual
leader of Présence Musulmane and the Collectif des Musulmans de
France, and some of his followers, in the European Socia] Forum (ESF)
which took place in Paris in November 2003, a major controversy arpse
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position it should take in the ongoing debate over secular values, such as
women weating the bjab and the Middle East issue.

The Organisations Islamiques de France (UOIF) is one of two
factions competing for leadership of the official body representing
French Islam, the Conseil Francais du Culte Musulman (CFCM), elected
in 2003. While it agreed to meet with CRIF for the first time in
September 2004, Shaykh Qaradawi, who chairs the European Council
for Fatwa and Research (based in Ireland), has condoned suicide
bombings, even against civilians. The UOIF is not linked to the anti-
globalization movement, preferring to establish relations with
conservative parties such as the majority party UMP (Union pour un
Mouvement Populaire) and the UDF (Union pour la democratie
francaise).

CAPJPO (Coordination des Appels pour une Paix Juste au Proche-
Otient), led by Olivia Zemor, a Jew, is a secular pro-Palestinian
movement, which urges the boycoting of Isracli goods and the severance
of scientific cooperation between French and Israeli universities.
CAPJPO was the driving force behind the short-lived attempt to create
an anti-Zionist/radically pro-Palestinian political movement, Euro-
Palestine, which ran in the 2004 Euro-election in the Paris district and
polled 1.83 percent of the vote, with peaks at 8-10 percent in some
satellite cities such as Garges les Gonesse and Trappes. Euro-Palestine
ultdmately collapsed because of fierce internal fighting caused by the
antisemitic outbursts of comedian Dieudonné M’Bala M’Bala, who was a
candidate on its slate. Dieudonné is known for his highly controversial
statements in praise of Usama bin Laden and his appearance on a TV
show where he compared religious Jews to Nazis. In June 2004, a Paris
appeals court ruled that Dieudonné was not antisemitic under French
law after he portrayed an orthodox Jew giving the Hitler salute.

The Front National (FN), led by Jean-Marie Le Pen, fared poorly in
the Euro-election, receiving a mere 9.81 percent of the vote. For the first
time in almost 20 vyears, it can be said that the contnuous electoral
progress of FN has been halted, and the party’s public demonstrations
attract fewer members than ever: the annual demonstration held in Paris
on 1 May was attended by 3,000 people, whereas the turnout in the mid-
1990s was 10,000.

In January 2005, the Renseignements Généraux (the state security
police) released a report on the far right scene in 2004/5. Estimating that
the total number of activists ranged between 2,500 and 3,500, the report
stated that the far right was responsible for only 7 percent of antisemitic
incidents recorded in 2004. Specific menton is made of Alsace, where
35.5 percent of far right activity purportedly took place. The report
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stressed that the main target of far right activity had become the Muslim
community. It identified 20 groups, split into five ideological
subdivisions. Of these, the category of most concern to the Jewish
community is that of neo-Nazis and skinheads, who were allegedly
responsible for several desecrations of Jewish cemeteries, mosty in
eastern France.

On 13 December 2004 the Council of State, the highest
administrative court, banned Hizballah’s al-Manar transmissions on the
grounds that some of its programs were antisemitic. In February, the
Committee for Audio and Visual Media had banned an al-Manar TV
series, “al-Shatat” (The Diaspora), based on The Protocols of the Elders of
Zion, following a complaint by CRIF. On 23 November al-Manar had
accused Israel of spreading AIDS to Arab countties.

Full report online at:
http:// www.antisemitism.tau.ac.il/asw2004/france.htm
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GERMANY

Germany has a Jewish population of over 100,000, the third largest in
Europe, out of a total population of about 83 million. The largest Jewish
centers are Berlin, Frankfurt, Munich and Hamburg, but Jewish
communities are active in most other large urban areas. The Zentralrat
acts as the umbrella organization of German Jewry, with headquarters in
Berlin.

Official sources reported a rise in antisemitic offenses, from 1,199 in
2003 to 1,316 in 2004, Thirty-seven were physical attacks on individuals.
Police announced in August that over 12 assaults had been made on
Jewish tourists in Betlin alone since the beginning of the year. Albert
Meyer, chairman of the Jewish community in Berlin, claimed that
Muslim attacks by people of Arab origin on citizens wearing skullcaps
added a new dimension to antisemitism.

On 13 March, a skull-capped Jew was hospitalized after being
attacked by a ‘Palestinian’ (the perpetrator’s self-definition). On 22 July
2004 three men were arrested after shouting antisemitic abuse at Jews
outside a synagogue in Hagen and waving a knife at them. On 25 August
2004 a Lithuanian Jewish tourist visiting Betlin from Vilnius was
seriously hurt in Kreuzberg by a young Arab, who shouted “Jews must
be killed.” On 31 August 2004 an Orthodox Jew was knocked down and
insulted in Frankfurt. In a village near Wismar, a 51 year old (non-
Jewish) man was seriously beaten up and called a “[udensan.”

Skinheads and neo-Nazis were responsible for most of the attacks on
Jewish sites in Germany. In 2004, 100 incidents of vandalism of Jewish
cemeteries, synagogues and memorials were reported, compared to 113
in 2003. Desecration of Jewish cemeteries (overturning headstones,
Nazi/antisemitic slogans) continued to be the most common
manifestation of antisemitc violence, with several incidents per week
being reported mostly in the region of the former GDR.

A study of the University of Leipzig conducted in 2004 by Prof.
Elmar Brihler revealed that extreme right wing sentiments were still
widespread in Germany despite a slight decrease since 2002. However,
there was an increasing tendency for persons with a higher level of
education to hold extreme right sympathies, and more west Germans
were inclined toward antisemitic and extreme right views than their
compatriots in the east. This does not contradict the fact that extreme
right and andsemitic manifestations have been reported mainly in the
former GDR.
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European Parliament elections, state parliamentary elections in
Thuringia and communal elections in 6 of the 16 German federal states
all took place on 13 June 2004. In the communal elections, right-wing
extremists won seats in the parliaments of Baden-Wirtemberg,
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Rheinland-Pfalz, Saarland, Sachsen-Anhalt
and in Saxonia. They were also successful in the Thuringia state election
and improved their results in the European Parliament elections. As a
result, for the next five years they will receive millions of euros in state
money to finance election campaigns for the Bundestag in 2006, and as
elected representatives of the people their parliamentary delegates will
enjoy immunity before the law. General dissatisfaction with government
policy and the absence in many areas of a campaign by the left were
factors contributing to their gains.

Two xenophobic, antisemitic parties were successful in the
September 2004 state elections: the National Democratic Party (NPD)
obtained 9.2 percent of the vote in Saxony (where it will receive 120,000
euro monthly in tax money) and the German People’s Union (DVU)
received 6.1 percent in Brandenburg after they had signed a no-
competition agreement with the NPD. After the party’s electoral success,
NPD chairman Udo Voigt explained in an interview with the extreme
tight Junge Freibeir (Sept. 2004) that the aim of the party was to “to
dismantle the Federal Republic of Germany the way the people (das
10/k) dismantled the GDR 15 years ago... Only after both the vassal
states have disappeared can the Germans create a state where they can
live freely.”

Since Voigt became chairman of the NPD in 1996, it has attracted
increasingly younger skinheads and neo-Nazis. Moreover, since it began
propagating the notion of a deutsche 1olksfront (German popular front), it
has opened its ranks to leading neo-Nazis, such as Michael Regener,
former lead singer of the banned neo-Nazi Landser band.

Party activists work closely with neo-Nazis, violent skinheads and
kameradschafien, tegistering the parades of these extremists in the NPD
name. Moreover, during the last decade it intensified links with right-
wing extremists and neo-Nazis abroad. An unprecedented number of
7,000 young people met in Miicka, Saxonia, on 7 August 2004, at the
invitation of the party organ Dentsche Stimme. The appearance of speakers
such as Alexander Kamkin, of Russia’s National Patriotic Front, and the
US skinhead band Youngland, which provided entertainment, underlined
the internatonal character of the event.

In keeping with their political agenda and electoral aspirations,
recruiting new members and sympathizers is the main activity of the
extreme right, with the aim — particularly noticeable in the 2004 election
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year — of influencing youth to become their future voters. Accordingly,
right-wing extremists distributed thousands of free CDs entitled,
“Conforming is Cowardice, Songs from the Underground,” in
schoolyards on 18 September when Germans voted in national elections.
The Justice Ministry outlawed the CDs for disseminating hate messages
and thousands were confiscated. However, the distribution and
dissemination of hate music has continued.

According to figures released by the Federal Office for the Protection
of the Constitution (BfV), most of the 137 (2003:119) live concerts in
2004 took place in the east German states of Saxony and Thuringia. Nazi
culture has become almost omnipresent here, with some young people
using Adolf Hitler’s voice as their cellphone ringtone and Nazi symbols
as their screen savers.

In order to avoid legal investigations and charges, CDs with
aggressive antisemitic texts are produced and distributed from abroad or
from foreign Internet sites. This was the case with the CD Geheime
Reichssache, of the skinhead band of ‘Kommando Freisler’ (president of
the Nazi Volksgerichtshof — NS people’s court), who urges, in the song

29, <&

“Judenschwein™: “Jews are only for burning” and “Shoot them and hang
them and then burn all of them / and not only here, in other countries,
too. / And when the world has no more Jews, our Germany will finally
be free again.”

About 900 websites with extreme right and neo-Nazi content were
operating in 2004 in Germany. In order to circumvent the law
prohibiting the dissemination of illegal material from German providers
or to Germany, right-wing extremists exploit other options available on
the Internet. For example, banned songs are spread via music-shating
services, such as the free KaZaA, eDonkey or eMule.

