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Overview of Antisemitic Manifestations Worldwide 2014

The year 2014 has been one of the worst years in the last decade, 2004-2014, in fact, it
was the second worst year after 2009.Troubling and even alarming reports kept coming in
from many countries, especially from Western Europe and North America, monitoring
hundreds and sometimes over a thousand antisemitic manifestations and incidents of
various types per country. The tendencies that characterized this difficult year, in which
violent, verbal and visual expressions of antisemitism abounded, continued in the
beginning of 2015, with increasing murderous and other attacks.

The overall feeling among many Jewish people is one of living in an intensifying anti-
Jewish environment that has become not only insulting and threatening, but outright
dangerous, and that they are facing an explosion of hatred towards them as individuals,
their communities, and Israel, as a Jewish state. Comparisons to the 1930s are rampant,
because Jews realized, especially in Europe that there are no more taboos and restrictions
when it comes to antisemitic manifestations, and certainly no proportion between the
unfolding events and the actual number of Jews in their respective communities and their
real impact on the societies they live in; or between the intensive debate on Israel's role in
the Middle East and the lack of such a debate when it comes to other Middle Eastern
conflicts. Jewish community leaders and heads of organizations feel that they are put to
test, because of the question hovering over the heads of the Jewish communities: What
future is there for communities and individuals, especially in Europe. The issue is not
only a matter of having more security means provided by the respective states, but rather
of the ability to lead full Jewish life in Europe, especially under heavy police and even
army protection, and the necessity to add self-defense to the communities' agenda.

Numbers of Antisemitic Incidents: It should be emphasized that the numbers
mentioned here are the result of the monitoring and analysis system developed by the
Kantor Center team that has been working together on these issues for more than twenty
years. Reports about thousands of incidents worldwide, suspected as antisemitic, reached
us during 2014, from a variety of sources: open sources, namely materials to be found on
the web and other media channels; police, enforcement and judicial agencies; embassies;
Jewish communities and their monitoring data; and a net of expert colleagues and
volunteers, most of whom have been cooperating with us for many a year. The thousands
of reported cases were carefully analyzed according to specific criteria, the essence of
which is whether the case or incident is indeed antisemitic, and whether they are counted
without either exaggerating or diminishing the severity of the situation. These specific
criteria and the pinpointing of violent incidents are the basic reason for the differences
between the numbers released by the various communities and institutes reports and
surveys and the numbers offered here.

During 2014 the Kantor Center registered 766 violent antisemitic acts perpetrated with or
without weapons and by arson, vandalism or direct threats against Jewish persons or
institutions such as synagogues, community centers, schools, cemeteries and monuments
as well as private property. These 766 cases mark a sharp increase of 38% compared to
2013, in which 554 violent incidents were registered. In this regard 2014 has been the
second worst year of the decade, coming next after 2009, with an increase of about 40%
higher than the average numbers registered between the years 2004-2014.

The categorization of violent activities reflect a most troubling situation: The number of
attacks on Jews and their property and institutions with weapons, that amounted to 68
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cases, has more than doubled in comparison to 2013, in addition to 101 cases of
weaponless violence. The number of arson cases has more than tripled in comparison to
the previous year, and there were 412 incidents of vandalism. More than 306 people were
targets of attacks, an increase of no less than 66% in comparison to 2013; the 114 attacks
of synagogues marked an increase of 70%; and as many as 57 community centers and
schools, 118 cemeteries and memorial sites as well as 171 private properties were
targeted.

The highest number of violent cases was registered in France, for a number of
consecutive years now: 164 compared to 141 in 2013 There was a sharp rise in violent
incidents in the UK (141 compared to 95), in Australia ( 30 compared to 11), Germany
(76 compared to 36, more than double), Austria (9 compared to 4), Italy (23 compared to
12, again more than double), Sweden (17 compared to 3!), Belgium (30 compared to 11)
and South Africa (14 compared to 1). The situation in Eastern Europe is different: In the
Ukraine (28 compared to 23), Hungary (15 compared to 14), and in Russia and Romania
numbers even slightly decreased.

Most communities, experts and agencies, try to monitor not only the violent cases (as the
Kantor Center does), but rather all manifestations of antisemitism in their various forms,
including the verbal and the visual, and the results are no less troubling: overall cases in
France rose from 423 to 851 (threats for instance, were doubled, 610 compared to 318);
in Australia 312 compared to 231; in Germany 1076 compared to 788; in Belgium there
was a rise of 60%; in Austria the numbers doubled, from 137 to 255. In the UK 1168
incidents — the highest annual total number ever- were registered across the country, more
than twice the number of 535 incidents in 2013, and this is just a list of major cases.

Having referred to the violent cases and to the number of overall cases of every type as
provided by the communities, it should still be emphasized that the visual expressions,
such as caricatures disseminated in the media and through the social nets, TV series and
comics, and the verbal expressions, such as insults, abusive language and behavior,
slogans and swastika, threats and harassments and the like, occur far more often than
could be quantified, and that most of them are not reported to any type of authorities.
Thus, manifestations of antisemitism are no longer random experiences, but seem to have
become almost daily phenomena, seen and felt on every sphere of life, from politics and
economy to popular culture and education.

A number of reasons and developments could account for this situation:

Operation Protective Edge in Gaza, in July and August 2014. Still, the first half of
2014 had already proved to be a very difficult period for Jews as individuals and as
members of communities, way before the summer months and the high increase of
incidents that occurred during the Operation. Therefore one should look deeper for
reasons, some of which are connected to the Operation, especially the Demonstrations:
Hundreds of demonstrations, organized primarily by extreme leftists and anti-Israeli
radical Muslims, took place mainly in Western and central Europe — in Germany, most
notably, and to a lesser extent in North and Latin America. Some of them turned violent;
in most of them banners and posters carried abusive slogans, comparing Israel and its
Jewish supporters to Nazis and blaming them and Israeli soldiers for every evil on earth.
It is the present crisis of values, that characterizes contemporary western societies,
coupled with profound ignorance that drives confused youngsters to look for easy to
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catch black and white symbols. Struggling against a symbol of evil is a noble deed any
liberal minded person should wish to be engaged in, however it is questionable whether
many of those who joined the anti-Israeli rallies actually know where Gaza is placed on
the map, or what the history and the present of the Middle East are, who the Nazis were,
or what happened during the Holocaust.

The Return of Classic Antisemitism. A host of ugly caricatures, published in the
various media channels, complemented the demonstrations, serving as a vehicle for
visualizing the symbols of good and evil, culprits and victims, often showing Jews and
Israelis in the same known Der Stiirmer fashion: cruel, blood thirsty, killing children with
a sneering smile under a crooked nose. The caricatures reflect one more development: the
return of classic antisemitism, that has not been noticed for years, and now gains
increasing ground, if not instead of anti-Zionism and anti-Israelism then at least alongside
them.

The visual imagery is often imbued with blood that serves as a major theme, and the
image of the Jew that sheds it is frightening, and sort of eternal, because it did not change
since at least medieval times. Officially demonstrations were against Israel and against
the operation in Gaza, but marchers chanted "Jews to the Gas" and "death to the Jews".
Synagogues were targeted, not Israeli embassies; and the question is whether the return of
classic antisemitism that brings forth religious elements, is a result of the increasing
religious nature of the Muslim struggle, a struggle for identity and for Islamic world
dominance.

Biased western and Muslim media enhanced stereotypes of classic old antisemitism,
when it transmitted a certain Jewish-Israeli image. There was no way the western media
consumer could avoid horror photos from the Gaza conflict, while he was getting no
background information, or a word about how citizens, including children, were used to
shield Hamas members, or any mentioning of the on-going aggression against Israeli
citizens. Thus the media, bringing almost exclusively horror photos, first and foremost of
wounded and dead Palestinian children, re-animated traditional child murderer
stereotypes.

Cruelty on the Rise. The ISIS (the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria) phenomenon, and the
bloody character of events unfolding in the Middle East and North Africa since the so-
called "Arab Spring", have raised the level of cruelty to hitherto unknown new heights.
Having their dark charm, cruelty and violence attract, especially the younger audiences,
and are being constantly instilled into western culture.

The Gap Between Responses of European Leaders and Officials, and the Public at
Large. When Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu called upon the Jews to leave
Europe because "Israel is your home" and Europe proves dangerous, European leaders
and heads of states, reacted, making ardent promises for more security and more means
for safekeeping Jewish life in Europe, and expressing solidarity, describing the Jewish
communities as part and parcel of Europe. There are more efforts than in previous years,
of organizations and governmental agencies, or at least suggestions, to legislate against
antisemitism and Holocaust Denial, and at least to implement existing laws, to discuss
definitions of antisemitism and racism, to commemorate the Holocaust and to offer
recommendations to the administrations. Also, self-resignations and firing of officials and
position holders who expressed gross antisemitism in public still holds. And there was an
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impressive number of "Silver Lining" parades, to express solidarity with the Jewish
citizens, most notably in the Scandinavian countries, and of Kippah walks.

The problem we would like to pin point is that these efforts, as genuine as they may be,
and financed by governmental budgets in most western countries, have no meeting point
with the street, or rather with the forces working against them: the far right, the extreme
left, radical Islamists and politically non-identified publics. Indeed, the ADL global
attitude survey, published in May 2014, perhaps the largest ever conducted included
53,000 participants in 102 countries and territories. The analysis showed that a quarter of
those telephonically interviewed (representing approximately 1.1 billion adults
worldwide), harbor deep seated antisemitic stereotypes.

We, the Kantor Center team, cannot close this report without strongly protesting against
recent incidents in Israel. Vandalism against holy places of non-Jews, whether Christian
or Muslim or any other denomination, causing damage to their property in whatever
form, smearing Swastikas and abusive language over their walls, is tantamount to what
we see abroad against Jews and their holy places, and requires the same strict legislation
and punishment that is demanded against perpetrators of antisemitic incidents.



Antisemitic Manifestations Worldwide 2014 — Tendencies and Incidents

The year 2014 has been one of the worst years in the last decade, 2004-2014, in fact, it
was the second worst year after 2009.Troubling and even alarming reports kept coming in
from many countries, especially from Western Europe and North America, monitoring
hundreds and sometimes over a thousand antisemitic manifestations and incidents of
various types, per country. The tendencies that characterized this difficult year, in which
violent, verbal and visual expressions of antisemitism abounded, continued into the
beginning of 2015, with increasing murderous and other attacks.