Demonstrations and parades are used by extreme right-wingers and
neo-Nazis in order to draw attention and to mingle among legal
protestors. In 2004, a total of 87 (in 2003: 84) far right demonstrations
were reported. The number of participants has been increasing steadily
since 2001; about 20 percent of them come from abroad. The Rudolf
Hess memorial march in Wundsiedel, where the Nazi leader is buried,
constituted the largest demonstration (estimates varied from 2,000 to
3,800 participants (see also below).

Most polls conducted in Germany clearly indicate that antisemitism is
finding its way into bourgeois values; however, due to the Hemmschwelle
(inhibition level) on openly admitting antisemitic feelings in Germany,
mainstream Germans with anti-Jewish tendencies are thought to replace
the terms ‘Jews’ and ‘world domination’ with legally acceptable codes
such as ‘Israel’, ‘the ‘Palestinian problem’ or ‘the settlement question’.
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In February 2004 the Information and Document Center for
Antisemitism in Dusseldorf released a report on opinions held by youth
on antisemitism. Replies spanned from “not interested,” to “it’s
important to deal with it.” Antisemitic potential can be politically
mobilized by more than 20 percent of Germany's population, according
to the study “Democracy and the Image of the Jew.” published in 2004
by Betlin political scientist Lars Rensmann.

Prof. Wolfgang Frindte of the Friedrich Schiller University Jena
presented a report in March 2004 at the University in Haifa about the
expansion of antisemitic sentiments from the extreme right fringe to the
German anti-Israel left and center. According to his findings, some 20
percent of those polled had manifest antisemitic sentiments while slightly
more had latent antisemitic views,

Hundreds of governmental as well as non-governmental groups and
organizadons including tens of thousands of activists from all democratic
ideological backgrounds are involved in the fight against racism,
xenophobia and antisemitism throughout Germany. Holocaust education
is mandatory in German schools.

The success of antifascist groups and concerned individuals in
countering extreme right and neo-Nazi street parades demonstrates a
strong desire among large segments of the population to fight this
phenomenon. On 26 June 2004, for example, 200 NPD members who
held a demonstration authorized by the court in Bochum against the
building of a synagogue were met by 300 counter demonstrators. On 17
August 2004 hundreds of Wundsiedel citizens, including the mayor,
legislators and churchmen, tried to stop the demonstration of neo-Nazis
commemorating the 17th anniversary of the death of Rudolf Hess.

On 22 January, Bavarian Minister of the Interior Gunther Beckstein
outlawed the anti-democratic extreme right Frankische Aktionsfront
(FAF). The 40-member group had contacts with the Kameradschaft
Sud-Aktionsburo Suddeutschland, which had been planning to vandalize
the construction site of the Jewish Cultural Center in Munich.

Full report online at
http:// www.antisemitism.tau.ac.il/asw2004/germany.htm
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The current Jewish population of Greece is estimated at approximately
5,000 out of a total population of 10 million, 3,000 of whom live in
Athens. The Kentriko Israilitiko Symvoulio (Central Board of Jewish
Communities in Greece — KIS) is the governing body of the Jewish
communities,

The situation regarding antisemitism in Greece has remained virtually
unchanged in the past few vears, and is characterized by desecration of
Jewish memorial sites and sporadic acts of graffii in public places,
mostly unsigned.

In April and May 2004 antisemitc slogans were painted on the
Holocaust memorial at Drama and on a tobacco warehouse in the town,

1943, The graffiti read: “Greece—Palestine, no Jew will be left alive”
Swastikas and antisemitic graffiti also appeared in August on the newly
unveiled Komotini (Thrace) Holocaust memorial,

In July, graffit reading “Foreigners out — Jews out” and signed by
Chrissi Avghi (Golden Dawn), the main neo-Nazi organization in
Greece, was reported on the Athens-Corinth highway. It was erased and
a month later, a slogan reading “Juden raus! Hitler wag right” appeared in
the same spot. Similar slogans were noted on the same artery. The
graffiti was erased by the local authorities only in February 2005,

The anti-Israel line continued in the press, albeit less intensively than
in the previous three vears. Following Israel’s assassination of Hamas
leader Ahmad Yasin in March 2004, the major dailies Eteftheorotypia and
Ta Nea published cartoons (23,24 and 27 March) depicting Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon as a butcher in Nazi garb and inferring that the
Easter assassination was reminiscent of the Jews’ alleged killing of Jesus.

Journalists Union about antisemitism in the Greek media, the former
foreign editor of Ty Neg (the largest circulation fewspaper in Greece)
and member of the board of directors of the Journalists Union, Kostas
Betinakis, accused Greek Jews on his personal website in May of being
puppets of the Israeli government and of censoring criticism of Isracl;
policies, which he termed “fascist’,

On 19 June a regular columnist in Apha Ena, the weekly organ of
LAOS, wondered why “Jews who are as numerous as Greeks in the
world are sweeping Nobel prizes and world chess championships.” The
article offers various conspiracy theory explanations, including the claim
that “Jews — who used to be shepherds as opposed to Greeks who were
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the founders of three empires — stole ancient Greek occult manuscripts
allowing them to be 100 times smarter today.”

Antisemitic statements were made by the coach of the Olympiakos
football team, Nikos Alefantos concerning his counterpart in the
Panathinaikos football team, the Isracli Yitzak Shum. Prior to a match
between Panathinaikos and PAOK for the national championship,
Alefantos urged the PAOK team coach “to unite the forces of the
Christian Orthodox in the war against the Jew.” Following protests and
publicity over the issue, the Greek Federation of Football Coaches
suspended Alefantos from the Federation for seven months.

More than 2,000 people, including then Foreign Minister George
Papandreou and representatives  of all political parties, addressed
Greece’s first Holocaust Memorial Day event on 27 January 2004 in the
Athens Music Hall.

A seminar for teachers and educators was held in Athens on 22
October on the theme “Teaching the Holocaust in Greece.” Held under
the auspices of the Greek Ministry of Education and sponsored by the
International Task Force for Holocaust Education, Remembrance and
Research, it was organized by the Jewish Museum of Greece. This was
the first time that an educational event of this kind had been held in
Greece.

Full report online at:
heep:// www.antisemitism.tau.ac.il/asw2004/greece. htm
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white supremacist Stormfront website. Meanwhile, a file has been placed
with the director of public prosecutions following a garda (police) probe
into the distribution of blatantly racist leaflets in the Dublin area.

The British Natonal Party (see UK) is reportedly prepared to offer
financial or other assistance to support anti-immigrant groups in Ireland.
This fact has been confirmed in relation to the small shadowy Dublin-
based far right Irish People’s Party, as well as to the Immigration Control
Platform, which claims to be neither racist nor discriminatory.

Ireland Awake has a white pride website with links to Holocaust
revisionist sites, the immigration resistance movement and the Irish
nationalist movement, as well as to nationalist white pride music and a
list of “Irish enemies and traitors.”

Full report online at:
http:// www.antisemitism.tau.ac.il/asw2004/ireland.htm
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ITALY

Some 30,000 Jews live in Italy out of a total population of 57 million.
The largest communitdes ate in Rome and Milan. The Unione delle
Comunita Ebraiche Italiane (UCEID), founded in 1955, is the umbrella
organization of Italian Jewry.

Most of the andsemitsm in Italy in 2004 was spoken or written, in
books, articles, graffiti, public speeches or comments made in private
and threatening letters.

The Unione delle comunita ed organizzazioni islamiche in Iralia
(UCOID), representing ‘organized Islamism’, expresses its anti-Zionism,
inter alia, by supporting Palestinian suicide bombers and their ideology,
and rejecting Israel’s right to exist — often referring to Israel as the
“Zionist entity’. A prominent member of the Union took part in the
presentation, in Genoa on 28 September 2004, of a book entitled S/
terrorismo israehana (On Istaeli Terrorism), published by Edizioni Graphos
and edited by French Holocaust denier Serge Thion. The leaflet
introducing the book defined the ‘“Zionist state’ as a “national socialist”
entity waging a “racial” war aimed at the genocide of the Palestinians.

Most of Italy’s Islamic websites have close ties with Islamic
fundamentalists, and therefore abound in and-imperialist rhetoric and
strongly-worded and-Zionism. Informazgione di cultura araba ed islamica in
Italia (www.arabcomint.com), Associagione Islamica Abl al Bait (www.shia-
islam.org), and Amb.it (www.arab.it), for example, publish articles,
photos and satirical cartoons demonizing the Jewish state and Zionism.
Comparisons between the Jewish state and Nazi Germany and South
Africa under apartheid, as well as the claim of Jewish control of the
media, are recurring themes. In addidon, some of the negative
symbolism which classic antisemitism ascribed to the Jews is transferred
to Israel.

Over recent years Italy’s far left has developed an increasingly anti-
Zionist line on the Arab/Israeli conflict with the Jewish state viewed as
the source of the world’s problems (see ASW 2003/4). Far left
publications  frequently present an image of the ‘likudnik’
(member/supporter of Israel’s Likud Party) which verges on caricature.
A particular target is former United States Deputy Secretary of Defense
Paul Wolfowitz, often depicted as the ‘big Jew” who is carrying out a
secret Likud plan to manipulate US foreign policy in a way that will
further the aims of Ariel Sharon and the Mossad. For example, in the
book L mperialismo democratico. Uomini e teorie della dottrina Bush per il dominio
del mondo (Democratic imperialism — the Bush doctrine to rule the world:
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Datanews, Roma, 2003), left-wing journalist Fabio Giovannini describes
Wolfowitz as the leader of a neo-conservative ‘cabal “There are men
[Wolfowitz] in a blue suit, with an anonymous face, unknown to the
general public, who decide about the fate of the wotld and about the life
or death of millions of people.”

Leftist demonizaton of Istael has resulted in representatives of the
Israeli government (or anyone reputed to be a “Zionist’) being prevented
from taking part in some conferences organized by Italian universities. In
October 2004, Shai Cohen, counselor for political affairs at Israel’s
embassy in Italy, was invited by the Faculty of Political Science of Pisa
University to speak on “The Republic of Israel.” He was unable to
deliver his lecture due to verbal attacks from representatives of the
Collettivo autonomo di Scienze Politiche {(Autonomous Collective of the
Political Science Faculty), who shouted, “Sharon executioner and
murderer,” “Terrorist Israel” and “Fascists, assassins.”

In line with the notion that yesterday’s victims have become today’s
persecutors, the communist daily i/ Manifesto (28 Dec.) alleged that Israel
was using a mystetious gas to poison Arabs who crossed the Allenby
Bridge. I/ Manifesto (16, 29 Dec.) also criticized the French government’s
decision to impose a blackout on satellite broadcasts of the Hizballah TV
station al-Manar. It painted a highly positive profile of the network and
extensive comments from Hizballah leaders who accused the “Zionist
racist lobby” of being behind the ban.

In January 2004, the Italian Peacel ink website published a report from
Israel entitled “Una settimana in Palestina — Avvocati e registi in Medio
Oriente” (A week in Palestine — lawyers and film directors in the Middle
East), which claimed that the arrogance and violence typical of Jews are
fostered by “some element of the Jewish religion” (see ASW 2003/4).
Also in January, the spokesman of the Campo Antiimperialista
association, a prominent anti-globalization figure, began contributing to
the online magazine I/ Resto del/ Sicls (The Change from a Shekel), which
minimizes the Holocaust, exalts Arab/Islamic radicalism and foments
and-Zionism. Campo Antiimpetialista proposes a universal jihad against
the US and Israel, through an alliance of terrorist movements,
irrespective of their leanings, provided they are anti-American and anti-
Zionist.

Italian footballers took part in a ‘match of memory’ on the
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz, January 2004, at the Rome
Olympic Stadium, where five years previously hooligans displayed a
banner reading, “Auschwitz is your homeland, the ovens are your
homes.” The proceeds of the match were destined to help pay for a
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Holocaust Museum in Rome. Players wore T-shirts marking Holocaust
Memortial Day.

In April 2004 the ADL released the findings of a survey of
antisemitic attitudes in ten European countries, compared to figures for
2003. Antisemitic attitudes declined in all countries, including in Italy —
from 22 percent in 2002 to 15 percent.

Full report online at
http:/ /www.tau.ac.il/ Anti-Semitism/asw2004 /italy. htm
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NETHERLANDS

An estimated 30,000 Jews live in the Netherlands today out of some 16
million inhabitants. The majority live in Amsterdam. Dutch Jewry is
represented by three councils, based on affiliation: the Nederlands
Israelitisch Kerkgenootschap, the Verbond van Liberaal Religieuze Joden
and the Portugees Israelitisch Kerkgenootschap.

The level of andsemitism in the Netherlands remained high, despite a
slight decline from 334 incidents in 2003 to 326 in 2004. The 2003 figure
followed an unprecedented 359 incidents in 2002. The trend of a
decrease may be due, in part, to the ongoing struggle against
antisemitism by the government and NGOs such as the National
Association of Anti-Discrimination Bureaus (ADBs) and the Meldpunt
Discriminatie Internet (MDI), as well as relative calm in the Isracli-
Palestinian conflict during the period under review. Nevertheless, the
contlict between Israel and the Palestinians continues to stir up emotions
and disapproval of Israeli politics is projected directly onto Jews. This
sentiment is exacerbated by Arab media broadcasts received in the
Netherlands, which do not distunguish between Israel and Jews (see
below).

While the number of acts of physical violence remained unchanged
(5), threats of violence increased, from 11 in 2003 to 15 in 2004,
however, a decrease was recorded in several categories, including verbal
abuse (from 92 to 78 incidents), synagogue/cemetery desecration (from
3 to 1), graffid and e-mails.

A high number of incidents was recorded in Amstelveen, which has
the second largest Jewish community in the Netherlands — eight
compared to only one tn 2003 and two in 2002. Five of the eight took
place at schools (see below).

Furthermore, the Meldpunt Discriminatie Internet reported more
expressions of antisemitism on the Internet than other expressions of
racism: from 514 instances in 2003 to 610 in 2004.

As to perpetrators, in cases involving direct contact with the vicdm
(e.g., verbal abuse on the street, at school or at work) 45 percent in 2004
were of North African extraction compared to 43.5 percent in 2003 and
41 percent in 2002

The number of incidents which took place at schools in 2004
remained unchanged from the unprecedented high (18) of the previous
vear. The 2004 events included four threats of violence. At one school,
the text “Killing Jews is OK. Hitler did it too,” appeared on a
blackboard. According to one student at a large comprehensive
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secondary school in Amstelveen, many native Dutch students dally with
Hitler’s ideology. Moreover, the song Kankerjoden (Rotten bastard Jews;
kanker=cancer) by the band Nieuwe Allochtone Generatie (NAG) was
distributed at various schools.

Distribution of antisemitic videos and DVDs from the Middle East
and antisemitic propaganda transmitted via satellite dish are a major
cause of antisemitism and anti-western feeling in the Netherlands. For
example, the overtly antisemitic Iranian movie Zahra’s ogen (Zahra’s Blue
Eyes), which depicts the government of Israel as stealing organs from
Palestinian children, was distributed at mosques in The Hague and
Rotterdam, and screened on Hizballah’s al-Manar TV. The Dutch
satellite firm New Skies enabled transmission of this program, as well as
others, including the television series Dzaspora produced in Syria, which
falsely depicts Jews as using the blood of Christians to prepare matzoth
for Passover. However, New Skies ceased transmissions in early 2005 at
the urging of the Media Commission.

Accotding to the Dutch General Intelligence and Security Service,
AIVD, local Islamist terrorist cells pose a threat to the Netherlands.
Mohammed Bouyeri, the suspected assassin of movie director Theo Van
Gogh in November 2004 (see also below), operated on the periphery of
such a cell, the so-called Hofstad group. Several members of this group
were arrested following the attack. From the documents found at the
suspect’s home it appeared that he harbored extremely radical ideas and
a deep hatred of western society. Hofstad sees itself as the vanguard of
the Islamic community and as such, as the enemy of the West in general
and of the Nethetlands in particular. Within the context of this perceived
war, they see certain politicians and opinion leaders as legitimate targets
against whom the use of violence is fully justified. The local character of
the Hofstad group is underlined by a lack of specific indications of
international control. Although their Syrian spiritual leader played an
important role in the ideological and religious development of the group,
he was not the only driving force behind their radicalization. The
Internet also played an important role in this process. Many of the ideas
expressed in Mohammed Bouyeri’s letters, including texts about ‘true’
Islam, had been circulating in news groups and chat rooms for some
time. Another core member of the Hofstad group, Samir Azzouz,
arrested in June for a robbery, was suspected of planning several terrorist
attacks.

Generally, the far right in the Netherlands is dominated by
unorganized individuals (or groups of individuals) and subcultures
propagating extreme right-wing or racist ideas for political or other
motives. An increasing number of Dutch native youth are using extreme
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right-wing symbols to emphasize their idendty and to seek a
confrontation with ethnic minorities, local authorities and public
opinion. Incidents caused by these youths meet with great resistance in
society, if only because of the display of extreme right-wing symbols.
The so-called Lonsdale youth (teenagers sporting Lonsdale clothes), in
particular, were the subject of much public attention in 2004. Although
the vast majority of these young people have no organizational structure
or political ideology, they may constitute a potential breeding ground for
recruitment by extreme right-wing organizations with more political
ambitions. So far, however, the AIVD sees little evidence of successful
recruitment by extreme right-wing parties (such as the Nieuwe Nationale
Partij, the Nieuw Rechts or the Nationale Alliantie) among these groups.

The murder of Theo van Gogh was exploited by extreme right-wing
groups to draw public attention to their ideas about the failures of the
government’s integration policy and the collapse of the multicultural
society. However, their activism attracted few new members. Most of the
arson attacks against Islamic institutions in the aftermath of the murder
proved to be committed mainly by young persons (including Lonsdale
youth) who were motivated by solidarity with racist ideas. Only in one or
two cases werte the perpetrators members of extreme right-wing groups.

Following the murder of Theo van Gogh, the Dutch Council of
Ministers launched the Breed Initiatief Maatschappelijke Binding (Broad
Initiative toward Social Cohesion — BIMB) to promote social dialog.
The aim is to improve relations and increase civic interaction in society
in fields such as work, shopping, schools, sports, community centers and
night life.

In April 2004 the Dutch House of Representatives expressed concern
about the efforts of law and order forces in fighting racism and
antisemitism. The discussion related to the findings of a study conducted
by Anne Frank House that only 8 percent of racial violence cases in 2003
vielded any result. The figures for convictions are equally disturbing. The
number of cases brought before the courts has more than halved, while
the percentage of acquittals has never been higher — 27 percent. Here
too there are marked deviations from the general pattern. In the chain of
criminal justice the police are the weakest link.