The overall feeling among vast parts of the Jewish population is one of living in an
intensifying anti-Jewish environment that has become not only insulting and threatening,
but outright dangerous. Comparisons to the 1930s are rampant, because of the prevailing
feeling among Jews, especially in Europe is that there are no more taboos and restrictions
when it comes to antisemitic manifestations directed against Jews, and certainly no
proportion between the unfolding events and the actual number of Jews in their
respective communities and their real impact on the societies they live in; or between the
intensive debate on Israel's role in the Middle East and the lack of such a debate when it
comes to other Middle Eastern conflicts. Therefore Jews feel that they are facing an
explosion of hatred towards them as individuals, their communities, and Israel, as a
Jewish state. Jewish community leaders and heads of organizations feel that they are put
to test, because of the question hovering over the heads of the Jewish communities: What
future is there for communities and individuals, especially in Europe. Taking into
consideration the increase in numbers and the intensification of the severe nature of
antisemitic events, doubts have intensified. The issue is not only a matter of having more
security means provided by the respective states, but rather of the ability to lead full
Jewish life in Europe, especially under heavy police and even army protection, and the
necessity to add self-defense to the communities' agenda.

Let us therefore first take a look at the numbers of violent incidents, then at some
developments that occurred along 2014 and enhanced anxiety among Jews, and try to pin-
point the reasons behind the current situation.

Numbers of Antisemitic incidents: It should be emphasized that the numbers mentioned
here are the result of the monitoring and analysis system developed by the Kantor Center
team that has been working together on these issues for more than twenty years. Reports
about thousands of incidents worldwide, suspected as antisemitic, reached us during
2014, from a variety of sources: open sources, namely materials to be found on the web
and other media channels; police, enforcement and judicial agencies; embassies; Jewish
communities and their monitoring data; and a net of expert colleagues and volunteers,
most of whom have been cooperating with us for many a year. The thousands of reported
cases were carefully analyzed according to specific criteria, the essence of which is
whether the case or incident is indeed antisemitic, and whether they are counted without
either exaggerating or diminishing the severity of the situation. These specific criteria are
the basic reason for the differences between the numbers released in the various countries
and institutes reports and surveys (hereafter, following the General Analysis) and the
numbers offered here.

A particular question, tragic in nature, arose in the wake of the murderous attacks that
took place in recent years in Toulouse, in Brussels, Paris and Copenhagen: does one
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count each attack as one event, no matter how many were killed during a specific
incident, or is the murder of each person considered as an event in itself? Opinions differ,
and our decision has been to consider each of the cases as one event, because they were
perpetrated by the same murderous hand at the same time and place.

During 2014 the Kantor Center registered 766 violent antisemitic acts perpetrated with or
without weapons and by arson, vandalism or direct threats against Jewish persons or
institutions such as synagogues, community centers, schools, cemeteries and monuments
as well as private property. These 766 cases mark a sharp increase of 38% compared to
2013, in which 554 violent incidents were registered. In this regard 2014 has been the
second worst year of the decade, coming next after 2009, with an increase of about 40%
higher than the average numbers registered between the years 2004-2014.

The categorization of violent activities reflect a most troubling situation: The number of
attacks on Jews and their property and institutions with weapons, that amounted to 68
cases, has more than doubled in comparison to 2013, in addition to 101 cases of
weaponless violence. The number of arson cases has more than tripled in comparison to
the previous year, and there were 412 incidents of vandalism. More than 306 people were
targets of attacks, an increase of no less than 66% in comparison to 2013; the 114 attacks
of synagogues marked an increase of 70%; and as many as 57 community centers and
schools, 118 cemeteries and memorial sites as well as 171 private properties were
targeted.

The highest number of violent cases was registered in France, for a number of
consecutive years now: 164 compared to 141 in 2013. There was a sharp rise in violent
incidents in the UK (141 compared to 95), in Australia (30 compared to 11), Germany
(76 compared to 36, more than double), Austria (9 compared to 4), Italy (23 compared to
12, again more than double), Sweden (17 compared to 3!), Belgium (30 compared to 11)
and South Africa (14 compared to 1). Eastern Europe fares much better: In the Ukraine
(28 compared to 23), Hungary (15 compared to 14), and in Russia and Romania numbers
even slightly decreased.

Most communities, experts and agencies, try to monitor not only the violent cases (as the
Kantor Center does), but rather all manifestations of antisemitism in their various forms,
including the verbal and the visual, and the results are no less troubling: overall cases in
France rose from 423 to 851 (threats for instance, were doubled, 610 compared to 318);
in Australia 312 compared to 231; in Germany 1076 compared to 788; in Belgium there
was a rise of 60%; in Austria the numbers doubled, from 137 to 255. In the UK 1168
incidents — the highest annual total number ever- were registered across the country,
more than twice the number of 535 incidents in 2013, — and the list could be continued
along the same line.

Having referred to the violent cases and to the overall cases of every type, it should still
be emphasized that the visual expressions, such as caricatures disseminated in the media
and through the social nets, TV series and comics, and the verbal expressions, such as
insults, abusive language and behavior, slogans and swastika, threats and harassments and
the like, occur far more often than could be quantified. Moreover, the extensive FRA
(Fundamental Rights Agency) survey, the results of which were released in November
2013, clearly showed that 76% of the Jews who experienced antisemitic attacks of any
kind, did not report or file a complaint — especially regarding the non-violent cases — to
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any local authorities. In other words, it became increasingly obvious through 2014,
especially according to the country reports, that most of the antisemitic non-violent
manifestations had not been registered, despite the fact that they are having a large impact
on the increasingly anti-Jewish atmosphere, infiltration from the extreme left and right,
and the radical Islamic fringes, into the center stage and the mainstream. Thus,
manifestations of antisemitism are no longer incidental, but seem to have become an
almost daily phenomenon, that is seen and felt on every sphere of life, from politics and
economy to popular culture and education.

Two more points regarding numbers: they should be taken in proportion to the number of
cases perpetrated against other minorities. In Russia, for instance, or in Slovakia,
proportionally, many more racial and xenophobic attacks were registered than the ones
against Jews. Also, one could assume that antisemitic activities are in numeric proportion
to the number of Jews living in a given community, but this is not the case. In France for
instance, the Jewish population constitutes just 1% of the population, whereas 51% of the
racist violence targeted them in 2014. Possibly this can be explained by the fact that
communities such as the ultra-orthodox one in Belgium, are more visible, and perhaps
Jews are more at the center of public attention..

Reasons and Developments

The first obvious reason and easy explanation for the soared number of worldwide
antisemitic manifestations, and anti-Israeli activities and expressions containing
antisemitic motifs, is Operation Protective Edge in Gaza, in July and August 2014. Yet
an analysis of the events during, and for a while in the wake of, the operation, shows a
much more complex scenario, and points at deeper reasons.

The first half of 2014 had already proved to be a difficult period for Jews as individuals
and as members of communities, way before the summer months and the high increase of
incidents that occurred during the Operation. Also, a comparison between antisemitic
cases and atmosphere following the two operations, Cast Lead at the beginning of 2009
and Protective Edge, shows that the later lasted for 50 days, while Cast Lead lasted for
three weeks and less Palestinians were killed. Yet the number of violent antisemitic
incidents during 2009, Cast lead included, was 1120, while during 2014, Protective Edge
included, it was 766. In other words, had the 2014 operation been the primary reason, the
number of antisemitic violent incidents should have been twice as high, so one should
look elsewhere for the reasons that motivated the flood of antisemitic incidents of all

types.

Behind the Demonstrations: A phenomenon that accompanied 2014 in general, and the
summer months in particular, was the hundreds of demonstrations, mainly in Western
and central Europe — in Germany, most notably, and to a lesser extent in North and Latin
America. Some of them turned violent; in most of them banners and posters carried
abusive slogans, comparing Israel and its Jewish supporters to Nazis and blaming them
and Israeli soldiers for every evil on earth. It seems that the organizers of these
demonstrations aimed at using them as a political tool, and a close look at the participants
showed a heavy Muslim presence, and a high presence of European local youngsters, not
only from the extreme right or the extreme left, but from the public at large. The social
nets brought them out to the streets, ever faster with everyone having a cell phone. The
street has become a center of activity, and people came not because they have gathered
first-hand information, analyzed the developments in the Middle East, and thereby
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decided that the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is the main source of trouble in the world.
Moreover, the vast majority of demonstrators who keep comparing Israel and Jews to
Nazis have no clear idea who exactly the Nazis were or what actually happened during
World War II.

It is the present crisis of values, that characterizes contemporary western societies,
coupled with profound ignorance that drives confused youngsters to look for easy to
catch black and white symbols. Struggling against a symbol of evil is a noble deed any
liberal minded person should wish to be engaged in, however it is questionable whether
many of those who joined the anti-Israeli rallies actually know where Gaza is placed on
the map, or what the history of the Middle East is, or what happened during the
Holocaust. The unfolding tragedy in Syria, for instance, that took so far the lives of more
than 200,000 people and turned millions into refugees, or the daily many casualties in
Irag with dozens exploding with each booby trap do not serve as a symbol and therefore
are not in the center of attention and did not bring demonstrators into the streets.

Much as in 2009, the demonstrations started immediately after the operation started, the
organizers not even waiting to see any results they could refer to, and the banners and
slogans that were identical in many of the demonstrations, seem to have been prepared
beforehand, waiting for the right moment to be picked up. Perhaps as the operation weeks
passed, the slogans turned a bit milder than when the demonstrations started, because
authorities took steps to ban and mitigate extremist protesters, and they feared to be
prosecuted.

The Return of Classic Antisemitism. A host of ugly caricatures, published in the
various media channels (please see the Kantor Center database and website),
complemented the demonstrations, serving as a vehicle for visualizing the symbols of
good and evil, culprits and victims, often showing Jews and Israelis in the same known
Der Stiirmer fashion: cruel, blood thirsty, killing children with a sneering smile under a
crooked nose. Much as the demonstrations, the caricatures were a political tool, aiming
at the de-legitimization of Israel as a Jewish state, and its supporters. Yet the caricatures
reflect one more development, that had been already noticed in recent years, and came
more forcefully to the fore in 2014: the return of classic antisemitism, that has not been
noticed for years, and now gains increasing ground , if not instead of anti-Zionism and
anti-Israelism then at least alongside them. The caricatures not only reflect, but in their
turn enhance classic antisemitism, as they keep depicting the ugliest possible image of
Jews and Israelis alike, no distinction made anymore.