Full report online at:
htp:// www.antisemitism.tau.ac.il/asw2004/netherlands.htm
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NORWAY

There are approximately 1,500 Jews in Norway, out of a population of
4.4 million, mostly in and around the capital Oslo. The main organizing
body is the Jewish Community of Oslo.

There was a decline in antisemitic manifestations in 2004, especially
compared to the first two years after the outbreak of the second intifada.
A controversial incident occutred in August when the municipal
authorities placed a sculpture entitled “The Wall: Fragments from
History,” by Sigurd Bjorn Engvik, in the center of Oslo. The piece
consisted of vellow stars (which Jews were forced to wear under the Nazi
regime), symbolizing the allegedly murderous nature of Jews, a dollar
sign, representing ‘Jewish greed’, and the word ‘Holocaust’ together with
the date, 29 November 1947 (the date of the UN vote for the partition
of Palestine). Quotations from the Ten Commandments and the Bible
supposedly signified Israel's disregard for Jewish ethics. The Jewish
community of Oslo and the Norwegian Association against
Antsemitsm protested the display of a exhibit that used classical
antsemitic symbols to attack the Jewish religion and mock the Shoah.

In February, Norwegian state TV-channel NRK 1 hosted a live
debate on contemporary antisemitism. During the discussion, NRK’s
Middle East correspondent Lars Sigurd Sunnani stated that reports of
antisemitic activities may have been invented by European Jews in order
to divert attention from Israeli policies toward the Palestinians.

During another debate, in August, between the Swedish researcher
on antisemitism Henrik Bachner and the president of the Norwegian
PEN club, Kjell Olaf Jensen, at the Bjornson-festivalen (a Norwegian
festival of international literature), the latter claimed that the Jews sought
a monopoly on suffering and used the Holocaust to justfy Israeli
terrorist actions.

The third largest political party in Norway, the opposition, right-wing
populist Progress Party, has twice called for a ban on circumcision of
boys according to the Jewish and Muslim rituals. The National Alliance,
consisting of several marginal extreme right-wing parties, models itself
on the French Front National.

In September, Prime Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik, as well as
several members of the government, attended the inauguration of the
renovated Oslo Jewish Community Center. In his speech to the Oslo
Jewish community, the prime minister lauded the successful integration
of Norwegian Jews and their contribution to Norwegian society, and
promised to make every effort to ensure their safety.
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In early February, the extreme left-wing party Rod Valgallianse (Red
Electoral Alliance — RV) demanded that one of its local politicians, the
teacher Hans Olav Brendberg, withdraw from the party, partly because
of numerous antisemitic statements he had made on the Norwegian
Internet discussion forum KK-forum.

In early 2004 Inge Telhang, a non-Jewish teacher from Kristansand,
was asked by the director of the Center for Adult Education to remove a
Star of David he wote, on the grounds that it might provoke Muslim
students. The head of the Natonal Association of Schools added that to
Arab students a Star of David was comparable to a swastika in the eyes
of Jewish students. Telhang, who said this violated his right of freedom
of expression, hired an attorney to fight his case, which the minister of
education supports.

In March 1999, Norway became the first country occupied by Nazi
Germany in World War 1I to create a fund for the restitution of Jewish
property confiscated by the Quisling government. A significant part of
the settlement — NOK40 million — between the State of Norway and
the Jewish communities of Norway finances the Center for Holocaust
and Religious Minority Studies in Norway, a research and documentation
institution affiliated with the University of Oslo.

Full report online at:
http:// www.antisemitism.tau.ac.il/asw2004/norway.htm
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SPAIN

The Jewish population of Spain is estimated roughly at 20,000; however,
the number of registered Jews does not exceed 14,000. The Federation
of Jewish Communities of Spain currently consists of thirteen traditional
and Orthodox communities, the largest of which are located in Madrid,
Barcelona and on the Costa del Sol (Malaga).

The terrorist attack on two commuter trains in Madrid in March 2004
(192 people killed and almost 1,800 injured), known as March 11 (M-11),
had a major political impact. Three days after the event, the Socialist
Party, headed by Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero, scored an unexpected
victory in the general elections. Many political analysts considered this
turnabout in public fecling as opposition to a confrontation with
terrorism. Others contended that the public only wanted the return of
Spanish troops from an ‘illegal’ war in Iraq. The slogans of peace
activists who demonstrated in many Spanish cities following the Madrid
attack blamed Bush and Spanish Prime Minister José Maria Aznar rather
than Islamic terrorism. Their signs read “Aznar murderer,” “Out with
Bush” and “Stop America,” and some people carried PLO flags. Thus,
Islamic terrorists attained two important political goals in Madrid: for the
first time they succeeded in influencing a democratic process in the
western world and they caused the first crack in the American-led
coalition in Iraq.

On 3 April 2004 the Spanish police discovered that the M-11
bombers had been planning imminent attacks on two Jewish targets, also
in the Madrid area.

After continual election failures, several Spanish far right-wing fringe
parties allied to form the Frente Espafiol, modeled on the French Front
National, for the 2004 elections; however, the Frente failed to win any
seats.

Those in the spectrum of the left, from extreme to mainstream, are
far from holding a monolithic opinion about Israel and the Jews, each
party or group encompassing a range of views. For example, the anti-
Israel/anti-Jewish influence of some members of the Esquerra
Republicana, which is part of the socialist coalition in the Catalonian
regional government, is counterbalanced by fellow member Pilar Rahola,
who initiated a campaign against antisemitism in Barcelona (see ASH
2003/4). A similar situation exists in other regional governments
(communidades antonomas) and at the state level.

There was a considerable increase in antisemitic activity after 11
March. In fact, religious members of the Jewish community of Spain are
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afraid to wear a skullcap which might make them targets for attacks. In
March, the walls of two Jewish synagogues in Barcelona (Orthodox and
Reform) were daubed with antisemitic graffiti. Also in March and April,
some Jewish worshippers were verbally attacked as they left the
Barcelona Jewish Community Center. A monument commemorating the
Holocaust in Barcelona was desecrated twice, in May and June 2004. In
October a group of individuals painted antisemitic slogans in German on
the walls of the Reform synagogue and of the Jewish school in
Barcelona. The statue in Toledo of Samuel Halevi, treasurer to King
Pedro, who in 1357 built the Transito Synagogue in the city, was torched
and defaced with red paint and swastikas, on 26 August.

On the African continent in August, the Spanish city of Melilla in
North Africa was the scene of three attacks on members of the Jewish
community by groups of local North Africans. The first victim was an
old man who was beaten by the door of the main synagogue on a
Saturday morning. The other two attacks were on Jewish families
shopping in an Arab s#& (open market). They were insulted and pelted
with stones and the windows of one of their cars were smashed. Also in
August the Shukrun Synagogue in Melila was stoned by a group of young
men, who shouted “Jews, get out!” at worshippers. It should be noted
that the majority of the population in these cities consists of Moroccan
Muslims, many of whom hold Spanish citizenship, and that Morocco
seeks to integrate Ceuta and Mellila into its own national territory.

Reports  about Israel occupy a disproportionate amount of
international news space in the Spanish media. Most coverage of the
conflict is superficial and sensationalist, with Israel, and by extension, the
Jews, being discredited — and sometimes demonized (see ASW 2003/ 4).
The large circulation, mainstream newspaper E/ Pais, for example,
carried an anti-Israel caricature that compared Israel’s security fence to
the wall around the Warsaw Ghetto, with the caption, “The Isracli wall is
more effective.”

In November, the mayor of Oleiros (A Coruna) approved public
signs that described Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon as an ‘animal’
and members of his government ‘neo-Nazis’. Foreign Minister Miguel
Angel Moratinos responded by issuing a strong statement calling on the
mayor to remove the signs. Following intense pressure from national and
local government officials, and extensive criticism in the national press,
the mayor finally agreed to remove the signs.

Jewish representatives in Barcelona approached local government
officials requesting the removal of a Star of David positioned beside a
swastika on a city hall web page. City officials temoved the symbols
without explanation and without apologizing for the incident.
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Foreign Minister Moratinos attended the opening session of an
international rabbinical congress in Cordoba (12-15 Oct.), honoring the
Jewish Cordovan philosopher and scientist Maiménides (1134-1204). He
announced that the government was considering instituting a Holocaust
memortial day — 27 January, the date of the liberation of Auschwitz — in
the national calendar, a decision subsequently approved in December.

At a meeting held in November, David Lévy-Bentolila, president of
B’nai Brith Europe (BBE) discussed with Foreign Minister Moratinos
various Jewish issues, among them inclusion of the Holocaust in history
courses taught in Spanish schools, and the Spanish media’s treatment of
Israel and the Jews. Lévy-Bentolila accused the Spanish press of misuse
of freedom of expression to an extent not found in other countries.
Regarding andsemitism on TV and cable, Moratinos noted that the
Spanish government had been apptroached but had refused to broadcast
al-Manar (the Hizballah channel) programs. The foreign minister
promised to support a BBE plan for the formation of a European
Authority of Broadcasting Content.

Full report online at:
http:// www.antisemitism.tau.ac.il/asw2004/spain.htm



Antisemitism Worldwide 2004

SWEDEN

Sweden has a Jewish population of about 18,000, or 0.2 percent, out of a
general population of 9 million. The majority live in the larger cites —
Stockholm, Goteborg and Malmé. The various communities are
independent, but linked through the Council of Swedish Jewish
Communities.