The long known arsenal of accusations, that begins with Christ killers, continues with
child murderers, and reaches a peak with conspiracy theories in the letter and spirit of the
Protocols of the Elders of Zion, has been put to use again, even in secular places such as
university campuses. The visual imagery is often imbued with blood that serves as a
major theme, and the image of the Jew that sheds it is frightening, and sort of eternal,
because it did not change since at least medieval times. Officially demonstrations were
against Israel and against the operation in Gaza, but marchers chanted "Jews to the Gas"
and "death to the Jews". In other words, the context of radical anti-Israel protests has
often prepared the grounds for anti-Jewish hatred dressed up as "legitimate criticism" of
Israel. It is not about Israeli policies when slogans related to the Holocaust are directed
against Jews and inscribed on Jewish sites, so it seems that more often than not, it is
rather a pretext than the reason for expressing that hatred. Synagogues were targeted, not
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Israeli embassies; and the question is whether the return of classic antisemitism that
brings forth religious elements, is a result of the increasing religious nature of the Muslim
struggle, a struggle for identity and for Islamic world dominance.

Biased western and Muslim media enhanced stereotypes of classic old antisemitism,
when it transmitted a certain Jewish-Israeli image. There was no way the western media
consumer could avoid horror photos from the Gaza conflict, while he was getting no
background information, or a word about how citizens, including children, were used to
shield Hamas members, or any mentioning of the on-going aggression against Israeli
citizens. Thus the media, bringing almost exclusively horror photos, first and foremost of
wounded and dead Palestinian children, re-animated traditional child murderer
stereotypes.

Cruelty on the Rise. The ISIS (the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria) phenomenon, and the
bloody character of events unfolding in the Middle East and North Africa since the so-
called "Arab Spring"”, have raised the level of cruelty to hitherto unknown new heights.
Having their dark charm, cruelty and violence attract, especially the younger audiences,
and are being constantly instilled into western culture. Thousands of youngsters,
including girls 15 years old, leave their homes in the western world and flock to Syria and
Irag to join ISIS and be trained there. Hundreds go back to their original countries,
waiting for an order to perpetrate a murderous act, or look for an opportunity on their
own initiative. This tendency goes hand in hand with the recent "Lone Wolf"
phenomenon - perpetrators who act independently, inspired by extremist preachers and
apocalyptic ideologies, and wish to be part of them and of their realization. And thus they
may perpetrate an attack on Jews and others, who are either non-believers or hold more
moderate Muslim beliefs, and the attack is performed spontaneously and not only upon
preplanned orders and schemes. It is no wonder then that the perpetrators of the murders
in 2014-2015 were connected to Muslim extremist organizations, ISIS included, or at
least inspired by them.

One should add that the Muslim population in Europe and North America keeps growing
steadily, second and third generations already born, and in some cases it seems that the
better the younger generations are integrated into society, the higher the risk of
radicalization, rather than the other way round. The more their numbers grow, and the
deeper the adoption of western technology, the more the radicals among them are able to
improve preparations for demonstrations and use of the media.

The Gap Between Responses of European Leaders and Officials, and the Public at
Large. When lIsraeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu called upon the Jews to leave
Europe because "Israel is your home" and Europe proves dangerous, European leaders
and heads of states, reacted, making ardent promises for more security and more means
for safekeeping Jewish life in Europe, and expressing solidarity, describing the Jewish
communities as part and parcel of Europe. Most notable was the joint declaration, made
on July 22, 2014 by the German, French and lItalian ministers of foreign affairs,
condemning the attacks on Jews, and the antisemitism in whatever form and the nature of
the demonstrations. "Nothing", they said, "including the dramatic military confrontation
in Gaza, justifies such action here in Europe"”. So were the words of Manuel Valls, Prime
minister of France, who decided to ban demonstrations and a decision taken by the Berlin
authorities to ban protesters from chanting "Jews to the Gas" (in Berlin, of all places!)
Speaking forcefully on a number of occasions, Valls, was at his best on January 13, after
the Charlie Hebdo and the HyperCasher murders: "when the Jews of France are attacked,
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France is attacked", he said, "the conscience of humanity is attacked." He clearly
admitted that a new form of antisemitism is plaguing France, coming "from immigrants
from the Middle East and North Africa, who have turned anger about Gaza into
something very dangerous [...] Israel and Palestine are but a pretext".

There are more efforts than in previous years, of organizations and governmental
agencies, or at least suggestions, to legislate against antisemitism and Holocaust Denial,
and at least to implement existing laws, to discuss definitions of antisemitism and racism,
to commemorate the Holocaust and to offer recommendations to the administrations.
Hearings in the US Congress' sub committees took place; a new committee to investigate
the situation was appointed in Germany; and first ever sessions on antisemitism were
initiated in the EU and the UN. Members of the European council wish to return to the
Common Framework Decision, taken in 2008, the essence of which is obliging the
member states to better monitor and report antisemitism, and to have more effective
legislation, against xenophobia and racism in every respect. A further tendency is to unite
under one umbrella the many organizations and bodies dealing with antisemitism and
racism, a move that would certainly improve the struggle against them. Also, self-
resignations and firing of officials and position holders who expressed gross antisemitism
in public still holds.

There was an impressive number of "Silver Lining" parades, to express solidarity with the
Jewish citizens, most notably in the Scandinavian countries, and of Kippah walks, such as
in Malmo, where the Jewish community shrank dramatically, and circles of people
holding hands around synagogues in Oslo and Brussels.

The problem we would like to pinpoint is that these efforts, as genuine as they may be,
and financed by governmental budgets in most western countries, have no meeting point
with the street, or rather with the forces working against them: the far right, the extreme
left, radical Islamists and politically non-identified publics. It is as if there are two
parallel lines, each going its own direction: the governmental efforts to tackle
antisemitism and contain it, knowing full well that riots or violence against Jews may be a
first step towards losing control over the public order (as it has already happened in Paris
and in Stockholm); and the groups that use antisemitism as a political tool, as a means to
foster a certain identity, or vent out grievances and aggression.

One should add the impact of the Vox Populi, the voice of the popular opinion, that is not
necessarily organized according to political divisions, and is often expressed in the sphere
of popular culture, which attract thousands, such as the French comedian Dieudonne
M'bala M'bala, the Russian band "the Gaza Girls", who call openly to kill all the Jews, or
soccer fields to schoolyards. There is widespread latent antisemitism which has the
potential to create an anti-Jewish atmosphere that may turn easily violent. Following the
murder in the Brussels Jewish Museum in May, Belgian and other officials protested,
expressed sympathy and promised more security to Jewish institutions, but a short time
later a Jewish school bus was stoned in Antwerpen, and following the Charlie Hebdo and
HyperCasher murders, questions were posted on the social nets, as to why should the
state invest so much in the security of Jews, while forgetting the needs of others.

Is it possible then that the many events that took place worldwide on the International

Holocaust Memorial Day, January 27, 2015, in the UN, in Auschwitz, in Prague,
organized by governments, with the presence of heads of states and chairpersons of
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parliaments, are a reaction to the rising antisemitism in 2014 and the beginning of 2015, a
sort of compensation for the current troubles, and not just commemorations of the past?

One of the most notable efforts to at least properly monitor antisemitism is a long line of
surveys and reports, financed and prepared by communities, NGO's, government agencies
and Jewish organizations. Our team has counted close to twenty, carried out during 2014
(please see our database for details). The ADL global attitude survey, published in May
2014, is the largest among them, and perhaps even the largest ever conducted; it included
53,000 participants in 102 countries and territories. The participants were faced with 11
questions, all concerning attitudes towards Jews, and those affirming six of them were
labeled holding antisemitic opinions. The ADL's analysis showed that a quarter of those
telephonically interviewed (representing approximately 1.1 billion adults worldwide),
harbor deep seated antisemitic stereotypes: an amazing rate of 70% of those considered
antisemitic admitted they have never even met a Jew, and 35% have never heard of the
Holocaust. There is a significant discrepancy between the overall findings of the Jewish
communities and of police and governmental agencies, and the outcome of this survey.
The most antisemitic regions according to the ADL are the Middle East and North Africa
(what about their anti-Zionist obsession?), Eastern Europe comes next (but numbers of
violence cases there are lower than in Western Europe?), and Sweden comes last on the
list (despite the diminishing of its Jewish population?), yet one should bear in mind that
this is an attitude survey, not a monitoring of overall manifestations, and as such it
reinforces the conclusion that old classic antisemitism, that knows no specific boundaries,
IS in center stage.

Let us conclude with two remarks: the first concerns the claim made by a number of
Jewish leaders and activists during 2014, that they, and the Jewish communities
worldwide, are witnessing a return of the 1930s, thereby saying that recent years are the
worst since the Nazi regime assumed power. And as we all know, the 1930's were
followed, God forbid, by the 1940's, in which the Holocaust occurred. This claim
certainly reflects the genuine feeling with which we opened, that old antisemitism and its
modern form of anti-Israel obsession have established themselves comfortably in the
midst of western societies and that a latent antisemitic atmosphere has paved the way to
violence - atmosphere and violence are feeding on each other.

Still, and with all due respect, the 2010s are not the 1930s: first, because then
antisemitism was state orchestrated, substantial means were allocated and wide scope
plans prepared to have it spread from Germany to other counties, as a preparation for the
world war. Today we see antisemitism planned and spread, with financial means and
devoted activists acting from below, but, as we have shown here, governments invest
time and means to tackle it and suppress it. Second, because we - the generations living
today know what happened some 70 and 80 years ago, and this awareness makes a major
difference: once a public retains the memory of a historical event, it is bound to watch for
new ominous developments and signs, to try and unite efforts and ranks, and to forcefully
sound the alarm. And third, of course, the state of Israel offers, if not full security then at
least a warm welcome and full Jewish life to all Jews.

The second concerns anti non-Jews vandalism here in Israel: We, the Kantor Center team,
cannot close this report without strongly protesting against recent incidents in Israel.
vandalism against holy places of non-Jews, whether Christian or Muslim or any other
denomination, causing damage to their property in whatever form, smearing Swastikas
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and abusive language over their walls, is tantamount to what we see abroad against Jews
and their holy places, and requires the same strict legislation and punishment that is
demanded against perpetrators of antisemitic incidents.
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Post-Soviet Region in 2014 / Irena Cantorovich

As in previous years, the region continues to be characterized by "classic" antisemitism:
antisemitic propaganda together with desecration of Jewish facilities and a relatively
small amount of physical violence against Jews. Unlike Western Europe, in the post-
Soviet region the Israeli-Arab conflict has not triggered an increase in antisemitic
incidents. An ongoing event which had some impact on antisemitism in part of this
region, was the crisis between Russia and Ukraine, which led to a military conflict in
eastern Ukraine.. All sides participating in the conflict made extensive use of the Jewish
issue: each side accused (and in 2015 continues to accuse) the other of antisemitism and
deliberately harming the Jews. The use of antisemitism triggered a phenomenon of
"provocative antisemitism™ — antisemitic incidents aiming to discredit the other side.
Russia

The only attack on a Jewish person in Russia took place on the night of 2 December
2014, when three assailants severely beat Shlomo Romanovskii, a Belarusian citizen
studying at the Torat Haim Yeshiva near Moscow, while on his way to the Yeshiva.
According to Romanovskii, the attackers beat him in the face with their fists while
speaking among themselves not in Russian. According to Borukh Gorin, spokesperson of
the Federation of Jewish Communities in Russia (FEOR), this was apparently the first
antisemitic incident in Russia perpetrated by foreigners. However, a report published by
an expert group of the Jewish community in Russia, under the guidance of the Euro-
Asian Jewish Congress in February 2015, claimed that this incident was a robbery.
Unfortunately, we will not know the real motive behind the attack unless the perpetrators
are caught. In addition to this violent incident, there were cases of desecration of Jewish
facilities such as community centers, synagogues and Holocaust memorials around the
country.

The growing control on the media in Russia did not prevent it from becoming a platform
for antisemitic propaganda. In 2014, the channels of the state broadcasting company
VGTRK, the NTV channel and state channels in English such as RT, became the main
disseminators of antisemitic and anti-lIsraeli rhetoric. A very popular subject was the
alleged Jewish nationality of those who oppose the current regime. The printed media
discussed at length the loyalty of the Jews to Russia, their alleged main role in the events
in Ukraine, their wealth, etc. The popular newspaper Komsomolskaia Pravda continued
to lead this trend, which began in 2013, in addition to providing a permanent stage to the
journalist Israel Shamir, who is known for his antisemitic and anti-Israeli views.

Most of the antisemitic propaganda in Russia during 2014 revolved around the conflict
between Russia and Ukraine, after the pro-Russian president of Ukraine Victor
Yanukovich was overthrown in February 2014. Before he was deposed, the Russian
media stressed the alleged Jewish nationality of the leaders of the protest, and after a new
president was elected, they stressed his alleged Jewish nationality, while calling upon
world Jewry to save the Jews in Ukraine from the Ukrainian fascists. The biggest
scapegoat of Russia became the Jewish governor of the Dnepropetrovsk District in
Ukraine, Igor Kolomoyskii, who said in the past that Putin was a schizophrenic. The
Russian media discussed Kolomoyskii's Jewish nationality and his activity in the local
Jewish community at length. World Jewry was called upon to condemn Kolomoyskii for
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his anti-Russian views, lest he be seen as additional proof of the disloyalty of the Jews to
Russia "which was the only one that saved them from the Nazis".

The use of the Holocaust became a very common motif in the anti-Ukrainian propaganda
in Russia. It is claimed that the new regime in Ukraine is based on the legacy of those
who collaborated with the Nazis during World War Il, and that the Jewish supporters of
this new regime have apparently forgotten what the nationalist Ukrainians did to their
ancestors during the Holocaust. However, at the same time, Russia maintains its refusal to
recognize the unigness of the Holocaust and declare an official Holocaust Memorial Day.
Moreover, state television provided a platform to people who blame the Jews for the
Holocaust. For example, on 23 February, during a program on TV channel "Russiia 24",
which belongs to the above mentioned state broadcasting company VGTRK, Alexander
Prokhanov, a well-known publicist with pro-Palestinian and antisemitic views, verbally
attacked the European and Russian Jewish organizations for their support of the anti-
Russian riots in Ukraine. Prokhanov wondered, among other things, why the Jews do not
realize that by doing so they are "bringing a second Holocaust” upon themselves. The
hostess Evelina Zakamskaia then added that "they had brought on themselves the first
Holocaust as well".

There was no significant change in the struggle against antisemitism in Russia. The law
enforcement agencies continued to concentrate on "minor” antisemitic manifestations
such as talkbacks on the Internet or uploading antisemitic material on social networks
(usually punished with fines, community services or suspended sentences), while more
severe antisemitic incidents received almost no attention.

Ukraine

In 2014, Ukraine experienced a severe upheaval (that has not yet ended) which is very
significant for its political future. The wave of protests, which began in November 2013
due to the president's refusal to sign a cooperation agreement with the EU, caused the
removal of the pro-Russian president and his supporters. This resulted in a conflict with
Russia, the annexation of the Crimean peninsula to Russia and violent clashes in the
eastern parts of Ukraine where most of the Russian-speaking citizens live.

Several leaders of the Ukrainian nationalist organizations, and the Right Sector' in
particular, denied the accusations against them and condemned the phenomenon of
antisemitism. In addition, we must note in this context that the extreme right wing does
not enjoy a lot of support by Ukrainians. For example, in the presidential elections (25
May 2014) the Jewish candidate Vadim Rabinovich received more votes than the two
right-wing candidates combined: Dmitrii Yarosh (Right Sector) and Oleg Tiagnybok
(Svoboda). During the elections to parliament in October, the Right Sector and Svoboda
did not even pass the required electoral threshold. At the same time, a dozen extreme
right activists were able to enter the parliament as singles.

Unlike previous election campaigns, antisemitism almost did not exist during the
campaigns in 2014. However, the alleged Jewish nationality of key figures such as the
elected President Petro Poroshenko and Prime Minister Arsenii Yatseniuk, was discussed

! Right Sector - a political party and paramilitary collective of several organizations. Many of its
members are known for their extreme-right and antisemitic views. First emerged in November 2013 at
the EuroMaidan protests in Kiev.
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at length. The appointment of the Jew Vladimir Groisman as speaker of parliament in
December even resulted in mass protests against the "regime of Yids and Khazars".

Despite the antisemitic and neo-Nazi image of the new regime in Ukraine (fostered
mainly by Russia and pro-Russians in Ukraine), there was no significant increase in the
scope of antisemitic incidents during 2014 in Ukraine. As in previous years, the main
targets of antisemitic incidents were Jewish institutions and Holocaust memorials. In
some cases, the same facility was desecrated several times, such as Jewish facilities in
Nikolaev and the Babi Yar Holocaust memorial near Kiev.

A new phenomenon in Ukraine is what researchers of antisemitism in this region call
"provocative antisemitism™: antisemitic incidents in which the motive behind them can be
either pure antisemitism or an attempt to prove that the other side in the Russian-
Ukrainian conflict is antisemitic or at least is not able to protect the Jews. "Provocative
antisemitism” was most probably behind attacks against Jews in Kiev in January,
February and March; distribution of leaflets, allegedly by pro-Russian separatists calling
Donetsk Jews to register in April; desecration of Jewish institutions in Odessa in May;
etc.

Other Countries

A few antisemitic incidents took place in other post-Soviet countries. In Belarus, on 22
April, during his annual speech to the Belarusian people, President Alexander
Lukashenko said that Belarus must use the opportunity when Russians and Ukrainians are
very interested in the country's resorts, in order to enrich the state treasury, which is
possible because "we have more than enough Jewish blood within us". There were also
several cases of desecration of Holocaust memorials (Orsha), synagogue and Jewish
center (twice in Gomel), Jewish signs (during Minorities Festival in Grodno).

In late January 2014, Vyacheslav Balakchi, a former worker at the Customs Services in
Moldova, posted on his Facebook page a call to "bring Hitler back to Moldova at least for
one month". Several organizations, such as the Association of Former Ghetto and
Concentration Camps Inmates and the Association of Veterans of the Afghanistan War,
condemned this post and demanded that Balakchi be put on trial. On 20 March, the
ancient Jewish cemetery in Lipkani was set on fire. In July, it was announced that Paul
Goma, a French philosopher of Romanian-Moldavian origin, who received Moldavian
citizenship in 2013 and is known as a Holocaust denier, was nominated as a candidate for
the National Prize of the Republic of Moldova by the Moldova Academy of Sciences.

In Latvia, on 11 October, despite numerous protests by Jewish organizations, a musical
about Herbert Cukurs? was performed in Liepaja, attended by about 100 people. Outside
the hall, there was a demonstration, which included throwing dolls with red stains on the
pavement so that people would have to step on them if they wanted to pass by. The idea
of this act was to demonstrate Cukurs' favorite habit of throwing Jewish babies in the air
and shooting them. Juris Jupe, the actor who played the part of Cukurs in the musical,
said in an interview that there is no proof that Cukurs had actually done such things. The
musical's producer, Juris Millers, said that Cukurs is a historical figure and wondered
why a musical about the Argentinean dictator Peron was permissible, but a musical about

2 Cukurs Herbert (1900-1965) - A Latvian pilot and a national hero before World War 11. During the
Holocaust he collaborated with the Nazis and became known as the "executioner of the Riga ghetto".
He was killed by the Israeli Mossad in 1965 and buried in Montevideo.
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Cukurs should be forbidden. According to him, the reason is the "Jewish issue™ which is
"very controversial since there is information according to which Cukurs saved four
Jews". Millers also said that his job is to present facts and not be a judge.

Operation Protective Edge
Operation Protective Edge in the summer of 2014 did not trigger any major violent
antisemitic incidents in the area.

The coverage in the Russian media was one-sided, i.e. pro-Palestinian. For example, on
20 July Pravda newspaper published an article titled “Israel Began an Ethnic Cleansing
on the Outskirts of Gaza" (no author) about Operation Protective Edge. The article
described at length the large number of Palestinian dead and injured civilians, in
comparison to the relatively small number of Israeli casualties - soldiers. On 20 July, the
youth movement of the Communist Party published on its website an announcement
condemning Operation Protective Edge. According to the announcement, “the large
number of victims among the most vulnerable populations, including elderly, women and
children, is due to the fact that the Israeli Air Force chooses as its targets only peaceful
facilities”. In addition, "the International Union of Communist Youth Organizations,
together with the progressive and anti-imperialist youth of the world, will continue to
fight for the liberation of Palestine from Israeli occupation, which is supported by global
financial capital”. On 23 July (English version published on 25 July), the Muftis' Council
of Russia published on its website a condemnation of the "atrocities perpetrated by Israel
in Gaza". The condemnation also blamed Israel of killing "year after year" women, old
people and children who "want to visit al-Agsa or other mosques and holy sites".
According to the Council, Western media is helping to conceal Israel's crimes in its
attempt at "blowing off steam from its deflationary economy". On 25 July, during a round
table in Makhachkala (capital of the Republic of Dagestan) about the situation in Gaza,
sponsored by the Mufti of Republic of Dagestan, Akhmadkhazhi Abdulayev, the
participants condemned Israel's activity against Hamas during Operation Protective Edge
and called to organize pickets and raise money for the people in Gaza. Abakar Abakarov,
a local activist, condemned the international media for silencing the "horrors in Gaza"
while blaming Russia for crimes in Ukraine. Timur Kushaev, a human rights activist from
the Kabardino-Balkar Republic, said that Israel was established as a result of the biggest
forgery in the history of humanity — the Holocaust.