Many in the Jewish community feel it wise to hide their identity,
although they believe only a small percentage of the 400,000 Muslim
immigrants to be a threat, according to an assessment of antisemitism in
Sweden published in the leading Israeli daily Ha'arerz (10 Feb. 2004).
Lena Posner-Koeroesi, president of the Stockholm Jewish community,
claimed that whenever officials want to take action on antisemitism they
group it together with Islamophobia and homophobia. Researcher
Mikael Tossavainen drafted a report issued by the Council Against Ant-
Semitism that surveyed antisemitism among Muslim immigrants. The
report aroused controversy due to Tossavainen’s interviewing of school
teachers, who noted Muslim pupils’ objection to studying the Holocaust.
He stated that Swedes were unaware of what was going on in the large
Muslim communities in the suburbs. Swedish Islamic studies scholar Jan
Samuelsson claimed in the mainstream Dagens Nybeter (20 Oct. 2004) that
Arabs would hate the Jews as long as Israel occupied Arab lands, an idea
that met with understanding among Swedes. Prof. Henrik Bachner of
Lund University, said events in the Middle East might sharpen
antisemitistn but were not its origin. Bachner stressed that analogies
berween Israel and the Nazis and the use of terminology drawn from the
Christian tradition, such as “the crucifixion of Arafat” in _Affonbladet
before Easter 2003, reflected toleration of antisemitism

There were 65 unofficial reports of antdsemidc incidents in 2004,
mostly cases of harassment (threats and verbal abuse), and 4 of physical
assault. This compares with police reports for 2003 of 3 cases of minor
assault, 35 cases of harassment and 9 cases of vandalism of Jewish sites.
Most offenses were committed in the metropolitan areas of Stockholm,
Goteborg and Malmd.

Much antisemitic critme in 2004, particularly violence and vandalism,
appeared to be triggered by the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. On 30 March,
for example, four vouths of Middle East origin entered a Jewish-owned
shop in Milmo and assaulted the shopkeeper and a Jewish customer.
The shopkeeper was hospitalized. A Jewish boy was also attacked by
youth of Middle East extracton in Gétebotg, in February.
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At a soccer match held on 13 June between a local Maccabi team and
a team of immigrant players, spectators shouted “Death to the Jews” and
“Crush Zionism.” After the game the coach of the opposing team
approached one of the Jewish players and hit him in the face, starting a
brawl that ended with the hospitalization of one of the Jewish players.

Since the September 11 attacks antsemitism has remained a
cornerstone of neo-Nazi ideology while Islamphobia is primarily the
province of the nationalist but ‘respectable’ Sweden Democrats. The
National Democrats propagate both, although when discussing
conspiracy theories, Jews are usually referred to indirecty as ‘Illuminati’,
‘Free Masonty’ and ‘international capitalism’. Jews are seen as ‘the threat
from above’, controlling the political establishment, the media and the
police, while Muslims are viewed as ‘the threat from below’, secking an
immigrant takeover. The white population is therefore perceived as
being squeezed in a grip between the two.

The Nordic Association was the most dominant among ultra-
conservative and xenophobic organizations in disseminating anti-Jewish
propaganda in 2004. The association is greatly influenced by US extreme
rightists, such as David Duke and Professor Kevin McDonald.

Holocaust denier Ahmed Rami, operator of Radio Islam, remains the
chief disseminator of propaganda denying the Holocaust, although most
of his activities in recent years have been limited to the Internet. In spite
of his Moroccan background, Rami has gained the approval of several
white power groups, including the NSF. In 2004 Rami was invited to
speak at the Nordic Association where he accused Judaism of
“everything that is evil.”

The Malmé city library hosted an exhibition in April 2004, which
presented Israel as a state built on “expulsion and terror” and which
justified suicide bombing. At its inauguration, the display was supported,
inter alia, by a Malmé politician from the Conservative Party, who said
killing Jewish children was justified, and a Social Democrat, who said
bombing Jewish civilians was self-defense, Jewish terrorists had created
the State of Israel and the task of his party was to represent Muslims, not
Jews in Malmé’s high-immigrant density suburb of Rosengird.

The Nationalsocialistisk Front (National Socialist Front — NSF)
moved its base from southern to mid-west Sweden, near the town of
Vara. During 2004 the Front arranged several white power music nights
with hundreds of participants.

Since the murder of 17-vear-old skinhead Daniel Wretstrém by a
youth gang of mixed Swedish and immigrant background in the town of
Salem, south of Stockholm, in December 2000, the town has become a
rallying point for neo-Nazis and extreme rightists in Sweden on the
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anniversary of his death. The Salem Fund, set up by the Nazi prison
organization Yellow Cross, together with the pro-terrorist Info-14 and
Blood & Honour for organizing the annual commemoration, is
supported by the entire nationalist spectrum, except the Sweden
Democrats. There was a decline in numbers of participants, from 2,000
in 2003 to 1,400 in 2004,

Begun as a publishing house in 2002, Nordiska Férbundet (Nordic
Association) became an organization in 2004. It is influenced by the US
National Alliance and especially by former Ku Klux Klan leader David
Duke, who has interviewed leading activists from the association on his
radio show. The publishing house distributes antisemitic books such as
Duke’s Jewish Supremacy and Lars Adelskogh’s Holocaust denying work
An Empty Sack. The organization, in cooperation with the publishing
house, circulates the magazines Nordic Freedom and Peoples News.

In May 2004 the Jewish Central Council in Sweden wrote to
Archbishop K.G. Hammar, breaking off contacts with the Swedish
(Lutheran) Church. Hammar had initiated the decision of the Swedish
Church to boycott products originating in the tertitories occupied by
Israel. His campaign had the backing of 12 organizations that want the
EU to break its trade agreements with Israel. The Council letter
protested a lack of sympathy with the Jews of Sweden and pointed out
that singling out Israel for boycott, when many other states could be
accused of the same infractions, was an expression of antisemitism.

In 2004 the Living History Forum published a major survey on
intolerance which was distributed to 10,000 students in Sweden aged
14-18. Over 75 percent of the students completed the survey, which
covered antisemitism, homophobia, Islamophobia and xenophobia.
Eighty-three percent of respondents agreed with the statement that most
Jews were good people and 72 percent said they would not mind living
next to a Jew. Twenty-two percent, however, opposed Jews having the
right to build religious buildings, while 23 percent opposed Muslims
having the right to build mosques. Twelve percent agreed with the
statement that there were too many Jews in Sweden. The general index
of intolerance against Jews was 1.04 (1.00 marking absolute tolerance).
The majority of the students felt positively toward Jews in Sweden; just
under 6 percent, however, had an index higher than 2.5, indicating high
intolerance. The findings indicate that the rate of antisemitism among
Muslim immigrants was no higher than among other sectors of society
that identified themselves as non-religious.

Full report online at
http:// www.antisemitism.tau.ac.il/asw2004/sweden.html
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SWITZERLAND

The Jewish community remained stable at about 18,000, or 0.25 percent
of Switzerland’s population of 7 million. The main umbrella organization
of Swiss Jewry is the Swiss Federation of Jewish Communities
(Schweizerischer Israclitischer Gemeindebund/Fédération Suisse des
Communautés Israélites — SIG/FSCI). CICAD (Coordination
Intercommunautaire Contre ’Antisémitisme et la Diffamation), based in
Geneva, represents Switzerland’s French-speaking Jewish communities.
The Jewish Forum of the Swiss Media, set up in 2002 by SIG/FSCI and
CICAD, was restructured in late 2004 into Media Watch, whose task is
to monitor and analyze Swiss media coverage of issues related to Israel
and the Jews and to counter antisemitic statements and attempts to
delegitimize the State of Israel.

The situation in Switzerland regarding antisemitism remained
relatively unchanged in 2004. While violent antisemitic attacks were of a
sporadic nature, an underlying antisemitism, characterized by the
persistence of preconceived images and ideas concerning the Jewish
population, exists in Switzerland, as illustrated by an August 2004 Swiss
government report on extremism which spoke of “Jewish religious
extremism,” a reference which provoked an antisemitic response.

In September 2004, an office for monitoring antisemitic incidents
was set up in the German-speaking part of Switzerland by Aktion Kinder
des Holocaust (AkdH) and SIG. Not all of the incidents recorded
necessarily violate Art. 261bis of the Swiss Penal Code. In the French
speaking part, the CICAD recorded 20 incidents in 2004, which it
divided into ‘severe acts’ (harassment, aggression, break-ins — 5 acts),
‘serious acts’ (defamation, threatening letters, targeted graffiti — 6 acts)
and ‘disturbing acts’ (untargeted graffiti — 9 acts). In the ‘severe acts’
category, an identifiably Jewish person was spat on and insulted in 2
Basle street in September. The perpetrator made the Hitler salute and
velled “Die, Jew!” (Jude verrecke!). The victim got away but a witness made
a report to the police which helped to identify the perpetrator. In
February vandals broke into the Gan Shlomo kindergarten and the
Maccabi community rooms in Geneva. They damaged property and left
graffid on the walls, saying, inter alia, “F--- les juifs.”

Articles delegitimizing Israel and equating it with Nazi Germany, as
well as accusing the Jews of trying to gain political power globally and to
manipulate US policy, continued to appear in mainstream papers. In an
article entitled “Europe Accused of Antisemitism” in the Tribune de
Genéve (Geneva’s main newspaper; 22 Jan. 2004), Antoine Maurice asked
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“whether this [Isracli government| policy does not in some ways recall
that of Nazi Germany. This [policy] massacred the Jews, denied the
existence of a people and a community, progressively but implacably
destroyed their rights, [and] oppressed this people with a mixture of
quibbling legalism and breathtaking arbitrariness [sz].”

In “Friendly’ Country,” Vincent Pellegrini wrote in Le Nouvelliste
(main newspaper of Valais canton; 16 Jan. 2004): “The Bush
government, at the command of its country’s Jewish lobbies for its
Middle East policies and influenced by American fundamentalist
Protestants who believe in the notion of a Greater Israel, supports de
facto the policies of the Jewish state, as Colin Powell demonstrated last
week.” The secretary general of CICAD met with Jean Bonnard, chief
editor of e Nouvelliste, to discuss the content of the article.

Delegitimation of Israel and its right to exist as a Jewish state were
discussed during a series of conferences (beginning in April 2003),
organized by the IUED (Insdtut Universitaire d’Etude du
Développement, University of Geneva) and the human rights
organization CETIM (Centre Europe Tiers Monde). The latter is a
virulently ant-Israel body which, zufer ala, demands a boycott of Israeli
products. The majority of the speakers are known for their involvement
in the campaign to delegitimize the State of Israel. The conference
focused on religious and ideological affinities between the State of Israel
and apartheid era South Africa.

Despite the 2002 court order disbanding Verité et Justice (V&]) (see
ASW 20071/2), and confirmation of that order in July 2003, the
organization, founded in 1999 by Jirgen Graf, continued to hold
meetings, arrange national and international events and publish
antisemitic and Holocaust denying materials. In January 2004 V&] flyers
were distributed in letter boxes in Geneva and Lausanne. Next to the
skull heading the paper, the text said: “L’Holocauste c’est du bidon”
(The holocaust is a lie). According to a communiqué sent in May 2004,
V&] secretary-general René-Louis Berclaz has taken refuge in
Montenegro (former Yugoslavia) (see ASW 2003/ 4).

In October, Bernhard Hess, president of the xenophobic Swiss
Democrats and their representative in the National Council, together
with 50 co-signers, called for abrogating the anti-racism article of the
Penal Code (StGB Art. 261bis) and for the Federal Council to draft a law
guaranteeing complete freedom of speech. According to Hess, freedom
of speech should not be restricted to private events. Currently, remarks
made in public places (such as a restaurant or bar) that instigate hatred
against a racial, ethnic or religious group are forbidden by law and Lable
to legal action.
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The extremist right-wing scene in Switzerland consists of many small,
volatle, unstructured groups. While there is no common ideology among
them, at major events such as winter solstice parties of the Avalon
community (“the new heathen circle”), representatives of all trends —
from young skinheads to old racists — gather and celebrate. The number
of right-wing extremists remained unchanged. Currently, there are about
1000-1200 militants and about 700-800 sympathizers in Switzerland.

The left-wing extremist scene in Switzerland consists of a large
number of inter-connected groups. Revolutionary Assembly Switzerland
(RAS)/Revolutionary Assembly Zurich (RAZ) is the leading, most
violent far left organization. Black Bloc (BB), a heterogeneous action
platform of left-wing extremist groups is considered a real threat to
Swiss internal security because of its strong commitment to violence.

The main representatives of Islamist fundamentalism in Switzerland
are Sunni organizations: En Nahdha, Front Islamique Tunisien (FIT),
the Muslim Brotherhood, Front Islamique du Salut (FIS), Groupe
Islamique Armé (GIA), Groupe Salafiste pour la Prédication et le
Combat (GSPC), Groupe Islamique Combattant Libyen (GICL), Hamas,
Jihad, Hizballah, Al-Takfir wal Hijra and the Swiss PRO-PLO. The latter
purports to “support the Muslims during their uprising against racist-
Zionist colonization” and to pursue a national rather than an Islamic
solution. Patric Illi, president of PRO-PLO, had close links to Shaykh
Ahmad Yasin before his assassination in March 2004. The group engages
in fundraising for the Palestinians and calls for a boycott of “Zionist
products.” In April 2004 the PRO-PLO held a pro-Palestinian/anti-
Zionist demonstration in Zurich, with about 200 participants, at which
they burned a large Israeli flag. In autumn 2004 the content of the PRO-
PLO website was deleted and readers were automatically redirected to a
different site, www.boykott-israel.com.

Full report online at:
http:// www.antisemitism.tau.ac.il/asw2004/switzerland. htm
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UNITED KINGDOM

The Jewish community of the United Kingdom numbers about 350,000,
out of a total population of 58 million. Two-thirds of the community is
concentrated in Greater London. Other major Jewish centers are
Manchester, Leeds and Glasgow. The central organizadon of British
Jewry is the Board of Deputies of British Jews (BoD). Security and
defense activity is organized through the Community Security Trust
(CST). The Jewish Community Leadership Council formed in 2003
brings together leaders of major national Jewish organizations with the
aim of enhancing the long-term effectiveness of communal
representation and ensuring greater consultation.

Racist incidents recorded by the police in 2003/4 rose by 7 percent to
52,694, following a 10 percent fall the previous year. These included
35,022 racially or religiously aggravated crimes (31,034 in 2002/3). Over
half of these were harassment offenses.

The CST recorded a total of 532 antisemitic incidents during 2004, a
42 percent increase over the previous year (375 incidents). Antsemitic
incident levels have risen steadily since the outbreak of the second
Palestinian intifada in October 2000: the 2004 total was more than
double that of 1999. The proportion of incidents rooted in hatred for
Istael and Zionism has risen disproportionately faster than acts that
originate in the racial prejudice commonly associated with the far right.
Of the 532 incidents, 124 showed clear anti-Zionist motivation,
compared to 84 that were motivated by far right sentiment or ideology.
The number of violent assaults rose by 54 percent (83 incidents) over
2003 (54 incidents). Damage and desecration of communal property
decreased by 26 percent, from 72 incidents in 2003 to 53 incidents in
2004, perhaps partly as a result of improved security measures. Abusive
behavior increased by 29 percent, from 211 in 2003 to 272 incidents in
2004. This category encompasses the full range of low-level, often
spontaneous antisemitic abuse and is usually taken as an indicator of the
level of antisemitism in society.

Antisemitic incidents fluctuate in response to events in the Middle
East, as illustrated most dramatically in March 2004 when 54 incidents
were recorded by the CST in the 48 hours following the assassination of
Hamas leader Shaykh Ahmad Yasin. However, linkage with the Middle
East is not always clear: there were no obvious reasons, for example, for
the relatively high number of incidents that occurred in June 2004
Significantly, the focus for hatred was not Israell institutions in the UK
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but Jewish ones and Jews themselves, especially synagogues and
Orthodox Jews.

In February a rap music video “Dirty Kuffar,” performed by the
British group Sheikh Terra and the Soul Salah Crew, was withdrawn
following complaints. The video included adapted footage of, among
others, Ayman al-Zawahiri, "Usama bin Laden’s right hand man, and
Ariel Sharon, morphed into animals: the former into a roaring lion, the
latter into a pig with a Star of David on its forehead. The video was
distributed in Britain by Saudi expatriate Muhammad al-Masari, who
claimed that sales were high in mosques and that there was a large
overseas demand.

In October the European Social Forum, attended by social
movements and community groups from around Europe, met in
London. The Union of Jewish Students stall was vandalized, a prayer
book was stolen, posters were ripped down, and pro-Palestinian leaflets
were left at the scene.

Many in the Jewish community, including the BoD as well as the
prime minister called on Mayor of London Ken Livingstone to apologize
for remarks made to Oliver Finegold a Jewish Evening Standard reporter
who had attempted to question the mayor as he left a party late at night
in Central London. In responding to Finegold, the mayor likened the
reportet’s role to that of a concentration camp guard. The outrage was
echoed in the media with almost continuous TV, radio and newspaper
coverage. Livingstone has a record of controversial activity relating to
Jews and the Middle East (see also below).

In March the Special Immigration Appeals Commission (SIAC)
dismissed an appeal brought by Omar Mahmud Muhammad "Utman,
aka Abu Qatada, a foreign detainee held on suspicion of aiding terrorism.
The SIAC decision noted that in October 1999 Abu Qatada had made a
speech at the Four Feathers Mosque in London in which he gave a
blessing for the killing of Jews, adding that Americans should be attacked
wherever they were and that there was no difference between English
Jews and Americans. He further urged followers to fight Jews in the
United Kingdom.

In 2004 the trials took place of a number of extremist Muslims,
among them, Abu Hamsa al Masri, former imam at the Finsbury Park
Mosque, who had been detained since May on an American extradition
request in connection with terrorism charges. In October he was charged
with 16 offenses, including four of soliciting the murder of Jews, six
others of soliciting to murder non-Muslims, five of inciting racial hatred,
and one charge of possession of information likely to be useful to a
person committing or preparing an act of terrorism. These charges now
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take priority over the extradition proceedings and relate to tapes and
other material seized from his home and from Finsbury Park Mosque.

In February the BoD began a campaign to have transmissions of
Hizballah’s al-Manar satellite television programs banned in the UK.
Responding to one of the BoD’s complaints, the secretary of state for
culture, media and sport noted that al-Manar had no broadcasting license
in the UK but that the British government supported a French court’s
ban on UTELSAT transmitting the programs.

In August the BoD requested that Islamist preacher Yusuf al-
Qaradawi be prevented entry into the UK on the grounds that he
promoted antisemitism and the use of women and children in suicide
attacks against Israel. The controversial visit, which was organized by the
Muslim Association of Britain and partly hosted by Mayor of London
Ken Livingstone, led to the formation of a coalition of Jewish, Hindu,
Sikh, feminist and gay community groups to campaign against his
presence and the use of public funds and premises to host him.