On 1 August, the State TV channel "Russia 24" broadcast an interview with Rajab
Safarov, head of the Center for Contemporary Iranian Studies in Russia, about the
Operation. He accused Israel and the Jews of committing war crimes and mass murder. In
addition, he said that they are also responsible for the Malaysian plane crash in Ukraine
(17 July 2014) in an attempt to damage the political interests of Russia in the world. On 6
August, a demonstration of about 200 people (including children) took place in Moscow
against Operation Protective Edge. Participants held posters with slogans such as "Stop
the occupation, free Palestine™ (with a red Star of David and blood); "Zionism is the
common enemy of Russia and Palestine"”; "stop the genocide of the Palestinian people”
(with a photo of a bleeding child); "be careful — enemies of humanity" (with a photo of
Israel's Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu, US President Barak Obama and Governor
of Dnepropetrovsk, Ukraine, Igor Kolomoiskii — each with a swastika on his forehead);
"Israeli targets” (with photos of bleeding children). The demonstration was also attended
by Geydar Dzhemal, founder and chairperson of the Islamic Committee of Russia, the
above mentioned Alexander Prokhanov and Israel Shamir, former vice-speaker of the
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State Duma, Sergeii Baburin, among others - all known for their antisemitic and anti-
Israeli views.

On 21 September, during the 6th conference of the Spiritual Board of Muslims of
European Russia, Mufti Sheikh Ravil Gainutdin, chairperson of the Board, condemned
the activity of Israel and the IDF against the Palestinians during the Operation and
compared it to the crimes of the Nazis during the Holocaust. In response, Andreii Glotser,
the spokesperson of Russia's Chief Rabbi Berl Lazar, said "it is shameful that such
authority in the Muslim community [...] allow themselves to be drawn into the political
game of extremists".

In late July 2014, a Lithuanian company named "Vilnius Apartments” published on its
Facebook page an announcement stating that it is going to stop providing real estate
services to Israeli citizens "because of the crimes that Israel is perpetrating in Gaza".
According to Faina Kuklianskii, head of the Jewish Community, it is possible that this
was a provocation by "extremist Islamic elements”. The address of the company, which
appeared on the page, is of a building used by the Vilnius Ghetto Council during World
War Il and there is no company of that name at that address in the present. The Facebook
account was later deleted.

On 4 August 2014, Tursunbay Bakir-uulu (Ar-Namys, a pro-Russian, conservative party),
a member of the Kyrgyzstan Parliament held a press conference about the "genocide
perpetrated by Israel in Palestine™. During the press conference, he tore the flag of Israel
into pieces and said he will give them to the members of the "Committee for Support of
Palestine's Inhabitants™ which he established, so that the members "will be able to use it
comfortably in the toilets". In response, the leader of the party and former Prime Minister
Felix Kulov said that he does not recommend using the pieces for this purpose because
one can injure himself by the edges of the Star of David. Israel's Embassy in Kazakhstan,
which is also responsible for Kyrgyzstan, sent a letter of protest to the Kyrgyz Foreign
Ministry. In late August, the Kyrgyz Foreign Ministry answered that Bakir-uulu's
personal views do not represent the country's policy.

Charlie Hebdo, January 2015

The antisemitic wave in France at the beginning of 2015 had not triggered any violent
antisemitic incidents in the post-Soviet region. On 7 January 2015, during an interview to
the news website islamnews.ru, retired General Leonid Ivashov, president of The
Academy of Geopolitical Problems in Russia, blamed Israel and the US for organizing
and perpetrating the terrorist attack at the Charlie Hebdo. According to him, the attack
was part of a war by the US and Israel against the Islamic culture in the Middle East and
the Slavic culture in Ukraine. European counties began to move away from the alliance
with the US and Israel and the latter had to do something in order to strengthen their
hatred towards Islam.

21



Latin America and Spain / Lidia Lerner

Argentina

As in the past, antisemitism in Argentina in 2014 consisted of both the classic
traditional form, which originates mainly from the right, conservative wing, and new
antisemitism, often disguised as anti-Zionism, originating from the left and pro-
Islamic circles.

Developments in the Middle East have a strong impact on antisemitism in Argentina.
Therefore, although no significant increase of violence was recorded, there was a
significant increase in antisemitic complaints linked to events in Gaza, or the so-called
"new antisemitism", during 2014, especially following Operation Protective Edge in
June.

On 29 July, the DAIA issued a press release expressing the deep concern of the
Argentinean Jewish community and denouncing the serious episodes of incitement to
hatred against Jews, antisemitic attacks and manifestations taking place in Buenos
Aires and other localities of the country following events in Gaza. According to
DAIA: graffiti, threats to Jewish entities, Judeophobic expression in the media and the
web, aggressions against members of the Jewish community and proliferation of
confused and tendentious information generated a wave of antisemitism in the
country.

2014 also saw a continuation of the rise in antisemitism in the web, which represents
the medium through which the largest percentage of anti-Jewish events are recorded,
particularly through the use of forums in mass media for the expression of
discriminatory slogans. One example: the webpage "I was told by a Jew",
accumulating over 1500 "likes" and containing insulting stereotypes of Jews and the
Jewish community was closed by Facebook after complaints by the Web Observatory
of the Latin-American Jewish Congress. After its closure, a new page, by the name "I
was told by a Hebrew", took its place.

The second most common form of antisemitism in Argentina is graffiti. Antisemitic
signs were found on the walls of the Tefila L"Moisés Central Synagogue and the
Jewish Association Center in the city of Basavilbaso (27 June); on the walls of the
Mendoza Jewish Cultural Center (16 July); in the central square of Rio Cuarto,
Cordoba (23 July); swastikas and graffiti accusing Israel of genocide were painted on
various locations in the city of Cordoba (in the beginning of September); swastikas
over the Star of David and antisemitic phrases were painted in the area known as El
Palomar, in Urquiza Park in the city of Parand (October); antisemitic and anti-Israeli
graffiti were also found in different locations in Buenos Aires, including a Star of
David with the number 666 (which symbolizes the anti-Christ), which was painted on
a synagogue in the neighborhood of Villa Crespo; "support Gaza and destruction of
Israel” on a wall near a public school; signs asking for the destruction of Israel
because of the "Zionist massacre” in Gaza, near a university. On 18 December,
swastikas and Nazi symbols were engraved in the offices of the Argentinean Zionist
Labor Party Avoda.

The Jewish community’s opposition to the Argentinean-lranian agreement to set up an
international truth commission into the 1994 bombing of the Jewish community center
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led to friction with President Cristina Kirchner’s government. In her address to the
United Nations General Assembly on 24 September, the Argentinean president
criticized her country’s Jewish leaders for not supporting the pact with Iran.
According to Kirchner, “When we signed the agreement it seemed that the internal
and external demons were unleashed. Jewish institutions that had accompanied us
turned against us. When we decided to cooperate they accused us of complicity with
the State of Iran”. Her statements were strongly condemned by the DAIA and Jewish
community. Opposition members of Congress also denounced the statements “for
their antisemitic character and their falseness and ignorance”.

On 14 January 2014, the DAIA (political representation of the Argentinean Jewish
community) condemned posters signed by FECOBA, (Federation of Business and
Industry of Buenos Aires) stigmatizing businessman Eduardo Elsztain and accusing
him of usury. According to secretary general Jorge Knoblovits, the mention of
Elsztein by name, making him personally responsible for "usury" and the inflationary
process has an "antisemitic whiff”.

On 11 June 2014, Bandera Vecinal (Local Flag), an ultranationalist organization led
by Alejandro Biondini, an accused neo-Nazi, was granted juridical status as a
registered political party by Buenos Aires Judge Ariel Lijo. According to the DAIA,
Biondini “has publicly and repeatedly supported the figure of Adolf Hitler and
Nazism. DAIA reiterates its position to not legitimize as a political party those who
justify hatred and encouraging violence against the Jewish community and others in
our country.” The DAIA also announced it would challenge the decision in court. On
29 June, the Buenos Aires Senate approved a declaration denouncing the decision.

In a video called "Alert! World Zionist Danger!” posted on You Tube on August 7,
and in his program "Second Republic" transmitted by TLV1 on 6 August, political
analyst Adrian Salbuchi warns of “the problematics of Zionism and Judaism”. He
states that “Jewish communities have been persecuted throughout the centuries (...)
either most of humanity is suffering from a psychological pathology called
antisemitism, or there is a social behavior among Zionist leadership and some
representatives of Judaism that makes them subject to expulsion from the societies
that had once hosted them”. Salbuchi then revives the allegations of “a second Zionist
State to be established in Argentine Patagonia”. He urges Argentine Jews to
“disassociate” themselves from a list of so-called Zionist agent Jewish communal
organizations, warning otherwise, that they should “not complain if there are
reactions”.

The allegation of a Jewish plan to conquer Patagonia (so called “Andinia Plan’) was
repeated in other opportunities and on 22 December, posters appeared in the town of
El Bolson (Rio Negro) and in Bariloche (major tourist spot in Patagonia), calling for a
“Boycott Against Israeli Military Tourism”. They were signed by the Palestine
Solidarity Committee in Argentine Patagonia. Peso bills were also found defaced with
scrawls reading “Jews out of Patagonia”. On 17 November, there was a bomb threat
in a Jewish owned Patagonian hostel in Lago Puelo, Chubut, where Israeli tourists
lodge.

23



Other significant incidents:

e On 2 October, Yom Kippur eve, the Headquarters of the Hebraica Society in
Buenos Aires was evacuated, following a bomb threat posted on Facebook and
an alert received from Interpol of a possible attack.

e On 7 December, about a dozen graves were desecrated in the Jewish cemetery
of Santiago del Estero.

e The Secretariat of Culture of the Municipality of Vicente Lopez included Eva
Braun, Adolf Hitler’s lover, in a list of women honored during the month of
March as the most important women in history. Following an outcry by
leaders of the Jewish Community and the Peronist party, the Mayor of Vicente
Lépez, declared that her inclusion was a "disagreeable error", apologized to
the community in general and women in particular, and promised the list
would be altered.

e On 27 November, 2014, Guillermo Zysman, a well-known Jewish journalist
from the city of Rosario, received antisemitic text messages while conducting
his radio program.

e The president of the Educational Department of the Argentinean sports club
River Plate, Carlos Jara, made a series of antisemitic comments on his
personal Twitter account. "Their soldiers are the ones to die, but they Kkill
civilians ... is it fair? They were MURDERERS ... the Jewish people were
never victims." "From murderer King David, they always made themselves
into victims, Always".