In April the National Union of Students passed a motion under its
“No Platform for Racism” policy at its Blackpool conference banning
the militant Islamist organizations al-Muhajiroun, Hizb ut-Tahrir and the
Muslim Public Affairs Committee from using student union premises for
their actvities. In November the Britsh National Party and other far
right groups were banned from Manchester University campus after new
revelations that the party was attempting yet again to recruit on
campuses.

Full report online at:
http:// www.antisemitism.tau.ac.il/asw2004/uk.htm



CIS, Baltic States and Eastern Europe

CIS AND BALTIC STATES

RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Some 250,000 Jews live in Russia out of a total population of about 144
million. There are over 200 Jewish community organizations, operating
mostly under the Russian Jewish Congress (REK), the Federation of
Jewish Communides in Russia (FEOR), Congress of Jewish Religious
Communides and Organizations (KEROOR), Movement of Modern
Judaism — Hineni and Movement of Progressive Judaism.

In 2004 the alarming increase in violent crime, motivated by ethnic
and religious hatred continued, affecting both the Jewish population and
other national minorities in Russia (see General Analysis). Mass brawls,
beatings, murder and desecration became routine occurrences. The local
banking crisis which hit Russia in spring/summer 2004 prompted
xenophobic and antisemitic responses from those who suffered financial
losses, as well as from politicians who sought to make political capital.
The end of 2004 saw a rise in social tensions caused by the introduction
of reforms, including the introduction of cash payments in place of
benefits such as free electricity and free use of public transport for the
sick, pensioners and war veterans, iuter alia. There were attempts,
sometimes successful, on the part of politicians, to impart a nationalistic
slant to these protests. Nationalist radicals joined the demonstrations,
and even initiated them in some regions.

There were several attacks against Jews, one of the most serious in
Yoshkar-Ola on 25 September. Dmitrii Aron, son of the local Jewish
community’s chairperson Mark Aron, was attacked at the entrance to the
building where he lived. He was hospitalized after the attackers beat him
several times in the face with their fists and a metal object. The victim
lodged a complaint to the local police. On 4 September, the daily
Maritiskaia Pravda (Republic of Mari-El) had called for an attack on the
family. On 2 September, three skinheads with baseball bats shouted
antisemitic remarks and threatened to settle accounts with the head of
the community and his family and set fire to the local synagogue.

Three attacks against Jews were recorded in Moscow in December.
On 12 December the Azeri Muslim driver who worked for the Jewish
community was beaten and insulted by policemen. A menorah was
attached to the car window. On 15 December an Israeli citizen, originally
from Dagestan, was approached at a train station by a person who put a
knife to his throat and asked what his nationality was. When he answered
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that he was Jewish, he was beaten by two other men who shouted:
“There are too many Jews here”” Two of the attackers were later
arrested. On 23 December 2004, a religious Jew from Israel was beaten
by three yvoung people near the Marina Roshcha synagogue in Moscow.
The attackers shouted antisemitic remarks.

As in previous vears, desecration of Jewish graves and memorials was
a common form of antisemitic violence. Such attacks, sometimes
recurring at the same cemetery and in many cases accompanied by
swastika daubing, took place, infer alia, at the ancient Victims of 9 January
cemetery in the St. Petersburg memorial complex in honor of Victims
and Fighters of the Revolution, as well as at Jewish cemeteries at Kaluga,
Tambov, Piatigorsk, Petrozavodsk, Astrakhan, Makhachkala and Irkutsk.
One of the vandals who desecrated the Piadgorsk cemetery (in April and
June) was sentenced in August to two years imprisonment, and two
others who were underage were sent for a year and a half to a corrective
mnstitution. In November the regional court of Kaluga handed down a
two-year suspended sentence to Alekseni Lapiutin and another underage
youth for desecration of the Kaluga Jewish cemetery in March.

Attacks on synagogues and other community property were also
widespread throughout the year. For example, on 25 January a grenade
was thrown into the yard of the synagogue in Derbent breaking almost
all the windows. In early February an attempt was made to ignite the
local synagogue and Jewish library in Cheliabinsk. On 23 April, a group
of skinheads entered the local Jewish center in Ulianovsk, shouting, “We
want to know the face of our enemy.” They tore the flags of the Jewish
organization and broke some windows.

There were several antisemitic utterances by public or elected
officials. On 11 March in an interview with the Jewish News Agency
(AEN), Communist Party (KKPRF) presidential candidate Nikolai
Kharitonov said Jews should be grateful to Stalin for founding the
Birobidjan Autonomous Republic and the Jews should move there. He
also accused Jews of atrocities against the Cossacks and of causing
Russia’s problems today. In September, during a debate in the parliament
on banning the advertisement of abortion services, KPRF member
Nikolai Kondratenko, blamed the Jews for the high rate of abortions in
Russia. On 1 July Russian KPRF Senator Nikolai Kondratenko, speaking
at a conference in Beirut, accused the Zionists of genocide against the
Russian people. He called on Russians and Muslims to cooperate against
the ‘worldwide Jewish conspiracy’.

Vladimir Zhirinovskii, head of the Liberal Democratic Party of Russia
(LDPR), was among those who voted in parliament, on 9 July against a
proposed law to prohibit the public display of Nazi symbols. The
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proposal was rejected. Zhirinovskii also opposed the initiative of several
State Duma deputies to mark Holocaust Memorial Day and refused to
take part in a minute’s silence to commemorate Holocaust victims.

The St. Petersburg TV 3 channel (transmitted to Moscow and several
other Russian cities) broadcast nationalistic and antisemitic propaganda
on a regulatly scheduled program called “Our Strategy.” The hosts of the
program were Mikhail Shiriaev (an activist of Za Rus’ Sviatuiu — For
Sacred Rus”) and Nikolaii Smirnov (former activist of Pamiat St
Petersburg). For example, on 1 May 2004 the hosts and participants,
among whom was Sergeii Baburin from the Rodina Party (known for his
antisemitic and racist views), discussed the “genocide of the Russian
people” which they claimed was “less known than the Jewish
Holocaust.” During the discussion, photos of those allegedly responsible
were shown, most of whom were of Jewish origin.

While officials from the president down often condemned antisemitic
acts they preferred to label the perpetrators terrorists or hooligans rather
than xenophobes or antisemites. Moreover, the number of convictions
in antisemitic cases is far lower than the actual number of antisemitic
offenses committed, and if a legal process is launched, it is often
prolonged. For example, on 5 July 2004 members of a group suspected
of having placed a grenade with an antisemitic sign on it in 2002 were
arrested. The prosecutor’s office of Tomsk region opened a criminal
investigation under Article 205 (terrorism), but the trial never began.
Moreover, three people convicted in 2004 under Article 282 of the
Russian criminal code specifying antisemitic offenses were discharged.

REPUBLIC OF UKRAINE

Approximately 100,000 Jews live in Ukraine out of a total population of
about 47 million. There are more than 200 registered Jewish
organizations, some 40 of which are based in the capital Kiev. They
operate under the umbrella organizations All-Ukrainian Jewish Congress,
the Association of Jewish Communities and Otrganizations, and the
Jewish Confederation or the Union of Jewish Religious Communities in
Ukraine.

During recent years the community has suffered an increase in
antisemitic manifestations. Some incidents in 2004 were connected to
the October presidential election, which was mainly a struggle between
the pro-Russian Viktor lanukovich (prime minister at the time of the
elecdons and the choice of the president) and the pro-western Viktor
Tushchenko (Our Ukraine bloc; representing the opposition), who was
prime minister in 2000—1. The Jewish question’ had been used by the
regime prior to the elections to provoke anti-Jewish feeling since some
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members and supporters of the Iushchenko bloc, which came to power
in 2002, were radical nationalists. Their opponents therefore tried to
portray Jushchenko as an antisemite and the radicals as the ‘face’ of the
bloc, although, in reality, the latter had litde influence.

On 14 January members of the Lvov Jewish community, who were
distributing food to the needy at the cafeteria of the local Polytechnic
University, were attacked by a security guard. The guard insulted the
Jews and beat several of them. Later, the local press blamed the Jews for
the incident, claiming that they refused to give him food because he was
not Jewish. The guard was fired from the university and an investigation
was launched by the local prosecutor’s office; however the case never
came to trial.

Rabbis were also beaten and insulted in Kiev and Odessa: Rabbi
Chaim Pikovskii near the Brodsky synagogue on 11 July and Rabbi
Moshe Tayler, representative of Habad-Lubavitch in Ukraine, on a
central Kiev street on 28 September; and Rabbi David Feldman, head of
the School of Jewish Studies, and Rabbi Fishel Chichelnitski, chief rabbi
of Belgorod-Dnestrovsk, on 24 August in Odessa. Only in the latter case
did the police arrest one man, who had threatened the two rabbis that he
would find them later and shoot them.

A yeshiva student was attacked on 28 August while he was walking
with his family on Pushkin Street in Donetsk by a group of some 20
youths, who surrounded them chanting “Jew, Jew! Kike, Kike.” They
knocked the student to the ground and beat him.

Several synagogues were stoned and/or vandalized. Only in the case
of the Brodsky synagogue, attacked on 1 December, was someone
arrested. Jewish graves and Holocaust memorials were desecrated. For
example, over 50 Jewish graves were broken in the Kurenevskii cemetery
in Kiev and plaques at the Babi Yar Holocaust Memorial were damaged
several times during the winter.

Interviewed on the Ukrainian Channel 5 on 27 March, opposition
MP Vladimir Nechiporuk claimed that Ukraine was being ruled by a
“kike-Mason mafia” and that the Soviet Union had actually been a “kike-
Bolshevik regime.” He denied, however, that he was an antisemite, “just
a patriot.”” In announcing his candidacy for the presidential elections on
9 July, MP Bogdan Bovko, chairman of the People’s Rukh of Ukraine
Party, accused the Jews of being a fifth column.

Antisemitic articles frequently appeared in small publicadons and
irregular newsletters but rarely in the national press. The monthly journal
Personnel, whose editorial board includes several parliamentary deputies,
published an antisemitic article in each edition. Although on 20 April, the
State Committee for Nadonalides and Migration filed a lawsuit at the

78



Country and Regional Abstracts

Kiev Economic Court against the journal and against the newspaper
Personnel Plus for violaton of the Law on Informadon and the Law on
Print Mass Media, both newspapers continued to be published.

On 21 July 2004 Our Ukraine, then the main opposition bloc in
Parliament, expelled Oleg Tiagnibok, who had made an antisemitic
speech during a rally in Ivano-Frankovsk Oblast on 17 July. The event
had taken place at Iavorina Ridge, the burial site of Klima Savura, a
commander of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army which had fought against
both the Soviets and the Germans during World War II and took part in
the murder of Jews.

REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

There are about 28,000 Jews in Belarus out of a total of some 10 million.
One of the main problems of the Jewish community is lack of financing
since it receives almost nothing from the government. In February the
International Humanitarian Institute in Minsk was closed by order of the
authorities without explanadon. This was the only independent higher
education institute in Belarus with a department of Jewish studies. On 18
August the Ministry of Foreign Affairs notified the local chapter of the
Union of Councils for Jews in the Former Soviet Union (UCS]J) that it
would not be re-registered, again without explanation. The US-based
UCS]J, previously registered in Belarus as an American NGO, was one of
the primary Jewish human rights organizatons in the country, providing
information about antisemitism, extremism and xenophobia and openly
speaking out against them.

Swastikas and antisemitic graffiti commonly appear throughout the
republic. For example, on 22 January Stars of David were painted on the
Jewish community house in Novopolotsk. After the walls were
repainted, phrases, such as “Death to the Kikes” reappeared. There were
no arrests.

Desecration of Jewish cemeteries was reported in Bobruisk, Cherven
and Rahachov. Although the Bobruisk perpetrators were caught at the
scene, they wete not prosecuted.

Despite a May 2003 order by the prosecutor general and the Ministry
of Information to terminate distribution of the xenophobic, antisemitic
newspaper Russkii Vestnik, its circulation resumed in February 2004
through the governmental distribution agency Belsoiuzpechat’. Sales of
similar literature continued throughout the year in government-owned
buildings, at stores, and at events affiliated with the Orthodox Church.

During the winter of 2004, the nationalist, antisemitic Russian
National Unity (Russkoie Natsional’noie Edinstvo — RNE), founded in
Russia by Aleksadr Barkashov, distributed antisemitic leaflets in Gomel,
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which stated: “The Jews are trying to destroy Christianity,” “Now hostile
activities against the Jews will begin,” “The Jews are the forces of evil,”
and “The fighters against God must be exterminated.” In addition, the
letters ‘RNE’ were sprayed on the walls of the Jewish community
building in Gomel. No one was arrested.

There is a tendency by the authorities to minimize the role of the
Jews in the history of Belarus in general and in World War II and the
Holocaust in particular. This attitude is particularly evident in the case of
commemoration of Holocaust victims and the heroes of Jewish
resistance. In almost all literature published by the state on World War
11, the Jewish tragedy is not touched on at all or is mentioned only in
passing, while the role of the Jewish resistance movement in the
occupied territories is either minimized or totally ignored. The Holocaust
is absent from almost all school and university history textbooks or is
referred to obscurely. Jews are also denied the right to indicate on
Holocaust memorials the number of Jews murdered, on the pretext that
the Jews were not the only vicums.

When in 2000 the Jewish community complained about War under the
Laws of Villainy — a collection of antisemitic materials such as The Protocols
of the Elders of Zion, issued by Pravoslavnaia Initsiativa — the prosecutot’s
office labeled it a ‘scientific publication’ (see ASW 2000/1).
Pravoslavnaia Initsiativa has continued to publish similar materials
without interference from either the authorities or the Pravoslav diocese.

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA

Moldova is a multiethnic country, the home of more than one hundred
nationalities. According to the last census which took place in fall 2004,
ethnic minorities comprise about 22 percent of the total population of
3.5 million (excluding Transnistria). Some 25,000 are Jews. The main
Jewish organizations are the Moldovan Association of Jewish
Organizations and Communities, and the Union of Jewish Organizations
of Chisinau (SEVROK).

In recent vears the political position of the extreme right, including
antisemites, has weakened. Iurie Rosca’s Christian Democratic People’s
Party (PPCD), has traditionally been considered the main exponent of
ethno-nationalist ideas, such as unification with neighboring Romania
and abolishing the independence of multicultural Moldova. Publicatons
linked to the party favorably describe Marshal Ion Antonescu, wartime
dictator of Romania, who was responsible for the death of more than
400,000 Jews and other minorities on the territory of Romania and
Moldova (including Transinistria) during World War II. PPCD has

80



Country and Regional Abstracts

moderated its public image in recent years, presenting itself as a party of
European integration.

Racist and antisemitic views are sometimes expressed in centrist
political circles. One example is Nicolai Dabija, vice-chairman of the
Social Liberal Party and editor of one of the most xenophobic
newspapers in the country, Liferatura si Art, financed by the state budget
of Romania. The publication has promoted xenophobic, antisemitic and
revisionist views for several years. In April 2004 it published an editorial
in which Dabija described children of ethnically mixed couples as “at
best mediocre individuals and as a rule disabled, criminals and losers.”

Violent incidents motivated by antisemitism are quite rare in
Moldova. However, a few antisemitic manifestations were recorded in
2004. For example, from 14 to 30 March more than 70 gravestones at
the Tiraspol Jewish cemetery were damaged and desecrated with
swastikas and antdsemitic slogans, such as “Skins 88.” The offenders also
destroyed a monument to the victims of Stalin’s 1937 repressions at the
entrance to the cemetery. In September 2004 the extreme right
newspaper Nowii Pridnestrovskii Kurier denied that the incident had
occurred, claiming it was a story fabricated by a Jewish charity Dor 'dor
to raise funds. The perpetrators were not found.

Most antisemitism is expressed on the Internet, which is becoming
increasingly popular among Moldovan youth. Internet discussion
forums, such as moldova.net and yam.ro, have been used to spread ultra-
nationalist and revisionist ideas.

Revisionist historians who deny the Holocaust in Moldova and
Romania and praise Antonescu as a national hero are influental in the
country. Inspired by their Romanian colleagues, pro-Romanian
nationalists in Moldova have become involved in the campaign to
rehabilitate Marshall Antonescu and his policy on the Jewish question’.
The nationalist press (such as Tara [Fathetland]) lauded him and there
was even a proposal to erect a monument to the conducator (‘leader’, in
Romanian) in Chisinau.

The teaching of history in Moldova remains problematic. Pupils are
taught ‘the history of the Romanians’, that is, not of the country or the
multiethnic nation but of the dominant ethnic group, and excluding
minorities such as the Jews. History books include no information about
the Holocaust and the Jewish heritage in Moldova. Moreover, some of
the history handbooks present Antonescu in a positive, or at best,
neutral, light. Currently, the Moldovan government, with the assistance
of the Council of Europe, has initiated a project aimed at preparing an
integrated history of Moldova as a multi-ethnic state.
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TRANSCAUCASIA
Transcaucasia consists of three republics, Georgia, Armenia and
Azerbaijan. The region is troubled by border disputes.

Republic of Armenia

Some 900 Jews, out of a total population of about 3 million (some 95
percent of whom are Armenian Apostolic) live in Armenia where the
level of antisemitism remains low. The main accusation against the Jews
is that they allegedly took part in the Turkish massacre of Armenians in
1915, In late June 2004 Amayak Ovannisian, head of the Union of
Political Science of Armenia and member of the Armenian parliament,
asked the prosecutor’s office to investigate whether the remarks of
Tigran Karapetian, head of the TV ALM channel and chairman of the
National Party of the Republic of Armenia, might be classified as
defamation. Karapetian referred to Owvannisian during the program
‘Tsena voprosa” (The Price of a Question) as a pickpocket Jew and a
liar, and accused the Jews of organizing the mass murder of Armenians
by the Turks. No legal proceedings ensued.

Vandalism of Jewish property and sites was rare in 2004 compared to
other countries. On 17 September and 17 October the Holocaust
monument in Yerevan was desecrated. After the head of the Armenian
Jewish community, Rimma Varzhapetyan-Feller, met with the advisor to
Armenian President Garnik Isagulyan, on 26 October, the official
promised to take steps.

Republic of Azerbaijan

Some 15,000 Jews live in Azerbaijan, out of a total population of about 8
million (some 93 percent of whom are Muslims). Judaism is officially
protected as a ‘traditional’ religion. About 15 Jewish organizations
operate in Baku, the capital.

Although the country has no laws that specifically address
antisemitsm, the level continued to be low. Early in April 2004 the
Jewish community of Baku received a threatening letter in Russian, with
spelling mistakes, signed by the Muslim Brotherhood’ and stating that
on Passover they would avenge the death of Ahmad Yasin. The
authorities increased security of synagogues and sites of Jewish
organizations in the republic.

In December a translation into Azeri of Adolf Hider’s Mein Kampf
was distributed in Baku. The Jewish community asked the authorities to
stop sales of the book and to press charges against the publisher. Avaz
Zeynalii, editor of the newspaper Khwral, which published the book, was
arrested. Minister of the Interior Ramil Usubov informed the Jewish
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