In addition there were cases of classic, traditional anti-Semitism such as an article,
posted on 23 December in Radio Cristiandad, a traditionalist Catholic anti-modernist
right-wing site opposing the reforms of the Vatican Il council, which attacked the
bishop of San Luis for meeting with the Jewish community and participating in their
rituals in a sign of ecumenism. According to the article: "We know that the Jews
killed Christ, which was not only a historical event perpetrated by some people
centuries ago, but in all those who participate in the Judaic doctrines those prophetic
words of the wicked Pharisee are fulfilled: his blood be on us and on our children’";
"Catholics and Jews do not worship the same Supreme Being, because while some
worship the one true trinitarian God, the others have, as he reproached Jesus, the devil
as father". Photos of the bishop serving food in a Passover dinner and lighting
Hannukah candles were posted.

Brazil (based on a report by Louiz Nazario)

During the Gaza War, antisemitism in Brazil intensified as never before, under the
thinly disguised form of anti-Zionism, particularly among left-wing activists and the
far-left. In various manifestations of the Partido Socialista dos Trabalhadores
Unificado - PSTU [Unified Socialist Workers Party], Partido Comunista do Brasil -
PC do B - [Communist Party of Brazil] and Partido Socialismo e Liberdade - PSOL
[Socialism and Freedom Party] some of its leaders called openly for “the end of the
State of Israel”.

The situation was aggravated by a diplomatic incident between Brazil and Israel. At
the height of the war in Gaza on 24 July, 2014, the Minister of external relations of
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Brazil summoned the Brazilian Ambassador in Tel Aviv for consultations in protest
against the Israeli attacks, considered “out of proportion” by President Dilma
Rousseff. Israeli Foreign Ministry spokesman Yigal Palmor retaliated by calling
Brazil a "diplomatic dwarf" and sneering at Brazil’s World Cup loss: "This is not
football. In football, when a game ends in a draw, you think it is proportional, but
when it finishes 7-1 it's disproportionate. Sorry to say, but it is not so in real life and
under international law".

There were public anti-Zionist manifestations and acts of solidarity in different cities.
In Sao Paulo, the main public library, the Mario de Andrade Library, in "solidarity
with the numerous civilian casualties during the latest clash between the Government
of Israel and the Palestinian people living in the Gaza Strip", lit up its facade during
the month of August with the colors of the Palestinian flag. 55 of 86 artists
participating in the 31st International Biennial of Sao Paulo, demanded the removal of
the logo of the Consulate of Israel from the Biennale and the return of Israeli
sponsorship.

The Jewish Federation of the State of Rio de Janeiro (FIERJ) filed a complaint against
Cyro Garcia, PSTU federal candidate for Congress who, in his electoral propaganda
on 19 August, called for the end of Israel. A criminal complaint was also filed against
Ana Amelia Mello Franco, for numerous offensive manifestations, discriminatory and
incitement of hatred against the Jews in Facebook.

There were several incidents of Holocaust banalization:

. In September 2014, after protests by parents and pupils, Andrews
College in Rio de Janeiro cancelled a question in a geography test
comparing Jews to Nazis. The text included a cartoon showing a Nazi
officer standing above a Jew with a yellow star next to an Israeli
soldier standing above an Arab, with the words “Who are worse? Nazis
or Jews? . The school fired the teacher and apologized to parents and
pupils stressing that this isolated incident does not reflect Andrews
College and its values.

. 'Adolf Hitler' was acquitted of all charges in a “trial” that took place as
part of a history lesson held every year in a school in the town of Mogi
da Cruzes (Sao Paulo). The jury of seven decided by five votes to two,
that the dictator was innocent.

. New neo-Nazi pages were opened daily on Facebook and YouTube.
One example: The Nova Direita Cultural (Cultural New Right)
translated a homophobic and antisemitic caricature of French
caricaturist Joe Lecorbeau parodying the visit of Israeli Prime Minister
Netanyahu to the memorial of Holocaust victims in Toulouse:
“Holocaust by sodomy.”

Chile

The most notable incident which took place in Chile in 2014 was the opening of the
Augusto Pinochet Nazi Art School on 28 March, which promotes Nazi ideology, in
the Archipelago of Chiloé, in southern Chile. Its objective is "the organizational
strengthening of the political right". Posters promoting the school included a swastika.
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The event was condemned by members of the Jewish community, residents of the
area and members of Parliament, including right wing parties, who declared they
would act to prevent the school from functioning.

The war in Gaza led to articles and posters condemning Israel and comparing it to
Nazi Germany. On 11 July, the Chilean monthly El Ciudadano published a caricature
titled "Mediatic Manipulation™ depicting a group of foreign TV cameramen filming a
crying Israeli baby while ignoring a group of Palestinian children lying dead and
dismembered on the other side. In Santiago, posters were hung depicting Israeli
Prime Miniter Benjamin Netanyahu and an Israeli flag with a swastika inside the Star
of David. The poster read: "There is a criminal of Palestinian children on the loose.
Wanted for genocide and crimes against the Palestinian people”.

Mexico / Renee Dayan Shabott

The Jewish community numbers about 43,000 out of a total population of more
than118 million. Most Jews live in the capital Mexico City and its suburbs, while the
rest are located in the cities of Guadalajara, Monterrey, Tijuana and Cancun.

Jewish immigrants to Mexico formed communities according to their place of origin,
a way of life that has persisted until today. All the communities, together with the
Jewish Sports Center, are represented in the Jewish Central Committee of Mexico
(JCCM). Tribuna Israelita, a public opinion and analysis agency, promotes an ongoing
dialogue with opinion leaders and implements joint projects with various national
organizations.

High enrollment in Jewish day schools (more than 90 percent) and a very low rate of
intermarriage (6 percent) characterize the community, which has a wide range of
welfare, religious and educational services. A variety of periodicals published
monthly reflect the various political, cultural and ideological tendencies in the
community.

Although Antisemitism it is not a constant trend in Mexico, as a result of national and
international dynamics, and influences, it has always been present in Mexican society.
There are no overtly Antisemitic radio stations, newspapers or television broadcasters;
however, the dynamic of the Israeli-Arab conflict, has had a major impact on the mass
media. Anti-Israel positions in the media are frequently mixed with common
Antisemitic stereotypes. Moreover, left-wing demonization of Israel is often linked to
traditional anti-Americanism.

Written Media

Reports about Israel occupied a disproportionate amount of international news space
in the Mexican media. Most coverage of the conflict is superficial and sensationalist,
with lIsrael, and by extension, the Jews, being discredited. Such expressions come
especially from left wing intellectual and academic circles and they include
caricatures, accusations, identification of Jews with Israelis and the comparison of
Israelis to Nazis.

Even though most of the informative articles where unbiased/impartial, many of the
headlines and photographs were sensationalistic. During this period, many journalists

26



who have no experience on the subject and usually do not approach Middle Eastern
topics wrote about the IDF operation, with lack of information and prejudice attitude.

During 2014 a total of 708 negative articles were published in the Mexican written
media. Of those, 418 were published during the Operation Protective Edge.

2014 ® 2013 © 2012 m 2011 w2010 W2009 ®m2008 ®m2007 m2006 ®2005 m 2004

706
265

437
400
442

761

Negative Arguments about Israel During Operation Protective Edge

1.

o1

Israel is an expansionist, terrorist and militaristic country that commits a
Holocaust and genocide of the Palestinian people and should be judge for war
criminals.

Palestinian fight to defend their country and to achieve their human rights. The
Israeli occupation and the Palestinian suffering is the origin of all the conflicts
in the Middle East. The only solution is the establishment of a Palestinian state.
Jews don’t learn from history: the victims turned into murderers. Israelis are the
new Nazis

Israel has immunity because United States, Europe and the United Nations have
a special relation and double standards regarding Israel.

Lack of proportion in strength between Israel and Palestinians.

Unacceptable explanation of Israel when it says that its actions are to defend its
citizens. The truth is the Israeli objective is occupation, isolation and
“punishment” to the Palestinian unity government.

Do not kill my children! Don’t pay attention, is the new

(fww‘u ———| Antisemitic discourse.

(iuamm \'| They became executioners. (Milenio) La Jordana
AMISHIOS|
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Social Media

As it was the case of the written media, during 2014 the Antisemitic and anti-Zionists
incidents increased in a great extent during Operation Protective Edge.
During this period, two Antisemitic Facebook pages under the name “Jews out of
Mexico” and “Jews Assassins” were opened, and closed thanks to the intervention of
Tribuna Israelita.

The comments on the Internet (tweets and offensive messages in Jewish sites)
increased: For example, On August 2 "Jorge Negrete"
(najazapimametilan3@hotmail.com) sent through the "contact us" section of the
website of Tribuna Israelita, the following offensive message: Congratulations,
disgusting cowards, genocides, children killers. Now | see that Hitler was not so bad,
he was a necessary evil and if he had succeeded he would have avoided an evil worse
than the toilet paper called Israel. Dirty people, and you ask why the world hates you.

As an answer of a tweet by Tribuna Israelita explaining that Israel destroyed 32
tunnels, an Antisemitic tweet was posted by Antonio de la Serna saying:
@Tribuna_ISR Jews son of a bitch; @Tribuna ISR Hitler was right. He wasn’t
Antisemmitic, AntiJews, Israel terrorist and genocides.

In response to a photo gallery entitled: “Crowds around the world demand to stop the
attacks against Gaza”, published on August 9th on the newspaper “La Jornada”, the
following Antisemitic and anti-Zionist posts were published:
Davide Caffaratti: If God exists he will not bless Israel, people of murderers.
Eduardo Karnstedt Hernandez: You lie, the Holocaust didn’t exist. Hitler was right.
MalHer Damian: Jews are the cancer of the world.

Incidents

As in previous times of crisis in Israel, the Operation Protective Edge that took place
in the summer of 2014 triggered a wave of Antisemitic and anti-Zionist
demonstrations. Most expressions appeared in the written and electronic media, as
well as in social networks.

Before and | Protective | Total

after Edge

Protective

Edge
Incidents
Graffiti 3 1 4
Verbal aggression 3 3
Messages on Jewish webpages 4 4
Offensive e-mails 1 1
Total 10 2 12
Incidents in mass media
Internet 2 2 4
Responses to articles in electronic media 8 2 10
Radio 1 1
Total 10 5 15
Antisemitic Propaganda
Events, demonstrations, conferences 3 3
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https://twitter.com/Tribuna_ISR
https://twitter.com/Tribuna_ISR
https://www.facebook.com/davide.caffaratti?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/eduardo.karnstedt?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/sergiodamian.maldonadohernandez?fref=ufi

Books, flyers 4 4
Total 7 7
Support for the Palestinians /vs Israel

Events 6 11 17
Demonstrations 22 22
Statements by intellectuals and politicians 8 8
Total 6 41 47
TOTAL 33 48 81

On January 21 an abandoned car with graffiti and swastikas was found near the
Jewish Sport Center.

On October 10, after an evicting order by the Government against the illegal
occupation of a lawn situated in a highly Jewish populated area, some neighbors put
two banners which said: Jews out of our country.

From January 25 to 4 February, regarding the addition of the word “Antisemitism” to
the anti-discrimination law, Alfredo Jalife tweeted and retweeted the following posts:
Nobody discriminates more in Mexico than the extreme right “Jewish” sector
(whatever that means). The Jews are the most racists in the world. I don’t understand
why they want to protect them.

On March 14, Guillermo Maxwell shared in the Facebook page of the Jewish radio
program “El Aleph”, pictures of people with banners that said: “Jewish terrorists go to
Israel, Pefia Nieto (President) and Mancera (Mexico City’s major) Jews”; Palestine
and Mexico are victims of the Jewish terrorism and Jews go Home, among others.

During this period Pro-Palestinian 48 incidents (demonstrations, lectures, etc.) took
place in Mexico City as well as in other states:

On July 11, a yellow Magen David with a swastica en the middle as well as flyers
explaining the philosophy of the Raelian Movement.

Strategies of the Jewish Community

In order to combat Antisemitism, promote a positive image of Judaism, the Jewish
Community in Mexico and Israel, the Jewish Community in Mexico, through Tribuna
Israelita, implemented a series of programs:

1. Monitored both written and electronic media.

2. Made special analysis regarding the media coverage of relevant events and
incidents.

3. Maintained a state of the art public relations strategy, which included periodic
reunions with directors, editors, information chiefs and journalists of the most
important mass communication media as well as with national opinion leaders
and representatives of other religious groups, academics and different NGOs.

4. Together with the Central Committee of the Jewish Community in Mexico,
implemented media strategies and meetings with national officials.

5. Maintained a registry of anti-Semitic incidents at a national level. The Mexican
Government had an objective position regarding the conflict.

6. Organized informative sessions for various community groups, including,
students, leaders, and people in general, regarding topics of interest and
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provided information services for people, both within and outside the Jewish
community.

7. Edited and emailed to approximately 12,000 persons (including community
members as well as journalists and non-Jews who requested it) a weekly
newsletter as well as special communications in specific occasions.

8. Had presence in social network, through Facebook, Twitter and the web.

9. Participated in the International Book Fair in Guadalajara, one of the most
important editorial events in Latin America.

10. Sponsored a visit to Israel of deputies members of the Mexico-Israel Friendship
Group.

Uruguay
Operation Protective Edge led to an unprecedented wave of antisemitic events in
Uruguay during 2014.

Following a series of statements he made referring to the conflict between Israel and
Hamas during Operation Protective Edge, Uruguayan president José Mujica was
accused of antisemitism. On 5 August, Mujica accused Israel of committing genocide.
He said he "admires the vicissitudes of the Jewish people” and that "nobody can
accuse me of antisemitism, or anything like that", but there is a "fanaticism" in Israel.
During a meeting with local mayors on 8 August, he declared that he has "the
strongest sympathy" with Judaism and as proof he has "three Jewish ministers in the
government.” However, he warned, the Israeli military action may bring forth “things
like the Amia".

It should be noted that the wave of antisemitism was publicly denounced by public
figures and the media. On 7 August, the Uruguayan Senate voted unanimously to
denounce "the expressions of intolerance, racism, xenophobia, incitement to hatred,
scorn and all other forms of discrimination against Jews that have appeared in the
form of graffiti in the streets, on building fronts and on roads in our country.” The
senate also called for the complete cessation of violence and the creation of permanent
peaceful mechanisms for solving the present conflict in the Middle East. In September
2014, the rectors of several Uruguayan universities (UTEC, the Business University,
the University of Montevideo, ORT University of Uruguay and the Catholic
University of Uruguay) issued a declaration against all forms of discrimination and
racism, following the recent acts of racism which took place in the country. Although
the document denounces racism in general, the rectors told the media that the motive
for the declaration were the antisemitic manifestations which took place in Uruguay
during the last month, following the last Israel-Palestinian conflict.

According to an article published in the newspaper ElI Observador on 9 August,
sociologists fear the Israeli attacks on Gaza might lead to “expressions of repudiation
in the Uruguayan society towards a community integrated in the country". According
to sociologist Federico Irazabal, there is in Uruguay a "high component of
antisemitism which is socially accepted, but is not explicit. In general, Uruguayans
refer to Jews in a respectful way". The Israeli attacks cause the hidden antisemitism to
come out and equate Israel with all Jews. In a commentary published in the
Uruguayan newspaper El Pais on 12 September , "Ariel from Montevideo" stated that
not one of the presidential candidates of the four parties represented in the Uruguayan
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parliament believes Israel to be a genocidal country or Gaza a concentration camp.
However, the antisemitic acts which took place in the country during the last two
months have not disappeared following the ceasefire between Israel and Gaza. For
instance: the publication of a meeting between presidential candidate Tabaré Vazquez
and the president of the Central Jewish Commitee Sergio Gorzy was followed by
dozens of antisemitic comments. To ignore it would be an error and would open the
door to such manifestations.

Another significant incident which took place during the year was the statement by a
future candidate for the House of Representatives from the Nationalist Party of
Uruguay, Claudia Conde, who claimed on 24 October that Jews and Armenians
should be imposed with a special tax, since these minorities, in contrast to all others,
are the richest.

The most serious event took place on 9 December, when the Uruguayan Foreign
Ministry protested to the Iranian embassy because one of its diplomats, Sanat Gol
Ahmad, was photographed in November near the former embassy of Israel at the
same time as an empty briefcase was found in the area. Sanat Gol left Uruguay two
days before the protest was issued. The president of the Central Jewish Committee of
Uruguay, Sergio Gorzy, stated that the Uruguayan Jewish community is in a "state of
alert” and they are taking appropriate measures with in coordination with the
government. On 8 January, an explosive device was discovered near the new Israeli
embassy. Even though the device was far from the building, officials believe it was an
attempt to harm the embassy or explore its security preparedness. Following these
events, the Uruguayan government ordered special protection for the Jewish
community.

Venezuela

Although there was a decrease in antisemitic events in Venezuela during the first half
of 2014, the media (including articles, radio and television) continued to disseminate
negative propaganda against Israel, Zionism and the Jewish people, aimed at the
delegitimization of the State of Israel, which was depicted as the center of all
misfortunes that occur in the world and the creator of atrocities and evil against
humanity. It should be noted that certain arguments and analyses appeared
simultaneously and in the same way, even using similar language, as if following the
same script.

There were articles denying Israel’s right to exist, accusing it of robbing and
colonizing ancient Palestinian lands. Others equated Zionism with Nazism, claiming
that Jews, who suffered the horrors of the Holocaust, now do the same to the
Palestinians. Jews were accused of intending to Judaize Jerusalem and destroy the
Dome of the Rock.

According to some articles, Jews and/or Zionism control the world economy through
a few families, such as the Rothschilds and the Bilderberg group. Venezuela itself is
being attacked by international Zionism.

Israel and the Mossad are accused of conspiring together with former Colombian
President Alvaro Uribe to invade Venezuela through paramilitary forces, or to
appropriate Venezuela’s wealth, and even initiating the protests which began in
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February. Leader of the opposition Henrique Capriles was again accused of being a
pawn of universal Zionism.

In July, August and the first half of September, following Operation Protective Edge
that pitted Israel against Hamas, antisemitic events in Venezuela exponentially
increased, especially those promoted by the Government, through ministries, and the
National Assembly. President Maduro himself uttered virulently antisemitic
expressions. For example: on 11 July he noted that the concept of the "corrupt
business military leadership of Israel is one of extermination ... that is why they do
not mind killing children, women, innocent men. Their war is to exterminate the
Palestinian people so they will disappear from the face of the earth ... This is a war of
financial power, military, media of world capitalism to seize the land of Palestine and
exterminate the Palestinian people . Even more serious, for the first time, Maduro
called on the Jewish community; in a televised government event in western
Venezuela, to "Let the voice of the Jewish people to rise to repudiate this slaughter
against the Palestinian people in Gaza ... “. On 21 July Maduro told reporters: "World
leaders are right to compare it to the massacre of the Jewish people at the hands of the
intolerant right whose top leader was Hitler. The European intolerant right pursued
Jews for a century or more and applauded crimes against the Jewish people in Poland,
Hungary, when they conquered parts of Russia (...) and said it was in legitimate
defense of Hitler. They say the same today, (about) the murder of children ".

On 23 July Maduro said: "The government of Israel has turned the Gaza Strip into a
large Auschwitz, a big concentration camp.” In a PSUV Congress which took place
on 31 July Maduro called on all Venezuelans to participate in a march in solidarity
with the Palestinian people, noted that it was a war based on the supposed religious
superiority of the Israeli elite, and called “on the Jewish people in the name of God to
raise their voices... to stop this slaughter, stop this war of extermination ....". During
an act which took place on 22 August 2014, in honor of a mission carrying
humanitarian aid to Gaza, Maduro called Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
a "modern Herod" and accused him of wanting to kill Palestinian children in order to
"exterminate" the Palestinian people.

One of the most outspoken and “imaginative” spokesmen during this period was Adel
El Zabayar (congressman for the ruling PSUV party), who disseminated an elaborated
theory according to which "the Zionists financed Hitler" and allied with the Nazis to
massacre the Jews who rejected the Zionist ideology, and that’s why during the
Holocaust no Zionist leader was killed. In an interview aired on 14 November on the
Hezbollah channel Al Manar, El Zabayar claimed that the crisis engulfing the Middle
East is due to a "Zionist conspiracy." Through his Twitter account, Adel EIl Zabayar
promoted a series of photos of bombed villages, dead children, women crying, etc.,
accusing Israel of crimes against the people of Gaza. In reality, most of the pictures
were images of the suffering of the Syrian people following the civil war in that
country.

During all this period, the State and government linked media regularly published and
broadcast messages of hatred against the State of Israel, Zionism and the Jewish
people. Antisemitic and anti-Zionist graffiti was painted in different locations of
Caracas, culminating in an extremely antisemitic painting on the AIV del Este
Synagogue in the neighborhood of Los Palos Grandes on 30 December.
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Spain

In June 2014 the Spanish government approved a draft bill proposing to grant
citizenship to descendants of Spanish (Sephardic) Jews who were exiled 500 years
ago. This law demonstrates the ambivalent attitude of the country to Jews. On the one
hand, there is a great interest among Spaniards about Jews and Spain’s Jewish roots.
On the other hand, the rate of antisemitism in Spain is one of the highest in Europe,
comprising not only of new antisemitism or anti-Zionism, but also classic and
traditional antisemitism. According to an article by Jonathan S. Tobin, the willingness
to invoke traditional stereotypes of Jew-hatred as well as echoes of the Holocaust
illustrates not only how deeply entrenched such attitudes are in European culture, but
the way Israel has become a stand-in for traditional antisemitism. Most Spaniards
have had little or no contact with Jews, yet many of them seem to have retained the
remnants of the vicious antisemitic attitudes that led to the expulsion even all these
centuries late (Commentary on 20 May, 2014).

An example of the remnants of traditional antisemitism: 18 on April, the Spanish
daily ABC published in its Easter online edition an article called "Death on the Cross
— Beyond Jesus”, on the lives of Christian martyrs. In the article it recounted the
legend of Domingo de Val, a blood libel telling the story of a little boy ritually
murdered in the XIII century by the Jews.

During the war in Gaza, some of the anti-Israel rhetoric in Spain was so virulent that it
crossed the line into antisemitism. For example: on 24 July, 2014, the newspaper El
Mundo published an article titled “The Chosen?” by author Antonio Gala claiming
"the Jewish People could have done much good for humanity”, but "disgust those who
they live with". According to Gala, it is as though they were not made to coexist. Now
it is Gaza’s turn to suffer their abuses in Gaza. It is not strange that they have been so
frequently expelled, what is surprising, is that they persist. He claims not to be a
racist, but “either they are not good, or someone is poisoning them".

On 24 July, 2014, hundreds demonstrated in front of the Israeli Embassy in Madrid
protesting against what they called "the genocide™ in Gaza and yelling slogans such
as: "lsrael murderer”, "Zionist state, terrorist state" and "How many more will you
kill". Manifestations also took place in Barcelona and other cities.

In August 2014, the Iman of the locality of Azugueca De Henares, near Madrid, gave
an antisemitic sermon calling Jews "traitors, murderers and aggressive" and praying to
Allah to destroy every last one of them. He accused Jews of corruption and of
murdering God’s prophets.

There were several incidents comparing Israel to the Nazis: On 21 July, EI Mundo
published an essay entitled, "From the Nazi to the Zionist Holocaust," in which Najib
Abu-Warda, a Palestinian professor of international relations at the Complutense
University of Madrid, accuses Israel, "70 years after the Nazi genocide against the
Jews", of "committing crimes of genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity,
aggression and state-sponsored terrorism." On7 August, El Periodico published a
caricature by Ferreres showing Gaza in ruins with the caption: “Gaza. Open air
museum of the Palestinian Holocaust” and a stereotypic orthodox Jew saying: “You
have no right to use the word Holocaust. That’s our registered trademark.” In an open
letter called "Genocide" and published in several newspapers, actor Javier Bardem
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called the war in Gaza a war of occupation and extermination and stated that he could
not understand such barbarism which "the horrible antecedents of the Jewish people
make even more cruelly incomprehensible”. According to Bardem, being Jewish is
not the same as being Zionist, which is as absurd as saying being German makes one
close to Nazism. The letter was cosigned by Bardem’s wife Penelope Cruz, film
director Pedro Almodovar and other members of the Spanish film industry.

Other serious incidents:

e The defeat of the Real Madrid basketball team at the hands of the Maccabi Tel
Aviv team in the Euroleague championship game on 18 May led to a rash of
antisemitic messages posted on social web sites; nearly 18,000 offensive
messages appeared on Twitter, such as ‘Jews to the oven’ or ‘Jews to the
showers’.

e Ina TV report broadcast on 12 June concerning the proposal to grant Spanish
nationality to Sephardic Jews, the municipal archivist of Toledo, Manuel
Garcia, “explained” the reasons for the persecution of Jews throughout history,
comparing it to the treatment of Palestinians in Israel.

e Spanish fashion giant Zara pulled a children’s shirt from its stores after
customers complained that the striped pajama top with a yellow star resembled
Holocaust prison garb. It should be noted that in 2007 the company was forced
to withdraw a handbag after complaints that it was embroidered with symbols
that resemble swastikas. In October, Spanish retailer Mango was also forced to
apologize for selling a shirt decorated in lightning bolts that resemble the
insignia worn by the SS and Hitler youths in Nazi Germany.

Scandinavia / Dr. Mikael Shainkman

Scandinavia experienced an increase in the number of antisemitic attacks in the second
half of 2014, in the wake of Operation Protective Edge. This increase was noted in all
three Scandinavian countries, Denmark, Norway and Sweden.

Operation Protective Edge

The general atmosphere in Scandinavia was decidedly anti-Israeli during the summer's
protracted military operation against Hamas in the Gaza Strip. July 12 2014, Stefan
Lofven, leader of the Social Democratic party in Sweden commented on Operation
Protective Edge on Facebook. Léfven, who won the September elections and became
PM, wrote that he wished both sides would stop fighting, that Israel must conform to
international law, but at the same time has the right to defend itself in accordance with
that law. Within hours the post was inundated with criticism and insults. Several dozen
comments were clearly antisemitic, calling for the killing of Jews, for a new Hitler,
praising Hitler and accusing Lofven of being Jewish, or being bought by “the Jews.” The
Swedish national news agency TT wrote that Lofven had made a “controversial”
statement and that it had met with massive criticism. This reporting was in turn criticized
on 15 July by several papers, since TT didn’t mention the antisemitic content of the
“criticism.” Lofven himself commented, expressing worry about the “hate and
antisemitism” fuelling many of the comments. The Facebook post was removed when it
became apparent that it couldn’t be properly edited and monitored to keep away hate

34



speech. On 21 July 2014, Lofven published a new statement in which he condemned
Israel. On 30 July 2014, famous Swedish musician and socialist activist Michael Wiehe
published a post on Facebook about Operation Protective Edge. Although the post was
very critical of Israel, it was not antisemitic, but many of the comments left by others
were antisemitic, as documented and published by the Swedish Committee against
Antisemitism on 2 August. The comments included Holocaust denial, charges that Israel
is the new Nazi Germany, that the Jews control the world etc. Wiehe did not comment on
this content.

Several Swedish candidates from various Swedish political parties, including mainstream
parties with representation in the Riksdag, made antisemitic statements during the
military action. On 5 August 2014, Petronella Petersson, third on the Center Party south-
east region list for the parliamentary elections in September 2014, wrote on Facebook as
a comment on Protective Edge, that despite the Holocaust, which she described as
"disgusting,” "one must still be able to criticize the Jews for not mixing with other people.
That kind of stuff always leads to conflicts."” The statement met with furious internal
criticism in the party, and the next day, 6 August, Petersson announced that she was
quitting the party. August 5 2014, Birgitta Hansson, a local Green Party politician in the
metropolitan Stockholm area, Sweden, wrote on Facebook that the world doesn't react to
Israel's actions (during operation Protective Edge) "because Jews are so influential in big
companies, the US administration etc." She also accused Israel of being worse than Nazi
Germany and conducting planned ethnic cleansing of Palestinians. On 13 August she had
to resign from the party. The previous day, 12 August, the Green Party announced that it
would start an initiative to work against racism and intolerance among its members. In
July 2014, Jerker Nordlund, the party's second name on the election lists in Herrljunga
County, wrote in a Facebook post that Israel was "a mental sickness" and called for a
global war against Israel. On 5 August 2014, Omar Omeirat, Social-Democratic candidate
for the local council in Filipstad (Sweden) wrote on Facebook that Palestinians in Gaza
were being slaughtered by “the Jewish pigs.” Local representatives for the Social-
Democratic party reacted very strongly, and even though Omeirat apologized, he was
forced to leave the party.

On 19 July 2014, the paper The Local in Copenhagen (Denmark) published an article
about an increase in antisemitic incidents in Denmark. The Jewish Community in
Denmark (Det Jadiske Samfund) reported 15 antisemitic incidents in July 2014, and only
3 in the first six months of 2014. Most of the incidents entailed threatening messages via
email or Facebook but in one case a man wearing the Star of David around his neck was
spat on and his assailant attempted to rip his necklace off.

On 19 October 2014, Norwegian paper Aftenposten interviewed Ervin Kohn, head of the
Jewish Community in Oslo. The interview was done against the background of an ADL
study showing that 15% of Norwegians harbor antisemitic attitudes — more than any other
Scandinavian country. Kohn was pessimistic, noting that the pressure on the 1,300 Jews
in Norway has increased. He pointed out that "Jew" (together with "fag" and "whore™)
has become the most common curse word in Norwegian schools.

The number of incidents was up also in Sweden following Operation Protective Edge.
The situation was especially serious in the country's third largest city, Malmé. According
to police figures, there were 137 complaints of antisemitic incidents in Malmé 2013-4.
None of them led to a conviction. There are approximately 700 Jews in the Jewish
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community in the city. On 24 June 2014, the Swedish Committee against Antisemitism
published an assessment by Samuel Lindel6f, a high-school student in Malmo, Sweden.
He wrote that the political parties in the city, especially the Social Democrats, who are in
power, must do more to counteract antisemitism in the city. As long as they don’t do so,
they leave the floor open to SD that spreads its racist explanation that it’s all because of
the Muslims, without presenting any possible solution to the problem. On 4 August 2014,
the Swedish tabloid Expressen published an editorial about the rising number of
manifestations of antisemitism in Sweden in the summer of 2014, and especially in
Malmo. The paper called it a shame for Sweden, and described attacks on Jews as an
attack on the country as a whole.

The Jewish community in Malmé is still shrinking. It is now reaching critically low
levels, with as few as 700 members — as opposed to more than a thousand a decade ago.
The diminishing Jewish community is not, however, primarily a result of antisemitism in
the city. More likely than not, the community can no longer provide all the services
people need in order to live a full Jewish life in terms of minyanim, education etc. So